Say, October 19 




Dl KL1\ 
Rtsnuti t 
IreLsid ;:^ 

itiiUu \ ‘ 

-• • ' V 

nis*,-;!:.- .. 

one 

Ittsh 

PCJ ' 

.iJ.;';: 

hi.iU*';-" 

rj-.j 

•'I iH-.- .;, 

reJiJn :. 

;!» Jj.’l.l:.' 

N-t 

.! l...\ 
V4> !i“. . 
ihtf ;v;v 


‘i-.-munMrai, 
agfflast ’iu-ii:hhour 
frum htir 


Olivu-J'- '-iri "!!" 

IlfMT •" 

si'htNtI 'i.ir!" c1j"= 


: hii- »!i 


Lebanese army soldier 
injured by Israeli gunfire 

SIDON ('AFP) — A Lebanese array soldier was wounded 
Sunday by gunfire ori g i n a ting from an Israeli array position 
inside the self-declared “security zone” in south Lebanon, 
police said. Corporal Mohammad Hussein was hit in the 
head by a bullet at a Lebanese army forwaid position at Kfar 
Rouman and taken to Nabatiyeh b^ial. but his injuries are 
not life-threatening, police said. The anny position is oppo- 
site an I^li position on the hill of Tahra, in the central sec- 
tion of the Klf-declaied zone. Lebanese and Israeli troops 
rarely clash in south Lebanon, bni tension between the sid^ 
has been high since sU Lebanese soldiers were killed and 
five wounded in an Israeli air raid, SepL 12. Earlier Sunday, 
an ofte in the Israeli-allied South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
was killed in a bomb attack in the Jezzine region of south 
Lebanon. The attack was claimed by Hizbollah. 
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Carbomb in southeast 
Ibrkey kills one, wounds 15 

DIYARBAKIR (R) —A carbomb exploded in south- 
east 'Hirkey killing one person and wounding 15, a 
secuii^ official said on Sunday. He said the bomb 
was planted in a vehicle parked between the police 
headquarters and the main post office in the town of 
Yuksekova near Turkey’s border with Iran. One 
passerby was killed instantly in the blast late on Sat- 
urday and another 15 people were taken to hospital, 
he said. It was unclear who was responsible for the 
bombing, but police suspected the Kurdish Labour 
Pany (PKK). More than 27,000 people have been 
killed in the 13-year conflict between the security 
forces and the PKK who are fighting for self-rule in 
the mainly Kurdish southeast. 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


Haddadin attends 
Peres Peace 
Centre launch 

AMMAN (Petral — Min- 
ister of Water and liiiga- 
tiOD Munther H aHHaHin 
takes part Sunday in the 
inaugui^on ceremony of 
die Peres Peace Ceutre in 
Tel Aviv. The centre aimig 
at carrying out studies on 
peace. On his two-day 
visit. Dr. Haddadin will 
also discuss with Israeli 
Minister of Infrastructure 
Ariel Sharon ±e develop- 
ment of the Jordan Raft 
Valley. 

Israel investigates 
report that Palestinian 
beaten by police 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli police 
have opened an investiga- 
tion into reports that five 
Israeli border police beat 
up a Pales rinian after they 
were ordered to release 
him, police said Sunday. 
The Palestinian, Ahmad 
Shakameh, 26, from the 
West Bank town of Bethle- 
hem, on Friday accused the 
police of beating him after 
he was airested last Sunday 
for entering Israel without 
pennission. Mr. Shakameh 
told Ageoce France Presse 
he lost consciousness and 
was hospitalised when 
police who had been 
ordered to release him took 
him instead to an unknown 
area where they punched 
and Jacked him. 

Egyptian Ml^ 
launch campaign to 
boycott U.S. goods 

CAIRO (AFP) — Nine 
Egyptian members of par- 
liament launched a cam- 
paign Saturday to boycott 
U.S. and Israeli goods to 
protest what they called 
Washington's bias towards 
the Jewish state. ’"Arab 
people cannot stand by 
doing nothing in the face of 
the Zionist enemy's prac- 
tices,” the MPs said in a 
statement, calling on busi- 
aessmeu and Egyptian citi- 
zens to shun U.S. and 
Israeli goods. The U.S. is 
Egypt's main trading part- 
ner. Egypt is also xhe sec- 
ond biggest recipient of 
U.S. aidafter Israel, receiv- 
ing $2.1 billion a year. ' 

Egyptian PM 
backtracks on 
legal action 
against newspaper 

CAIRO ( AFP) — Egyptian 
Prime Minister Kamal 
Janzuri has backtracked on 
a decision to launch a civil 
action against journalists 
being prosecuted for 
allegedly defaming the 
interior mini ster In a front- 
page statement published 
Sunday by the state press, 
the government’s legal 
advisor Jammal Labban 
said he had never been 
instruct^ by Mr. Janzuri to 
file a suit against six jour- 
nalists from the biweekly 
A1 Shaab newspaper. 
“There has been no lawsuit 
from ±e prime minister 
contrary to what has been 
published by some news- 
papers," the statement said. 
At the start Wednesday of 
the libel trial, a lawyer for 
the government told a 
Cairo court that Mr. Janzuri 
and Interior Minister Has- 
san .Alfi were demanding 
S150 damages for banning 
the reputation of the coun- 
try’s police force. The 
cbaiges were pressed after 
Mr. Alfi filed a defamation 
complaint in August 
against .A1 Shaab journal- 
ists over articles accusing 
him of abuse of power and 
misappropriation of public 
funds. Tbe next hearing is 
set for Nov. 10 and if con- 
victed the journalists could 
be senteuc^ to up to three 
years in prison 


Tarawneh expects peace process back 
on track soon as result of U.S. efforts 


Jordan will attend MENA conference next month J ^ 
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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Special to the Jordan Times 

BAHRAIN — Jordan 
expects the Middle East 
.peace process to be back 
on track soon with what it 
sees as a renewed U.S. 
engagement in Arab-Israeli 
peace talks, according to 
Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh. 

Dr. Tarawneh also 
affirmed thar Jordaniao- 
Israeli relations were back 
to normal after a recent 
strain caused by an attempt 
by Israeli agents to assassi- 
nate a lead^ of the Pales- 
tinian Hamas group in 
Amman. 

The minister, who visited 
Bahrain over the weekend 
with ‘a message to the 
emir. Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman A1 Khalifa, from 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
said that Jordan would 
attend next month's Middle 
East and North AMca 
(MENA) economic confer- 
ence to be held in Doha. 

Dr. Tarawneh. who 
returned home on Sunday 
after preparing for a meet- 
ing next month of the 
Bahraini-Jordaiuan joint 
committee at prime minis- 
tcrial level in Amman, 
expressed confidence that 
the democratic process 
under way in Jordki was 
moving in the right direc- 
tion despite a b^cott of 
Nov. 4 parUamentary elec- 
tions by the mainstream 
Islamist political move- 
ment in the Kingdom. 

The minister, who served 
as ambassador to the U.S. 
prior to entering the Cabi- 
net in March this year, said 
Jordan saw a “window’' for 
a resumption of the Israeli- 


Palestinian peace negotia- 
tions following the recent 
visit to the regioa by U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 

“Madam Albright now 
knows the realities on the 
ground after her visit and 
we believe that Washing- 
ton is reengaging itself in 
the peace process after a 
break of eight months’* — 
since President BUI Clinton 
started his second term in 
office — said Dr. 

Tarawneh. 

The minister said the Jor- 
danian approach was now 
based on consoUdating the 
renewed American 

involvement in the peace 
process — of which Wash- 
ington is the main sponsor. 

Amman will also piess 
other intemational parties, 
including Russia — the 
nominal CO-SpOnsOT of the 
peace process — to revive 
their focus on the effort for 
a comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East said Dr. 
Tarawneh, noting that 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov was 
scheduled to visit Jordan 
on Oct 27. 

“We are trying to com- 
bine aU efforts so as to 
advance the peace process, 
particulariy the Israeli- 
Palestinian track,” said Dr. 
Tarawneh. adding that Jor- 
dan was heartened by the 
recent Israeli-Palestiman 
contacts under U.S. aus- 
pices in Washington. 

Jordan, which signed a 
peace treaty with Israel in 
Oaober 1994, is also seek- 
ing to consolidate an Arab 
fionc in the peace process 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan, Bahrain to 
sign bilateral accords 








JORDAN AND Bahrain will 
sign several agreements during 
a meeting in Amman next 
month o( the joint Jordanian- 
Bahrami HQgher Committee 
chaired die prime ministers 
of the two countries, Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh said 
yesterday. 

Dn Tarawneh, summing up 
the tallcs be held in B ahrain 
during a weekend visit, said 
die two countries shared iden- 
tical views on Ai^ economic 
int^radon and this strengthens 
their effexts m develop eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

He called for the opening of 
all inter-Arab borders to facili- 
tate the flow of people, goods 
and servmes as a key confi- 
dence-building measure for 
Arab busioessmeo. 

The Mini^ of Foreign 
Affairs lamented that inter- 
Arab economic ties wot weak 
because of lack of awareness 
of each odur's potential, but 
added that the overridiDg fac- 
tor in such a relationship was 
the influence- of political post- 
tious. 

“Arabs have not yet got to 
know each ocher weQ 
although diey call each other 
one family” sakl the Minister 
in an imerNaew. do not 
stiO know the economic sys- 
tems of each other very weB.” 

However, “poliocs domirette 
the eccnuiraic sphere,” said I>; 
Tarawndu cal^g for separa- 
tion between politics and eco- 
ooDuc cot^iei^on. 

“Even if we have political 
diffoences, we should sepa- 
rate the dffgliny the private 


Ross meets Arafat, Netanyahu on 
start of fourth mission to region 


(XXXJPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFPj — U.S. peace envoy 
Dennis Ross began another 
round of talks vritii Israeli and 
P alestini an leaders Sunday in 
a new bid m revive in- 
stalled peace process, but he 
quickly ran into the same 
intransigeDt positions which 
have block^ progress for 
months. 

Mr. Ross began his fourth 
mission to the region in bare- 
ly two months by meeting 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
Israel. 

He then travelled to die 
West Bank town of Ramallah 
where he was meeting with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat Sunday nighL 

Mr. Ross stay tfaiou^ 
Wednesday to pursue ta^ 
with bodi sides. Senior Israeli 
and Palestinian officials are 
due to foflow up with direct 
talks in WashingtoQ next 
week. 

Israeli officials said the 
Tpeeiings with Mn Ross 
would tackle the thorny issue 
of defining the naiure of a 
“timeKXit" demanded by 
Washington and the Pales- 
tinians in Jewish settlement 
coostiuctioD in occupied ter- 
ritories. 

But they reiterated their 
long-held position that Israel 
remained deeply dissatisfied 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority's (PNAl efifons to 
Islamists and that 
progress on other issues 
could not be expected until 
this changed. 

Mr. Netanyahu, peaking 
after meeting Sunday with 
former U.S. Secret^ of 
State Warren Christopher, 
insisted again that Israel 
would not cany out (xomised 
and long-overdue trocp with- 
drawals from the West Bank 


until the PNA has proven its 
willingness to crack down on 
teiioiisiiL 

'We will discuss all the 
subjects but we vrill not trans- 
fer any more tetritory until 
we know very dearly over a 
period of time that there is a 
systeimdc policy of war 
against tenorism by the 
Palestinian [National] 

Auduxity,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has also 
nqieatedly rebufied the calls 
for a fre^ in all Jewish set- 
tlement buildings in occupied 
teoitodes where the Pdes- 

rinians tfalOU^ tfaeiT 

negotiations vridi Israel, to 
obtain their own state. 

David Bar-lDan, a senior 
advisex to Mr. Netanyahu, 
said (he Palestinian leader’s 
decisicra late last moutii ' to 
close Hamas social offices 
after the gro^ earned out a 
spate of suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem was insufficient. 

“What we are talldng about 
is disarming atmed militias 
like Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
and otfaeis, handing over 36 
terrorists wanted for murder- 
ing Israelis and the halt to 
mcnement and rallies and 
sermonising which calls for 
(tioience and terrorism 
against Israelis.” be told 
Ageoce France Presse (AFP). 

During his earlier Mr. 
Ross succeeded in moating 
a resumption of negotiations 
on Itxig-ovadue Isi^ com- 
mitments to extend Palestin- 
ian autmomy. notably by 

audiorisiDg the ppttiiDg of an 
aiipott and sea port in die 
Strip and the creatitm of 
fiee passa^ between the 
PNA-fuled areas. 

Ml Netai^abu said at the 
start of his meeting widi 
envoy Ross that prepress on 
these issues could come 
"veiy quickly" if the PNA 


agrees to Israeli demands for 
broad security co n t r ol over 
die facilities, something Pres- 
ident Arafat has been unwfll- 
ing to grant. 

During his previous mis- 
sion, die U.S. envoy succeed- 
ed in briogiug Messrs 
Netanyahu and Arafat togeth- 
er for their first meeting m 
mexe than eight months. 

But Mr. Bar-Illan said that 
the U.S. initiative had so for 
produced “nothing that 
can be satisfied mth” due to 
die PNA's failure to crack 
down on armed groups. 

“>Mtbout movement on this 
flout, it will be bard to cou- 
tioue widi any substantive 
stqis,'’ he said. 

Arafar's spokesman 
Marwan Kauafoni com- 
plained that d» recently 
resumed talks with ^rael had 
so for “beeu going around in 
dicies” latfaer dian address- 
ing the OTfB Palestinian 
demands on Jewish settle- 
ments and on troop vrith- 
drawals. 

*Tt ^^lears the Israelis have 
no inteutioa of dealing seri- 
ously with the issues of the 
n^otiations,” be told AFP. 

“During Ross's new virit 
we must %& the true picture 
— whether [Israel’s] goal is 
just to buy time or to wo± 
seriously to find sohitioos.” 
be said. 

Envoy Ross, Mr. Christo- 
ff and a host of prominent 
international figures were 
due to attend the inauguration 
in Thl Aviv on Monday of a 
peace centre launch^ by 
SMmoQ Peres, the fonner 
Israeli prime minister and 
principle aichitecc of peace 
agreements wth the Pales- 
tinians. 


sector and keep the doors open 
to businessmen, capital move- 
meat and investments,” said 
the minister. 

“I found the same ideas and 
thinking in Bahrain through 
meetings with the coimny's 
government and bc^ 
these ideas are spread among 
other Arab countries,” be said. 

The agreements expected to 
be signed in Amman next 
month cover the iranqxitt and 
energy sectors as well as elim- 
ination of double taxation and 
protection of investments, be 
said. Several agreements on 
cultural cooperatioo will also 
berigned 

Anotfaff area where Jordan 
would offer its eiqiertise to 
Bahrain is 

rrsining to Bahraink at 
Amman’s Incrinn^ of Dijdo- 
macy — “One of the most 
sophisticated instinitions in the 
Arab Worid” — be aAfert 
Noting ihar Jordan has 
always been an advocate an 
Arab comiixm niarir>^ Dr. 
Tarawneh welcomed the 
recent aunouDceroeot by the 
d^-member Damascus Dec- 
laiatioD (tf the imentioa to set 
up such an eutiiy, 

However, sai d Dr. Tarawneh. 
achieving that goal was not a 
sbort-tenn task. 

’ll mi^t take 10 or 15 years 
before we can really have an 
Arab coQimOQ market with all 
[that] it entails," he said, lecall- 
iog tiiat it to(^ decades before 
European countries could 
launch the European Commu- 
nis leading to the European 
UnioQ. 

Qatar calls 
for peace 
process 
progress 
ahead of 
conference 

DOHA (AFP) — Qatar called 
Sunday for progress in the 
Arab-Israeli peace process in 
order to make a success of 
next moDifa’s controversial 
Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic coufer- 
eoce which Israel is expected 
to attend. 

“We expect and hope for 
progress in the peace process, 
which will contribute more to 
the success of the confe r ence” 
in the (Qatari capital Doha, 
(Qatar’s foreign minister. 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassera 
Ben Jaber A1 Tbani, said. 

“We must not allow those 
wbo seek to injure the peace, 
especially IsraeL to succeed,” 
the minis ter said oo the side- 
lines of a colloquium on eco- 
nomic development in ^ 
Middle East organised by 
Harvard University. 

“All the invitations have 
been sent, and we b(^ eveiy- 
ooe will participate." he said, 
adding t^ “participation in 
tbe conference is up to each 
ewratry and its assessment of 
the situation.” 

“We think that participating 
in this forum will not haim 
the peace process but may 
contribute to it, and that the 
worid will see that Arab coun- 
tries want peace." he contin- 
ued. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy and U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeline 
Albright are expected to 
aoend the MENA conference. 
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Banners promoting candidates* slogans hang on top of eadi other at the Wihdat 
refugee camp Sunday. Some banners promise to 'protect* the Wihdat Sports Clab 
while others promise a fight against poverty and unemployment l^fihdat belongs 
to Anunan*s 2nd electoral district (Photo by Yousef 'All^ 

Japan establishes $60m fund to 
support Jordan’s development 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A $60 million 
Jordanian-Japanese firod 
was established on Sunday 
in support of the Klug- 
dom’s social and Gnomic 
development 

The special ftind, aimed 
at supporting Jordan’s 
Social Productivity Pro- 
gramme, is drawn into two 
types of pants: $42 million 
for tbe l^gdom’s balance 
of payments in tbe form of 
finandog of goods, 
machinery and equipment 
and $18 million for the pur- 
chase of agriculnnal equip- 
ment and farm machinery, 
Japanese Ambassador to 
Jcxda, Takayuki Kiraura 
said cn Sunday. 

“The establishment of 
tiiis special fund will enable 
both govemments to 
respond more flexibly to 
tbe qiecific needs of Jordan 
(in order to utilise) tbe 
Japanese giants in the most 
effective way,” said Mr. 


Kimura. 

Mr. Kimura told the Jor- 
dan Times that Jordan and 
Japan will discuss the 
nature of projects to benefit 
from this fond, but stressed 
tbe need to allocate a sub- 
stantial share to tbe Social 
Productivity Programme. 

’’We understand the 
Social Productivity Pro- 
graoune was initiated by 
HRH Crown Prince Hassao 
with tbe aim to help tbe 
socially disadvantaged and 
those in special difficulty. 
We therefore wish to sup- 
port tbe programme as 
much as possible in consul- 
tation with tbe government 
of Jordan,” Mr. Kimura 
said after signing tbe agree- 
ment with Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Kbulaf. 

j^lier this mouth, Japan 
granted Jordan approxi- 
mately SS7 million for var- 
ious in&astructuie projects 
in what Mr. Kimura 
described as “appreciation 
of xhe Kingdom’s efforts in 
pushing the peace process 


fOTward.” 

Other projects currently 
under implementatioD 
include a $7.2 million reno- 
vation of Sheikh Hussein 
Bridge. $23 milUoD in sup- 
port of Jordan’s balance of 
payments and a $3.7 and 
$2.2 million to increase 
food production in the 
Kingdom. 

Tbe ambassador said that 
Jordan and Japan are close 
to an agreement for tbe 
rescheduling of $72 million 
of Jordanian debts to 
Tokyo. 

Mr. Kimura added that 
Japan will, in the near 
future, extend a loan of $85 
million in support of Jor- 
danian tourism projects. 

In its 1996 fiscal year, 
Japan granted Jordan 
approximately $68 million 
in loans and about $50 mil- 
lion in grams. 

Since 1974 Japan has 
extended over $2.1 billion 
in soft loans to tbe King- 
dom. 


Shaer resigns 
NCPin protest of 
‘stealth candidates’ 

Secret list of 15 NCP candidates “very reliable, ’ says Shaer 




By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The National 
Constitutional Party 
(NCP) has lost yet another 
prominent member due to 
its decision to field secret 
candidates in addition to 
those included in the 
party’s ticket. 

Jamal Shaer. a former 
Ba’athist wbo has gradu- 
ally shifted to more cen- 
trist stands during his 30- 
years in politics, quit tbe 
NCP in protest against 
what he described as the 
“devious” phenomenon of 
“Stealth candidates." 

Dr. Shaer brought to 
around one hundi^ the 
NCP members who left 
the powerful pro-govern- 
ment group in the past few 
weeks, primarily because 
of what they (deemed as 
lack of democracy in the 
party’s decision-making 
process. 

According to Dr. Shaer, 
candidates who do not 
publicise their political 
affiliations during their 
campaign have better 


chances of being elected, 
due to tbe people's disen- 
chantment with political 
parties. 

Tribal support, be noted, 
is contUtional on the can- 
didate's promise that, 
once elect^ they will be 
dedicated to their tribe’s 
interests and needs. 

“In more than one case, 
candidates are faced by 
their own tribesmen with 
the question whether, once 
elected, they will repre- 
sent the tribe’s interests or 
those of a political party” 
Dr. Shaer told the Jordan 
Times In a telephone 
interview Sunday. 

For example. Dr. Shaer 
cited the case of his own 
electoral constituency,^ 
Balqa, in which the NCP 
has fielded former Minis- 
ter Hashem Dabbas as a 
strong “unofficial” candi- 
date. 

But, while increasing 
would-be deputies’ 
chances of being elected, 
the practice of fielding 
secret candidates deceives 
voters, who run the risk of 
electing a deputy who will 


reveal his/her political 
^affiliations only after tbe 
elections are over. 

A list of IS possible 
Stealth candidates, so- 
called after the U.S. fight- 
er plane equipped to 
escape radar drtection, 
was revealed earlier last 
week by A1 Urdun A1 
Jadid, a research centre 
specialised in analysing 
and monitoring Jordan’s 
democratisadon process. 

The list, which Dr. Shaer 
described as “very reli- 
able" included: Hashem 
Dabbas (Balqa), Mansour 
Ben Tarif (Karak), 
Ahmad, Hani and Falah 
Qudah (Ajloun), Samir 
Qawar (Balqa), Moham- 
mad Thweib (Amman's 
2nd District), Mohammad 
Huneiti, Baijes Hadid and 
Hamad Abu Zeid 
(Amman's 4th District). 
Mifleh Ruheimi tJerash), 
Aysha Khawaja Razem 
(Amman’s 1st District), 
Nu'man Ghweiri (Zarqaj. 
Osama Malqawi (Ramtha 
and Bani Kinaneh). 
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Majali urges citizens to vote during 
visits to Mafraq, Zarqa governorates 


MAFRAQ-ZARQA (Petra) 
— Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali Sunday visit- 
ed the Mair^ and Zarqa 
governorates and urged 
residents there to vote in 
the upcoming parliamen- 
tary elections. 

He told a meeting iu 
Mafraq that the govern- 
ment is planning to draw 
up a modem election law 
that can meet all the 
requirements of the various 
social and political fac- 
tions in Jord^ and entails 
dividing the Kingdom into 
80 constituencies, with one 
seat in the Lower House of 
Parliament for each' dis- 
trict. 

Dr. Majali said the pre- 
sent government’s main 


tasks include holding &ee 
and fair elections, pursuing 
the economic restructuring 
programme, giving impe- 
tus to the peace process, 
and addressing domestic 
affairs, particularly the 
weaknesses in public 
administration. 

During the meeting, 
which was attended by 
Mafraq Governor Ahmad 
Lawzi and members of the 
govemorate’s executive 
council. Dr. Majali said the 
government is seeking to 
convey its ideas to all 
employees on '^freedom 
and participation.” which 
is not merely a slogan but 
rather a practical policy. 

He said the government 
will soon delegate some 


areas of authority to gover- 
nors, including preparing 
their regions* fiscal bud- 
gets in cooperation with 
the Minis try of Hnance. 

Each govemorate will 
have to prepare plans for 
investments and for creat- 
ing vocational training 
centres, he added. 

Replying to some 
demands presented by the 
local community, the 
prime minis ter said the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces are 
preparing to build a hospi- 
tal in Mafraq, adding t^t 
he will ask the Ministry of 
Public Works and Housing 
to allocate funds for the 
construction of roads. 

Mr. Lawzi outlined the 
overall situation in the 


govemorate, which is 
inhabited by 200,000 citi- 
zens. and asked that the 
govenunem build a voca- 
tional centre and a hospital 
and enlarge die Amman- 
Rweished-Iraq highway to 
curtail road accidents, " 

On preparations for the 
elections, he said there are 
45,552 eligible voters in 
the Mafraq Govemorate, 
who will be voting at 38 
centres. 

During bis subsequent 
visit to Zarqa, Dr. Majali 
said the government was 
embarking on decentralisa- 
tion plans chat would ease 
the harden on the central 
government. 

As for the elections, he 
said they will be fair and 


free, without any govern- 
mental interferwice, 
adding that the govenunent 
hopes that the elections 
will condibute to present- 
ing an excellent image of 
the Kingdom to world. 

The govermneot is plan- 
ning CO submit the Press 
and Publications Law u> 
the next Parliament he 
said. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing, Zarqa Governor Eid 
Qatameh pr^ented a 
report oo the genexal situa- 
tion in the govemorate and 
preparations for die elec- 
tions 

He said a mtal of 242,198 
people are eli^le to vote 
at 83 voting centres. 



REGENT VISITS MINISTRY OF INTERIOR; His Royal Hi^ess Prince Moham- 
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Dr. MajaU said the pre- He said the government Mr. Uwzi outlined for the elections, he people ^ eligible to vote ^foer niinistry officialTreceivrf^ (Petraphoto) 

sent government’s will soon delegate some overall situation m the said they will be fair and at 83 votmg centres. 

First Business Week opens today in Detroit Opposition group denounces pro-boycott 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- tions and orienting tbe Investment Promotion Cor- Middle East, adding duu 40 activist’s arrest by mayor of Irbid 

dan’s First Business Week, American public on invest- poratioa. Jordanian businesspeople ^ 

a symposium aimed at mar- meni opportunities in the Mr. Khasawneb said tbe representing various firms . ... 

iiTintx^inTn nci-nrHintf tn mM>riTto will hf. rme nf » f Rt FniiiMsffl r'irilkrt nrdered his aiTect. Tile committee's state- former Dlime muust 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan’s First Business Week, 
a symposium aimed at mar- 
keting the country abroad 
and encouraging invest- 
ment in local projects, will 
open in the U.S. city of 
Detroit to^y under the 
patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The meeting, which was 
organised by the Jordan 
Ei^orts Development and 
Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration (JEDCO). in coop- 
eration with the Jordanian 
embassy in Washington and 
with support from the gov- 
ernor of the state of Michi- 
gan. aims at developing 
American-Jordanian rela- 


tions and orienting tbe 
American public on invest- 
ment opportunities in the 
Kingdom, according to 
Bashar Khasawneh, 

JEDCO acting director. 

He told a press confer- 
ence Sunday that the meet- 
ing, to be opened by 
Deputy I^ime Minister 
Jawad Anani, who will 
stand in for the Crown 
Prince, will be attended by 
representatives of 60 Jor- 
danian industrial finns, the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce, the Amman 
Chamber of Indusoy, the 
Jordanian Industrial Estates 
Corporation. and the 


Investment Promotion Cor- 
poration. 

Mr. Khasawneb said tbe 
meeting will be one of a 
series of seminars to be 
addressed by Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Supply 
Hani Mulki on Jordaman- 
American economic rela- 
tions. 

The meetings will high- 
light Jordan’s pharmaceuti- 
cal industries and the coun- 
try’s cultural and historical 
b^kground and archaeo- 
logical sites. 

Mr. Khasawneh said tbe 
week’s activities will 
include workshops boost- 
ing trade between the state 
of Michigan and Jordan, as 
well as other parts of the 


Middle East, adding tluu 40 
Jordanian businesspeople 
representing various firms 
will attend the meetings, in 
addition to the American 
companies that are partially 
financing the event 

According to Mr. Kha- 
sawneh, Jordan’s exports to 
the U.S. in 1994 amounted 
to JD8.029 million, rising 
to JD 14.677 million in 

1995, and JD13.774 million 
in 1996. 

Jordan impoited 

JD232^5 miltion worth of 
American products in 1994, 
JD240.512 million in 1995, 
and JD294.904 mil li nn in 

1996, be explained. 


Weekend storm death toll rises to three 


By Rana Hussrini 
Jetdan Times Su^ Reporter 


AMMAN — The death toU 
attributed to tltis weekoid's 
sand and rain storm has risen 
to . thite. after tbe Gvil 
Defence Department (CDD) 
Sunday reported two more 
deaths. 

Id Balqa, a 42-year-old 
man was killed Sunday 
morning after a two-tonne 
rock that was loosened by the 
heavy rain fell on him in the 
town of Um Jozah, CDD 
officials said. 


<22^pcaiii Farid Shaiee’ of 
me CDD said the rain soft- 
ened the mud sorrounefing 
the rock, and me rock rolled 
down the hill Where Mah- 
moud Abu R umm an was 
woridng and struck him. 

Slippy roads caused the 
deam Sanirday of a 35-y^- 
old woman, who was riding 
in a pick-up truck that Pri- 
ded off the main road in 
Zarqa and colled ovec, police 
repoffted. 

Tbe police put tbe number 
of road axideots during die 
past three days at 145. 


Initial lepoits had incficated 
that one woman, a shep- 
herdess from the town of 
Jizza, was killed afrer being 
sw^t away by dte floods. 
and more than 40 people 
were injured, 

Tbe Meteorological 
Dq»rtiiient is forecasting 
more muodeisforztts, accom- 
panied by heavy showers, in 
some areas of me KingJoai 
It is also forecasting a fritdier 
drop in temponature. 

The Jordw News Agency. 
Petra, reported yesterday that 
police helicopters evacuued 


11 people who were trapped 
at a ranch in the Jaffer area. 

An interruption in tbe elec- 
tricity supply to some vil- 
lages in the Iibid re^cn 
ottruoed after strong nmds 
knocked down some power 
lines, Petra said. 

llie strong winds and rain 
cau^ oac^ in me walls of 
a number of old homes in 
many parts of the IGngdooi. 

In arkUtion, the bana]^ crop 
in tbe Jor^ \^dley was 
severely affected, with fann- 
ers estimating losses exceed- 
ing JD200.000. 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The ffigher 
Committee for the Coradi- 
nation Among the Oppt^i- 
tion Parties (HCCAOP) 
yesterday denounced the 
arrest of a pro-boycoct 
activist in Iibid. 

A press statement signed 
by t^ current chairman of 
tbe ten-party commioee, 
Mobamrnad Zou’bL said 
tbe mayor of the normeni 
industrial town onJered die 
arrest of Shehadeh Abu 
Sharif for “hiiutering tbe 
election process.” 

Mr. Abu Sharif reported- 
ly went to the frbid Munic- 
ipaliQ' building to ask fox 
authorisation to bold a 
public meeting. When he 
refused to sign a written 
guarantee that me meeting 
would not represent ”an 
incitement to boycott the 
elections,” mayor 


ordered his arrest. 

Mr. Zou’bi stated that 
'Uie opposition parties 
condeixm such actions and 
demand that the govern- 
ment stop interfering with 
tbe citizens' constitutional 
freedom to express their 
stands and opinions.” 

Mr. Abu Sharif belongs 
to a group that calls itself 
'The Movement in Sup- 
port of Election Boycott," 
which Friday issued an 
appeal to all Jordanians to 
boycott the Nov. 4 polls. 

In its statement, the 
group criticised the one- 
person, one-vote system as 
“serving only the interests 
of the government and not 
those of tbe people” and 
condemned the Oslo and 
Wadi Araba accord. 

Mr. Zou’bi’s statement in 
support of Mr. Abu Sharif 
represents the first link 
between the group and the 
HCGAOP. ' " 


The committee's state- 
ment accused the govern- 
ment of “taking further 
action [against those in 
favour of foe boycott], like 
transferring aU public 
employees suspected of 
spreading the boycott call 
to remote areas, and espe- 
cially those belonging to 
pro-boycott parties.” 

Mr. Zou'bi also stated 
that the government is 
“threatening to impose 
financial sanctions on 
those calling for the boy- 
cott.” 

Ten opposition parties, 
including the Islamic 
Action Front, the pan-Ara- 
bist A1 MustaqbaL and the 
leftist Hashd, answered the 
Muslim Brotherhood's 
July call for an election 
boycott. 

Tbe Union of tbe Profes- 
sional Associations and 
two groups of independent 
personalities, one led by 


former prime ministers 
Taher Masri and Ahmad 
Obeidat and the second led 
by outspoken opposition 
leader Leith Shbeilat, also 
joined the pro-boycott 
front. 

In a related development, 
the Ministry of Interior 
Saturday issued further 
regulations concerning the 
upcoming elections of the 
Kingdom’s 13th Parlia- 
ment. 

The regulations state that 
no weapons, even licensed 
ones, can be carried by 
candidates or voters into 
the balloting stations and 
veiled women shall uncov- 
er their faces in order to be 
identified by female gov- 
ernment officials before 
casting their votes. Such 
measures, the ministry 
maintained, are aimed at 
preventing fraud. 


Jordan 
Times Fax 
69(^483 


Court hears final expert witness in father’s murder trial 


By Rana Uussdni 
Jordan Times Steff Reporter 


AMMAN — The C riminal 
Coun Sunday heard the last' 
witness e^qtert in the case of 
Mozen Ma^. tbe 34-year-oJd 
father accused of poisoning his 
two children in Shmeisani in 
September 1996. 

Mr. Ma^ reponediy con- 
fessed to authorities on SepL 
25 that he killed lus children by 
administering two cyanide 
pills to Hanin . nine, and Kani. 


sbt, before leaving for wok on 
the morning of 11. 

Head of tbe National Ihsti- 
lute for Forensic Medidne 
Mo'men Hadidi told the court 
that be examined the primmai 
lab iqxHT, which indicated that 
betw^ 600 and 650 mil- 
[igrammes of cyaiude per litre 
were detected in tbe ddldren’s 
blood. 

Last week, criminal lab 
experts testified that they made 
an error in the m^iod of 
detecting the cyanide percent- 


age and used the mulimece per 
blood litre instead on the 
dedmetre measurement unit, 
and that tbe actual peicentage 
of cyanide was 60 to 65 mil- 
ligcammes per litre. 

“When I saw ifae report. I felt 
that tbe percentage of cy^de 
was high^ but I did not inteifeie 
because it is not my duty,” Dc. 
Hadidi told the comt, adding 
that “a percentage of 60 to 65 
mnUgramines per litre seemed 
more appropriate.” 

Two weeks after tie incident. 


Mr. Masri confess to Idlling ' 
his two chUdreo **out of jeal- 
ousy because they were more 
attached to their mother titan 
him.” 

However, in January Me 
Masri retracted his previous 
confession in court cldmii^ 
that he made lus statements 
under psychologicaL pressure 
exerted on him by the authori- 
ties. 

At tbe end of the 30-rriiDute 
court session. Defence Attor- 
ney Ahmad N^da^ asbed tiie 


court to sununoo a previous 
defence witness, Samir 
Qam.a?., K) clarify the inaccura- 
cy in the new leporis, which 
were biou^t up by the testi- 
mony of the couit witnesses. 

Tbe court tzibunaL beaded by 
Judge Mohammad Ajarmeb 
and including Judges Mlfleh 
Mobddio and Issa Hamdan, 
accepted bfr Nafdawi's 
request and adjourned tbe ses- 
sion to Oct 27 to bear £^. 
Qamaz's testimmy in the case. 


UJHflT’S 

GOING 

ON 


* “Al Yasileb: A Classical 
Site in Northern Jordan” by 
Dr. Zaydoun Al-Muhaisen at 
tbe Friends of Archaeology 
Centre at 6:(X) p.ra. (Tel. 
696682). 


EUROPEAN FILM 
festival 

* Austrian film “Malambo” 
and Swedish film “Elvira 
Madigan" at the Royal Cultur- 
al Ontre al 4:30 pjn. and 
8:00 p.m. respectively 


EXEOBrnONS 

* Ceramics exhibition by 
Ra'd Dlaimi al Ofali Art 
Galleiy. Unim Uibeina, until 
Oct 30. 

* “OrientaJ Gem Trees” by 


Latifi Hamdw at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Oct 23. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist 
Walid NasraJIah ai Ham- 
mourabi An Gallery, Gardens 
Street until (Tct 28. 

* Paintings by Abdul Qader 
Bakheet at Insiituto Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman, until Oct. 30. 

* Works by Iraqi artist Ali 
Al-Ebadi at Baladna An 
Gallery, Gardens Street until 
Oct 23 (Tbl. 5557598). 


CONCERT 

* Musical performance by 
Beddy For Music at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.ni. 


MOTOR SHOW 

• •‘Motor Show 98" at the 
Amman Intcniational Motor 
Show (Tel. 71421 1) until Oct 
20 . 

LECTURES 

* •Trifles Make the Sum of 
Life" by Dr. Nicholas Linfieid 
at the British Council, Jabal 
Amman at 5;00 p.m 


CONDOLENCES 


The Advisory Committee and all members of the 
Friends of Archaeology/Jordan 
extend heartfelt condolences to their friend and 
colleague 

Mrs. Paula Williams Brown 


on the tragic loss of her husband, 

Mr. Dennis L. Brown, 

in the United States. He gave a lifetime of service 
and friendship to the people of Jordan. Syria and 


Palestine. 

May ha rest 


in peace. 


.IORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 77SIII‘]9 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10... A Show Widi the Mouse 
14G0 Cowboys of tbe Moo Mesa 
15KK) .......GiilcQe Sports Special 

15:30 Ridin g High 



16riN) ..Animal Show 

16:30 ...Ocean GUI 

17:15 ....french Programmes 

19:00 - — News in French 

19:15 French programme 

19:30 News Headline 

19:35 — Neighbours 

20dM) ....Cnnedy — Murphy 

Brown 

20:30 Babylon 5 

21:10 — Highlander 


22:00 News in English 

22:30 ...1 >Emeigency Room 

23:15 ,...„„.ijoniicKte 

23:59 End of XX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:21 

05:3g 

...—Fajr 

U:20 

-.Dhuhr 

14:32 

‘Asr 

17:03 


18:20. 

- — 


TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Cfanreh TeL 661757. 
Rna Saoda axBdi IH. 622366 
Anglicatt ChnrdiTeL 652826. 
Armenian CatboBc CboFch TeL 

771331. 

Arm enian Orthodox QuiFCh 
TeL 775261. 

St E^^iraiin QnndilbL 771751. 
Amman Intamatinta] Chnrdi 
TeL 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

Genuan-speakii^ Evai^tiBcal 
Congrqatk» Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazaitne TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Cbnrcfa 

in Amman TeL 81 12S^ 

English-spealoDg 

Latin Catbtdks Parisfa TeL 

61419a 


skies will be cloudy to paitly- 
cloudy with a chance of scattered 
showexs, winds nortiierly tnoder- 
ate, and seas calm. 


Mia/Max. temp. 

Amman 13/21 

Aqaba. 18/26 

Deserts...... 11/23 

Jordan 17^ 


IRBID: 

Dc Ahmad Qanu . 
Al Quds ii^Biniacy .. 
ZARQA: 

Dr. FahdJabir 

Khalifeb pharmacy... 


281484 

(-) 


Electric Power Co-.->...— .^6^1 
RJ Flight Infonnation ./)&-532(X) 
Queen AUa lotL Aiipcwt 08-53200 

HOSPnALS 


,>984549 

.-985417 


AMMAN: 

lifmiila __ 


J630195 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday’s hi^ ten^)etatures: 
Amman 23, Aqaba 27 Humidiiy 
rearftogs: Amman 59 per cent, 
Aqaba 72 percent 


Food Control Oentre 637111 

(3v3I>3fen«Dqa a nis n c — 661111 
CivO Defence Immediate Rescue 
ii30341 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


Civfl Defence Emetgency. — 199 
Risajefofibe— .192, 6211 II, 637777 
Fire Brigade^-— 617101 


Blood Bank. 


Highway Police. 


-775121 

«843402 


NIGHT DUTY 


Traffic ftlice......—— .—896390 

Public Security DqX— . 630321 


Kussdn Mtttkal Geore _8L3813^ 
Khalidi Mmetnity— . 644281/6 
AkOeh Maletmty. — ..._642441/2 
Jabd Amman Kfaterniiy _642362 

MaIhas,J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine. Sfameisaci 607071 

Shmeisani Ho^ital ^69131 

Univosify Ho^rfol 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital —.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abc^ —.66612607 

A]-Ahii,.Abdaii 664164« 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-B«shh: 775111/26 

Army. Mazka ..-.—.8916111/15 


AMMAN: 

Dn MokfaksHaiaseh 


J5I9220 


Dc. RnhiSukkar 


.856457 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifidi,TbLSI0740 
AssembUes oT God Church Tel 
632785. 

St Joseph Omreh TeL 624590 
Cburdi of the Armunkation 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment ofMereomlogy 
Relative cold weather coaditions 
win prevail with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. There will be scat- 
hed showers accongianied by 
thundecstonns and winds wesieily 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 


De. YoDSCfAlFsqib 790104 

Dc FhdlAlKliatib 86S4S6 

firas pharmacy .661912 


Hotel Complaints 605800 

JVice Comp}aioi5-..-...-661 1 76 
& SeMotgp Ooofhias -897467 
Amman Munidpality Complaints 
787111 


Tefepbone Infonnation (directory 
assistance) 121 


(Jueea Aha Ho^tal -602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Ootie for Heart and 

Special Surety 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Ho^ital 


Ferdows pbazma^ . 


-778336 


A] Asema fdtannaey .>..-.637055 

Naiioukh fducniacy .623672 

Al Salam pbarroar^ 636730 

Yacoub {tonacy ..-...-..644945 
Shmtricani pharmacy —.....637660 
Najib pharmacy .8476!^ 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telqthone 
Repairs , —.623101 


(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 


Abdali TeL Repairs 661101 

Jordan Telerision — ^-.773 i 1 1 

Radio Jofdao ——774111 

Water Autiiority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority ..-.$15615 


Ibo Sioa HospitaL.- <09)986732 
Al HSema Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Kneess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 


Greek i Catholic Hospital 18:30- Casablanca. 'niiiis (RJ) 

(02)272275 19 JO Milan iRJ) 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 03:55 .....Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

— — (02)247100 (M:10 Kuala Lumpur. Abu Dhaln 

AQABA: (add) (RJ) 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 (Jther Flights 

09:30 — Al’Arish(PF) 

FORTH ET'K AVKLLEK 09:4S^ Khartoum (SD) 

QUEEN ALIA 13:10 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 

INTERNATIONAL 14.-05 -..Vienna (OS) 

AIRPORT 15-.50 Doha (QRi 

19*J0 Tel Aviv (LY) 

This bdbrmaaon is supplied by 20:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Royal Jordankm (RJ) i/^omujtion 21:15 .Cairo (MS I 

depanment at ifie Queen Alia 22J0 Athens (OA) 

bdematwaal Ai/pon TeL OO’JO --Amsteithm. Damasews (KL) 

f08)55200'5. vdiere is should 

ahritys be verified. Information m Royal VVings (RW) 

rttter Jlishts oan be supplied on 06KI5 Tel Aviv (RW) 

phone 08 (527001 07:25 -...-Amman (QAIA) (RWi 

07:15 Amman (Maika Airport) 

arrivals ™ 

09*,50 Aqaba (RW) 

Royal Jordanian (RJT) Fl^its }i'i® - -Aminan (.QAIA) (RW) 

07:05 Damascus (RJ) Amman (Marka Airport) 

07JO Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30.- Jeddah (RJ) Aqaba (RWj 

08:45 .New Delhi (RJj Amman (Maika Airport) 

09-J0 —DubaL Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25. Beirut (RJ) 

14:15 — Kuwait (RJ) DEPARTURES 

16:15 -..Cairo (RJ) Jordanian iRJl FTighls 

16:30 -.J-ondon(^) Beirut (RJj 

iti^WNew York, Amsterdam (RJ) 08»40 JCuwaiiHU) 

18K» — Bangkok (RJ) Urf)0 Milan (RJ) 


11:20 

12:15 

12-.25 

12:35 

20:45 

2000 

21:05 

22:45 

23K)0 


Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) \ 

Cairo (RJ) i 

-.-London (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

— Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

— Abdu Kiabi (RJ) 

-.-.Dubai, Muscat (RJ)j 

——...Sanaa (RJj| 

Damascus (RJ) 


Other Flights 

08K)0 ..—.Ddiut (ME) 

08:10 London (BA) 

10-JO „.„A] ’Arish (PF) 

U.H)0 — .Khartoum (SDl 

14:00 Rflhn iin (GF) 

14:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:50 - DohafQR) 

20:10 - _....TeIAviv(LY) 

22:15 Cairo (M^ 


22:55 Damascus, F<iris(AJ9 

01:30 Amster dam (KL) 

03:00 AtiwnsCOA) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

05G0 Amman (Marka AkporO 
(RW) 

06^0 ^TcIAvivClW^ 

07:55 Amman ((JAIA) 

(MfcSO Amman (Maria ADpeO}, 
OW) '.J 

10:20 Aqaba 

H:40 Amman (QAlA) 

20v30 .——Amman (QAIA) 
21:50 — Aqate 
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ARAB BANK GROUP 


Balance Sheet as of 30 June 1997 and 1996 


r 



Assets 

1997 

1996 


USD ( 000) 

USD (’000) 

Cash and due from banks 

5,882,535 

5,640,200 

Government and trading 



securities 

953,624 

1,326,583 

Loans and advances, net 

7,087,599 

6,309,604 

Long-term investments, net 

1,523,818 

1,118,545 

Fixed assets, net 

108,950 

96,129 

Other assets 

359,591 

350,479 

Total Assets 

15,916,117 

14,841,540 

Customers' liability on guarantees. 



letters of credit and other contingencies 5,203,701 

5,919,950 

f Total 

21,119,818 


Net profit for the period ended 30 June 1997 and 30 Jone 1996 was included in ** Other Liabilities" 

Main branches in the Arab countries 

Branch Country (No. of branches) P.O.Box Telephone Facsimile 


Shmeisani, Amman 

Jordan (85) 

950546 

607231 

670564 

King Faisal St. Amman 


68 

638161 

637082 

Ramallah 

West Bank (9) 

1487 

9954822 

9954824 

Gaza 

Gaza Strip (3) 

91 

866288 

820704 

Manama O.B.U. 

Bahrain (1) 

813 

212255 

224475 

Manama 

Bahrain (3) 

395 

229988 

210443 

Cairo 

Egypt (6) 

2006 

5746218 

5746165 

Beirut 

Lebanon (10) 

11-1015 

980430 

980803 

Doha 

Qatar (2) 

172 

437979 

410774 

Abu Dhabi 

U.A.E. (8) 

875 

274111 

272433 

Dubai 


11364 

228845 

285974 

Sana'a 

Yemen (7) 

475 

276584 

276583 


C 


Main branches in Europe, Asia and U.S.A. 


3 


BraDch 


Country (No. of branches) P.O.Box Telephone Facsimile 


Nicosia 

Paris 

Athens 

Rome 

Madrid 

London 

Singapore 

Seoul 

New York 


Cyprus (4) 
France (2) 
Greece (1) 
Italy f 1 ) 
Spain (3) 
U.K. (3) 
Singapore (1) 
S. Korea (1) 
U.S.A. (1) 


5650 

319 

30357 

745 


457111 367741 

45616000 42890978 

3255401 3255519 

69940479 6795601 

3084290 3086482 

3158500 6007620 

5330055 5322150 

3179000 7570124 

7159700 5934632 


— 

Liabilities and 
Shareholders’ Equity 

1997 
USD (’000) 

1996 
USD (’000) 

Customer deposits 

10,571,772 

9,716,922 

Bank deposits 

3,004,504 

3,014,576 

Other liabilities 

953,143 

■868,951 

Total Liabilities 

14,529,419 

13,600,449 

Capital 

84,897 

84,897 

Statutory reserve 

78,766 

78,181 

Voluntary reserve 

218,836 

179,230 

General reserve 

738,626 

641,782 

Reserves with associated companies 

310,944 

273,823 

Retained earnings 

483 

2,031 

Total 

1,432,552 

1359,944 

Translation adjustments 

(45,854) 

(18,853) 

Total Shareholders’ Equity 

1386,698 

1,241,091 

Total Liabilities and 
Shareholders’ Equity 

15,916,117 

14,841,540 

Guarantees, letters of credit and other 
contingencies 

5,203,701 

5,919,950 

Total 

21319,818 

20,761,490 

■ ■ • • • 

1 ’ • * * * It . 


JOD 1 = USD 1.41 on 30/06/1997 
JOD 1 = USD 1.41 on 30/06/1996 

Income Statement for the period 

1997 

1996" 

ended 30 June 1997 and 1996 

V 

USD (’000) 

USD (’000) 

J 

Net interest and commission 

230,997 

218,154 

Plus: Foreign exchange trading 

14,841 

12,201 

Other income 

16,803 

13,426 


262,641 

243,781 

Less: General and administrative expenses 

127,470 

120,875 

Net income before tax 

135,171 

122,906 

Income tax 

26,606 

27,340 

Net income 

108,565 

95,566 


Sister, Subsidiary and associated companies 


Country P.O.Box Telephone J Facsimile 


Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. 


Sister, Subsidiary and Associated Companies 


Arab Bank 


Percentage of Ownership 


Arab Bank (Switzerland) Ltd. - Zurich, Geneva 

.Arab Bank Australia Ltd. - Sydney 

Arab Bank ( Austria) AG - Vienna 

Arab Bank AG - Frankfurt / Germany 

Finance . Accountancy, Mohassaba S.A. - Geneva 

Islamic International Arab Bank-Amman 

Arab Tunisian Bank - Tunis 

Arab Palestinian Investment Bank - Ramallah 

Arab Bank Maroc - Morocco 

Oman Arab Bank - Oman 

Arab National Bank - Saudi Arabia 

Arabia Insurance Co., Lebanon 

Commercial Building Co., Lebanon 


100 % 

100 % 

100 % 

100% 

100 % 

100 % 

64% 

55% 

50% 

49% 

40% 

37% 

30% 


Arab Bank Australia Ltd. 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG 
Arab Bank AG 
Finance, Accountancy, 
Mohassaba S.A. 

Arab Tunisian Bank 
Oman Arab Bank S.A.O. 

Arab Bank Maroc 
Arab National Bank 
Arabia Insurance Co. 

Arab Palestinian Investment Bank 


Zurich 

Geneva 

Sydney 

Vienna 

Frankfurt 


5281 

1096 

N-645 

100 

100127 


2657111 

7151211 

93778900 

5134240 

242590 


2657330 

7322460 

92215428 

51342409 

235471 


Geneva 

Tunis 

Ruwi 

Casablanca 

Riyadh 

Beirut 

Ramallah 


1506 

520 

2010 

13810 

56921 

11-2172 

1268 


9083000 

349736 

706265 

223152 

4029000 

363610 

9987126 


7387229 

349278 

797736 

200233 

4027747 

365139 

9987125 


Representative offices Beijing ( Peking ) China Tel. 65182858 

Shanghai China Tel. 65077737 

Santiago Chile Tel. 2342608 


Fax 65182358 
Fax 65072776 
Fax 2344745 


ARAB BANK, GENERAL MANAGEMENT, SHMEISANI, AMMAN, F.OSOX 950544-5. 
TELEPHONE : 607115, 607231, TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO, FAX : (962) (6) 606793 


Visit our website on the Internet at http://www.arabbank.com 
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Montenegrins vote for 
tarnished candidates 


BELGRADE (R) — 

Montenegrins voted Sunday 
at the end of a presidential 
election campaign in which 
the Yugoslav Republic's 
two top political leaders tar- 
nished each other with 
accusations of massive cor- 
rupdoD. 

The early turnout was 
heavy after an indecisive 
first round two weeks ago 
when outgoing President 
Momir Bulatovic edged 
reformist Prime Minister 
1^0 Djukanovic by just 
2^ votes. 

Mr. Bulatovic’s strong 
showing surprised Mr. 
Djukanovic, who had 
e;q)ected to cruise to victob^ 
after sidelining his former 
ally and taking control of 
the state apparatus dur^ a 
year of political infighting. 

Opinions polls forecast 
die second round result 
would be close as Mr. 
Bulatovic complained that 
electoral tegisiers had been 
doctored in Mr. 
Djukanovic's favour 

between the two rounds. 

The final stages of the 
race teetered on the brink of 
farce when police loyal to 
Mr. Djukanovic arrested a 
group of men from 
Belgrade who claimed they 
had been seat to foment 
trouble if Mr. Bulatovic 
lost ^ 

Their leader, who 
escaped, was named as a 
Yugoslav anny major called 
Rambo. 

Diplomats smd the credi- 
bility of both men had been 
ba^y damaged by coirup- 
tion charges, involving mil- 
lions of dollars, which they 
hurled at each other and 
their families during two 
television debates last 
week. 


*'If a firaction of wh^ they 
said is true, either of these 
two should be in jail, not 
competing for the presiden- 
cy,” one political source 
said. 

Mr. Bulatovic accused the 
35-year-oId pi^e minister 
of smuggling cigarettes and 
drugs and of embezzling 
money from the state pen- 
sion fiind. 

Mr. Djukanovic denied 
the accusations, as (fid Mr. 
Bulatovic when he was 
accused in turn of stealing 
SIS million destined for the 
purchase of two Boeings for 
Monteneg^ Airways. 

The criminality issue, 
which Mr. Bulatovic also 
exploited during the first 
round, struck a chord with 
voters who saw a class of 
new rich emerge during the 
black mariset era diat flour- 
is^d during U.N. sanctions 
agains t Yugoslavia. 

While most economic 
activity slowed nearly to a 
halt under the 1^2-95 
sanctions, imposed for 
Yugoslavia's role in the 
Bosnian war, the new elite 
flaunted its emblems — 
imported sports cars and 
mobile phones — on 
Montenegro's Adriatic 
Riviera. 

The corruption dispute 
overshadowed the political 
stakes between Mr. 
Bulatovic, the candidate of 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic, and 
Mr. Djukanovic who has led 
a drive to liberalise the 
republic's economy. 

The prime minister, an 
avowed foe of Mr. 
Milosevic and the system of 
tight socialist state controls 
he enforces in Yugoslavia, 
has pitched successfully for 
U.S. and West European 


support for his leforms. 

Hrs political backers 
feared his cre^bility abroad 
could be affected by the 
accusations made against 

him. 

Although Mr. Bulatovic 
suffered a series of politick 
defeats since his break with 
Mr. Djukanovic last year, 
the first round result 
showed he was more popu- 
lar than expected with ordi- 
nary voters. 

His warning that Mr. 
Djukanovic's fight with Mr. 
>^osevic could lead to 
Montenegro's secession 
fiom Yugoslavia gained the 
support of Serb loyalists 
lightened of confrontation. 

First round results, show- 
ing that Muslim and ethnic 
Albanian voters supported 
Mr. Djukanovic, also swung 
nationalist support tehind 
Mr. Bulatovic. 

Victory for Mr. Bulatovic 
would give limited help to 
Mr. Milosevic whose own 
political position has been 
weakened by setbacks for 
his ruling Sodalist Par^ 
(SPS) in Serbian presiden- 
tial and paiiiamentaiy elec- 
tions. 

It would chiefly ensure 
the Djukanovic was denied 
a seat on the supreme 
defence council composed 
of the presidents of 
Yugoslavia, Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

Defeat for Mr. 
Djukanovic would be rela- 
tive. He would remain 
prime minister with control 
of parliament, most of the 
state bureaucracy and the 
police. 

Tht prime mimster promised 
opposinoa parties he would hold 
pafliamen ta^ elections next 
march in rttum for (heir support of 
his bid for the presideocy. 


Bosnian Serb hardliners confirm 


they wiU take part In elections 


PALE, Bosoia-Herzegovina 
(AFP) — Kardlioe Bosnian 
Serbs loyal to former 
Leader Radovan Karadzic 
tiuust aside their reserva- 
tions and decided to take 
part in polls in the Bosnian 
Serb entity next month, 
SRNA news agency said 
Sunday. 

“Ihe main committee of 
the Serb Democratic Party 
(SDS) has decided to take 
part in the legislative and 
presidential elections,” a 
statement carried by the 
Bosnian Serb news agency 
said. 

Legislative elections are 
due to take place in the 
Bosnian Serb entity on Nov. 
23 under the supervision of 


the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). 

They could help resolve a 
lengthy power struggle 
between the Serb member 
of the Bosnian Presidency 
Momcilo Krajisnik, a hard- 
liner based in Pale, and 
Bosnian Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic, based in 
Banja Luka who is backed 
by the international com- 
munity. 

The SDS said previously 
it wanted other elections to 
be held on Dec. 7 for Ms. 
Plavsic's and Ms. 
Krajisnik's posts but the 
international community 
has yet to take a decision on 
this issue. 


SRNA also reported that 
there had been a reshuffle in 
the leadership of the SDS, 
with Che leadership ‘'reor- 
ganised” 

It said that Aleksa Buha 
who was appointed *interim 
president" when Mr. 
Karadzic was forced to step 
down in July 1996, had 
become “acting president” 
of a six-member party pres- 
idency, which includkl Ms. 
Krajisnik. 

Analysts say that the 
move down^aded Ms. 
Buha and boosted Ms. 
Krajisnik while the press in 
Belgrade said it app^ed to 
have confirmed a split in the 
SDS hierarchy between the 
two. 


Kohl faces fresh dissent 
within own ranks 


BONN (R) — QianceUor 
Helmut Kohl faced a fresh 
barrage of dissent from the 
ranks of his Christian 
Democrats Sunday 

over his pled^ to rule 
Gennany until 2002 if be 
wins next year's general elec- 
tion. 

In an io^iroiDptu announce- 
meat last week. Mr. KohL 67. 
who had alre^y said he 
incended to stand for a record 
Gfdi term in tbe September 
1998 poll quashed specula- 
tion he might step down in 
mid-tenn saying he would 
serve all four years. 

Ml Kohl has already 
become Germany's longest 
serving cbanceDor this centu- 
ry by leading his centre-right 
coalition government since 
19S2. Stayii^ until 2002 
would take him past the 19 
years diat “iron chancellor'’ 
Otto von Bismarck served in 
Cbe last century without tbe 
inconvenience of elections. 

CDU deputy pariiamemary 
leader Heiner Geissler wel- 
comed Mr. Kohl’s public 
anointment of long-time heir 
^ipaient Wolfgang 

Schaeuble. But be criticised 
Mr. Kohl’s intent to c^g on 
to power for ancrther five 
years. 

“It only makes s«aise to 
announce a successor when 
be is about to take over Afrer 
all we ate not a hereditary 


monarchy,” Mr. Geissler told 
Bild am Sonntag newspaper 
in an interview. 

'‘Even the Pope doesn't 
name his successor,” he said 

Michael GIos, a prominent 
member of tiie CDU's 
Bavarian sister party the 
Clsistiaa Social Union 
(CSU), also criticised Mr. 
Kohl saying that although 
Mr. Schaeuble was a good 
choice, it was jxematuie of 
Ml to address tiie issue 
now. 

Mr. Qos told N-TV all- 
oews television station Ml 
Kohl had no right m deter- 
mine such an important issue 
without consulting his 
Bavarian allies fosi 

Members of a l(X)se group- 
ing of ambitious CDU back- 
benchers and regional leaders 
known as the “young \rild 
bunch” chimed is, rritenadog 
their demand for Ml Kohl to 
step aside earlier to make 
way fcM* fiiesh blood at tiie top. 

CDU General Secretary 
Pet^ Hintze biusbed off tiieir 
criticism in a ‘stfltftfnftnt 
declaring that the veteran 
leader had ample “suength 
and Joy” to complete another 
term in office, adding that the 
discussion was “siq>erfiu- 
ous". 

Mr. Kohl, often dubbed the 
“eternal chancelloc”, also 
pla}ted down his image of tbe 
imniovable monarch and told 


ZDF television he was con- 
vinced his whole election 
team had a winniiig ticket 

‘Tm not going into the 
electirai, as it were, hokfing a 
banner that says ‘I am tiK 
chancellor, but we eiqiea a 
number of colleagues to fig- 
ure inqx>rtaiitly in this and 
eariier (i^onal state) elec- 
tion campaigns,” Mr. Kohl 
said, according to tiie text of 
the interview to be broadcast 
later in the day. 

Mr. Kohl dismissed specu- 
lation tbe CDU might fonn a 
grand coalition with the 
opposition Social Democrats 
if its junior partners, the Free 
Democrats (FDP), flunk the 
five per cent hurdle to return 
to the Bono parliament as 
pnetficted by polls. 

Emnid research group sur- 
veys this month showed sup- 
port for tbe FDP fluctuating 
between four and six per 
cent 

*T will not fonn a grand 
coalition. 1 do not predict tifis 
to be the (Section) result,” 
Mr. Kohl said, adding that 
this was also the view of Mr. 
Schaeuble, who is the CDU's 
pariiamentary groiqi leader in 
Boon. 

Speculation about a grand 
coalition was pronyiied after 
Mr. Kohl announced Ml 
S chaeuble would be bis suc- 
cessor last week. 



An aerial view of Fapania Prison near Christ churd& where five prison gioards have 
been taken hostage by inmates (Reuter photo) 

N. Zealand hostage-taking 
inmates granted help 


Governments should seek 
U.N. help to fight money 
laundering — Interpol 


CHRISTCHURCH, New 
Zealand (AFP) — Four 
prison officers at Paparua 
prison near here had an 
emotional reunion with 
families and colleagues 
Sunday when they were 
fr^ after a 26-hour stond- 
ofl^ in on explosive-wired 
prison wing. Authorities at 
Paponia prison announced 
an end to the drama sbonly 
before 7:00 p.m. (0700 
GMT). 

When the hostages were 
released to waiting col- 
leagues, emotions boiled 
over in jubilant scenes of 
hugging. tears and 
applause, NZPA reported 
Simday. 

In return for releasing the 
hostages and surrendering 
all weapons, tbe four 
inmates who masterminded 
the plan to take them cap- 
tive will be allowed to con- 
sult senior Auckland crimi- 
nal lawyer Kevin Ryan and 
Private investigaior Bryan 
Rowe. Tbe inmates will be 
able to explain their griev- 
ani^ to the two and seek 
advice on their claims of 
injustice and police incom- 
petebce. 

The inmates said they had 
taken hostages td get a 
criminal cases review com- 
mission set up. Two other 
prison officers — one of 
them a woman — taken 
hostage Saturday were 


freed earlier. 

AH hostages were 
unharmed, Imt very tired 
and emotional Canterbury 
prisons Manager Monk 

said 

During tbe siege. 80 
inmates, including 22 con- 
victed murderers, were bar- 
ricaded inro ffie wing with 
the six hostages. Sticks of 
gelignite smuggled into the 
prison were allegedly wired 
to the front door and door of 
the manager's office, where 
the offittrs were held 
Prison staff wtxild not com- 
ment on Irow the guards 
were taten hosta^. 

Mr. Monk said it was too 
early to say how mai^ of 
the Inmates were involved 
or whether any would face 
charges. *^e had a process 
of very lengthy negotia- 
tions. Although they were 
not easy, we managed to 
establish a rapport with the 
hostages. We treated the 
threats very seriously.*' 

Corrections Minister Paul 
East said late Sunday that 
all security measures at 
Paparua prison would be 
reviewed in the wake of the 
weekend's second breach. 
Prison officers fearing for 
the safety of their col- 
leagues and other inmates 
demanded that the crisis be 
seeded by negotiation and 
not by force. 

“WhHe we can't condone 


what the are doing 

we acknowledge their level 
of desperation and frustra- 
tion,” Public Service 
.Association prison organis- 
er Brian Davies said 

An inquiry is needed to 
explain how Paparua prison 
inmates could overwhelm 
six guards and hold diem 
hostage. Labour justice 
spokesman Phil Goff said 
Sunday night. “Getting 
explosives and weapons 
into the prison shows a frm- 
damental lack of security.” 

Mr. Goff said a dangerous 
precedent would be sec if 
demands of the inmafftg 
were met by prison manage- 
ment n^tiators. “As soon 
as tbe message goes out that 
if you (as an inmate) get 
yourself into that position 
your demands will be met 
then you have a huge incen- 
tive for others to do like- 
wise. “There ought to be an 
enormous reluctance to 
concede to the wishes of the 
prisoners.” 

Mr. Goff said Mr. Haig 
had written to him about 10 
times in the past 18 months, 
pleading for help. ]Vfr. Haig 
claims be was wrongly 
imprisoned for the 19W 
murder of Mark Roderique, 
a crewman on hfr: Haig's 
fishing boat, who was last 
seen on board the boat after 
a fight with Mr. Haig and 
his nephew. David Hogan. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Interpol Sunday urged gov- 
ermneats to take help of 
United Nations-endorsed 
conventicins to fight money 
laundering. 

The internaaonal police 
organisation also said it 
would start a global crack- 
down against jEraudulent 
financial transactions to 
stem corruption and drug 
traffidciog. 

“We are launching an 
attack on organised crime 
and the most effective way 
to deal wiffi it is to take 
away its financial back-up.” 
Inte^l Secretary General 
Robert Kendall told the 
Press Trust of India in an 
interview. 

Mr. Kendall who is 
attending an ongoing 
Interpol conference in New 
Delhi, said illegal money 
transactions across the 
world could amount to 
more than $500 billion 
annually. 

He said states could use a 
1988 U>1. convention on 
money laundering and drug 
tiaffiddng and added indi- 
vidual governments should 
also draft laws to prevent 
the illegal flow of money 
across ffieir borders. 

“Some of these countries 
have now amended their 
laws for the purpose. 

“Several others still do 
not have proper legislations 
to check money laundering 
even though fraudulent 
commercial operations can 
constitute serious threat to 
the economies of victim 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
n(?[friem Philippines bat- 
tened down agmnst ^boon 
Ivan, the snongest typhoon 
in the country in two years, 
with military units going on 
standby just hours before tbe 
storm was due to make land- 
faU. 


countries. 

“There seems to be cer- 
tain unwillingness among 
some countries to use inter- 
national comentions to 
tackle corruption or money 
laundering issues legally,” 
Mr. Kendal claimed. 

He said fraudulent com- 
mercial operations are 
mainly conducted by peo- 
ple ranging from legitimate 
businessmen, to avoid pay- 
ing taxes. 10 drug traffickers 
or smugglers crying to send 
money abroad 

“International money 
laundering is currently one 
of the most worrying fonns 
of international crime and a 
distinction should be made 
between tax evasion and 
laundering of proceeds of 
crime.” 

loteipol says funds are 
siphoned through several 
means such as bogus firms, 
sale of shares and bonds 
overseas, shady trading, 
computer and maritime 
frauds and through copy- 
right infringeinents. 

“Vast amounts of illegal 
money being transacFed 
globally on a daily basis 
can be carried out only by 
qualified accountants, 
lawyers and financial 
experts, besides computer 
professionals.” Nlr. Kendall 
argued 

Most of the illicit money 
exchanges are done along 
with dmg trafficking and 
the aonu^ amount can be 
much more than S300 bil- 
lion estimated by the U.N.. 
the Interpol chief added 


to all types of seacrafr.” 
Hea^ tain lashed 

Cagayan early Sunday as the 
typtKwn approached but 
diere were no reports of 
casualties or damage, radio 
station DZRH reported 
Armed Forces chief 

General Aroulfo Acedera 


Philippines braces 
for strongest 
typhoon in 2 years 
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Kangaroo 
leads 
police on 
five-hour 
chase 

I MELBOURNE. Australia 
I (AFP) — A 1.5 metres 
kangarex) caught police on 
I the hop Sunday, leading 
them on a five-hour chase 
through tbe streets of 
Melbourne. Tbe eastern 
grey roo, wei^ung 32 
kilogramiDes, was eventu- 
ally cornered, netted and 
wrestied to the ground by 
wildlifo officers after a 
romp through the city 
streets that began at 5 a.m. 
(1800 GMT Saturday). 

A police spokeswoman 
said the two-year-old 
male was first spotted 
about 10 kilometres from 
the city centre and led his 
pursuers ttuough four 
northern suburbs before 
being snared and returned 
to the bush. 

Kangaroos, Australia's 
national symbol are noc- 
cumal and for this reason 
are seldom seen in the 
bush, let alone in the city. 

Police said this one 
probably entered the city 
by following bush which 
begins in the foothills of 
the Great jDividing Range 
and empties into tbe Yarra 
River in the city's inner 
eastern suburbs. 

Wildlife officers said it 
was stressed by its experi- 
ence but otherwise unhuit. 

Although not generally 
aggressive, kangaroos, 
which can weigh up to 66 
kilograitunes ^ grow to 
2.1 metres tall, can be 
dangerous when cornered. 


Primakov to visit Tokyo 


in November 


TOKYO (AfPj — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov will 
visit Japan on Nov. 14 for 
talks wifli Foreign 
Mimster I^zo Obuchi, 
Kyodo Nevro reportecl 
Sunday quoting govero- 
mem sources Irere. 

The visit will follow a 
summit meeting between 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hasbimoto and 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin on Nov. 1-2 in tbe 
Siberian industrial city of 
Krasnoyarsk. 

The Japanese govern- 
ment plans to bold “con- 
tinuous political dialogue” 
with Russia after the sum- 
mit to solve a decades-old 
territorial dispute. Kyodo 
quoted Fc«eign Ministry 
sources as saying. 

Japan and Russia have 
earlier agreed on a vmt to 
Japan by Russian Prime 
Miniscer Vikior 

Chernomyrdin sometime 
between January and 


— report 

March next year. 

Mr. Obuciti plans to visit 
Russia within this year, 
the sources said. 

Tbe territorial row over 
the southern Kuril Islands, 
annexed by Soviet tioops 
in tbe closing days of 
World War II by disputed 
historical and legal claims, 
has prevented Tokyo and 
Moscow from signing a 
postwar peace treaty. 

But Mr. Hasbimoto in 
July proposed joint devel- 
opment of energy 
resources in Siberia and 
the Russian Far East as 
part of a new diplomatic 
approach towards 

Moscow, based on ‘'trust, 
mutual benefit and long- 
term viewpoint.” 

He said promotion of 
ties across wide-ranging 
areas could help break an 
impasse in the territorial 
talks. Tokyo bad balked at 
exteodiog full economic 
cooperation with Moscow 
because of tbe dispute. 


Over the six hours. 
Ivan’s peak winds weakened 
n> 175 kUonieires an hour, 
down by 10 kiloinetres an 
hour, but was still gusting at 
215 kilometzes an hour as it 
came within 150 kilometres 
of land, weaibeimen said 

It was forecast to lash tbe 
Dortiieastem tip of tbe main 
island of Luzon anytime 
before midnight (1600 
GMT). 

Military units in tbe north- 
ern Philippines were 
mobilised for possible rescue 
and relief work (Tver 18 
provinces which were fore- 
cast to be affected 

Tbe typhoon was forecast 
to spare Manila, which in 
November 1995 bore Ak 
brunt of supertypboon 
Angela which killed nearly 
800 people. 

Weatfaennen raised the 
third stage of a four-scale 
alert over the province of 
Cagayan and the nearby 
province of Isabela, and 
warned coasral residents of 
tbe Cagayan Valley region to 
‘'seek higher grounds due to 
possible coas^ flooding and 
big waves.” 

An advisory also warned 
iff ‘^OUgh to phenomenal 

seas” within a 300-kilometre 
radius, deemed “dangerous 


ordered military comman- 
ders in Cagayan Valley and 
tbe centra] Luzon region, 1 
north of Manila, to “take 
apprr^ate action” and to 
mobilise for “rescue, relief 
and rebabiiitatioD efforts” if 
necessary. 

A military statement said 
the army, air force and navy 
were also alerted to provicte 
“appropriate equipment and 
trained personiiel” as need- 
ed. 

The eye of the st(xm was 
150 kilomeires northeast of 
the town of Casiguran at 
4:00 pjn.. It was forecast to 
move northwest at 15 kiio- 
metres an hour and be near 
tbe sparsely populated 
Calayan Islands Monday 
afternoon, the weather 
bureau's latest bulletin said. 

About 20 typhoons and 
storms lash the PhiUppines 
every year. This year tiiQ^ 
have so far accounted for 
about 47 deaths inclucfrag 
the sinking of a ferry in 
August. 

Disaster officials say poor 
public warning systems, sub- 
standard housing materials, 
inadequate rescue eciuipment 
and sheer frsolbanlbess in 
the face of nature's wrath i . 
account for a good porti(Xt of 

the casualties. 


Antarctic rock core samples hold 
clues to ancient climate conditions 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — 
Scientists in Antarctica 
said Sunday th^ have just 
recovered rock core sam- 
ples from 150 meiies 
below the ocean surface 
wUch will reveal climatic 
conditions dating back to 
between 30 and 100 mil- 
lion years. 

Fifty-one scientists from 
28 institutions around tbe 
world are analysing and 
describing the core as it is 
recovered by a drill team 
woriting at C:^ Roberts 
in Antarctica, 1;^ kilome- 
tres north of Scout Base. 


A statement Sunday 
from Antarctica New 
Zealand which manages 
the Cape Roberts Project 
said a 20-tonne rig sits on 
the sea ice about 1.6 
metres thick and extracts 
the rock core from 150 
metres below the surface. 

Chief scientist for the 
project, Victoria 

University Professor Peter 
Barrett, said tbe team 
recovered its first sample 
Friday, after a week spent 
cementing the drill casing 
into basement rock. 

Mr. Barrett said the first 


clues as to how the 
Antarctic ice sheet might 
have changed in relation 
to past climate will 
emerge over the next few 
days, but more detailed 
analysis would occupy 
scientists around the world 
for years to come. 

Sediments recovered to 
date ^pear to be of glacial 
and volcanic origin, with 
imcrofossils indicating 
they are less than two mil- 
lion years old, the state- 
ment said. 

MiTlatrett said it was 
now a race against time to 


extract as much core 
— a hoped-for 800 metres 
by late November 

while temperatures 

remained cool and the sea 
ice stable. ^ 

Tbe eight million 
dollar ($5 miHionlproj^ 
with funding fro®., „ 
United States, Italy, Ne 
Zealand, Britain, 
and Australia, is the 
for international . de^ 
and interest about tee ^ 
bility of the ice 
whether they are 
ble to human-inte^^«^ 
mate change, 
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World News 


’China 
sought to 
donate 
to U.S. 
campaigns’ 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 20, 1997 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
China decided to contribute at 
least $2 million to U^. coo- 
gressioaal races and other 

political campaigns in 1996 
as part of an InflueDce-buyiDg 
effort die Los Angeles Tunes 
reported SundsQ'. 

EfToits the FBI and other 
federal agencies to investigate 
die all^^ plan have been 
thwarted what ofBdals 
as mooey-laundeiing 
eiftnts, the newsjaper said, 
citing U^. ofiBciais. 

The FBI was tipped off to 
die allied plan as eady as 
1995 through intercqHed 
communicadoQs between the 
ChiDese embassy in ^K^shing- 
tcm and the Beijing govem- 
rpatt, die newspaper said. 

The inteic^iied ccxnmuni- 
c^cns showed that the Bei- 
jing government launched die 
campai^ to counter what it 
peiwived as Tkiwan's inoidi- 
□ate political influeace in the 
Unit^ States, the newspafer 
said. 

nrineae officials have 
denied they made any fllegal 
contributicxis to U.S. political 
campaigns, it said. 

The Federal Bureau of 
InvestigadoDS warned six 
members of Congress about 
the Chinese's government’s 
alleged efforts to buy influ- 
ence in early 1996, the report 
said. 

FBI officials also notified 
die White House's Nadonal 
Security Council, but NSC 
officials considered die w'am- 
ing so vague that they did not 
pass it on to more senior aides 
orPreademBili Clinton until 
after cunent controversies 
over canqiQigD fund ixusiog 
broke in the news media, the 
report S£Uil 

Ptobes into the allied 
catt^gn donadoDS 
gone cold due to what 
officials consider deliberate 
efforts to hide the mon^ traiL 
the lepon said. 


Suicide myth 
debunked 
by expert 

WASHINGTON (R) — 

Contrary to popular myt^ 
people who talk rdxmt sid- 
cide often do carry through 
with it and should be takra 
seriously, a mental illness 
expert Kod Sunday. 

“The bottom line is do 
scanething. If someone is 
thinking about suicide, 
they're not going to get better 
by themselves," Dr. E)ouglas 
Jacobs told the American 
Medical .Associadcm's annual 
science reporters' confer- 
ence. 

Dr. Jacobs, executive direc- 
tor of the Nadonal Mental ni- 
ness Screening Ptoje^ said 
most completed suicides in 
the United States potentially 
could have been avoided if 
peqile had sou^t help for an 
und^ying psychiatric ill- 
ness. 

“Suicide is not a diagnosis. 
It is a most unfortunate out- 
come of treatable psychiatric 
illness, usuafly depression, 
schi2X>phienia or alcohol or 
substance abuse." 

An estimated 17 to 20 mil' 
lion Americans suffered from 
depression each year, he said. 
Between 31,000 and 32,000 
people successfully commit 
suicide eveiy year, according 
to figures ftom the National 
Centre for Health Statistics. 

Dr. Jacobs, wlio also is an 
associate professor of psychi- 
atry at Harvard M^cal 
School in Boston, said the 
general public needed to 
understand that thinking or 
talking about suicide was not 
oonnaL Nit rather an indicar 
tion that the person needed m 
be evaluated by a psychiatric 
or odier health care piofes- 
sitxial. 

“Mae than 90 per cent of 
completed siucides meet cri- 
teria for psychiatric Alness, 
but only a third of them are 
receKing treaiment ai the 
time of their death,** he told 
the conference. 



A poilutioD control worker sprays oil solvent into the Straits of Singapore after 25,000 
tonnes of oil was disc h a r ged into the sea after a ccdiision between two oil-carrviiK ves- 
sels (Renter pboto) 

Jiang defends China’s rights record, 
rules out release of dissidents 


HONG KONG (AH*) — Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin defend^ his country's much 
criticised rights record saying human rights 
and the system for its protection in China 
“are advancing." 

In an interview with Time magazine 
ahead of his scheduled U.S. visit this 
month, Mr. Jiang said China's “consistent 
policy is to protect human rights according 
to law." 

'"We have made it clear that we respect 
human rights" Mr. Jiang told Time in a 
copy of the interview released to AFP 
ahead of distribution Monday. 

He also rejected calls for the release of 
Wei Jingsheng and Wang Dan, two of 
China's most famous political prisoners, as 
a gesture of goodwill to the United States 
which has b^n a vocal critic of China's 
human rights record. 

‘T don't believe they (Mr. Wei and Mr. 
Wang) pose much of a threat to China’s 
security and stability," Mr. Jiang said. 


“They were brought to justice not because 
they are so-called political dissidents, but 
because they violated China's criminal 
law.” 

“Decisions on when prisoners in China’s 
jails are released are matters for the jufficial 
department to settle acceding to the law," 
he added. 

Human rights groups and Chiuese dissi- 
dents have urged Mr. Jiang to release Mr. 
Wei and Mr. Wang before his landmark 
U.S. visit on Oct. 26 to Nov. 2. 

Mr. Wei. 47, is a veteran Chinese political 
prisoner and has enjoyed only six months 
of fireedom in the past 18 years. He was 
condemned in December 1995 to 14 years 
in prison for sedition. 

Mr. Wang, 27, sentenced to 11 years in 
prison in 1996 for “counter-revolutionary 
crimes", had already spent four years 
behind bars for his role in the 1989 Tianan- 
men Square pro-democracy protests vio- 
lently suppressed by the auffiorities. 


Pope gives humble French 
saint top place in church 


VAnCAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul Sunday ele- 
vated Sl Therese of 
Lisieux, the humble French 
srnnt who inspired mother 
Teresa to a lifetime of 
devotion, to a privileged 
place in the male-dominat- 
ed Roman Catholic 
CTiurch. 

The Pope pronounced the 
child nun, who died 100 
years ago aged 24, a Doctor 
of the Church — a rank 
reserved for a handful of 
saints whose spirituality 
has deeply influenced the 
life of the church and who 
are deemed some of its best 
teachers. 

St. Therese becomes the 
33rd Doctor of the Church, 
joining such revered fig- 
ures as Sl Thomas Aquiaas 
and Sl Augustine. 

But the nun, whose 
framed photograph was 
displayed above the 
entrance to Sl Peter’s dur- 
ing the ceremony, is only 
the third female doctor in a 
church which bans women 
priests. 

The others, the mystics 
Sl Teresa of Avila and Sl 
C atherine of Sienna, were 
made Doctors of the 
Church in 1970. 

“Among the Doctors of 
the Church, Therese of the 
child Jesus and holy face is 
the youngesL but her spiri- 
tual itinerary shows such 
maturity and the intuitions 


of her faith e.xpressed in her 
writings are so vast and so 
profound, that they merit a 
place among the great spir- 
itual masters," the Pope 
said in his homily. 

Sl Therese entered a 
Cannelite convent at the 
age of 15 after traveUing to 
Rome and appealing to 
Pope Leo Xm to overrule 
the local church which had 
declared her too young. 

She died nine years later 
in 1897 of mberculosis. 
Her fame spread r^idly 
after publication of ber 
diary, “Story of a Soul”, 
which advocated that holi- 
ness is for everyone. 

The simply-written 
account of the woman who 
came to be known as “little 
fiower" was a sensational 
success. In iL she advocat- 
ed the “little way" of sim- 
ple trust in God and 
showed that anyone, no 
matter how ordinary, could 
achieve holiness. 

The Pope, looking rela- 
tively well in gold robes, 
presided over ffie open-air 
ceremony in a pacted Sl 
P eter’s Square. The saint's 
relics, brought firom 
France, were in a special 
gold urn to his right and 
will remain in Sl Peter’s 
until T\iesday. 

Nuns and followers 
showered the um with red 
and white rose petals after 
the Pontiff d^Iared Sl 


Tlierese a Doaor of the 
Church, recalling her 
words that after her death 
she would let fall “a show- 
er of roses", or favours. 

Miracles attributed to her 
intercession were widely 
claimed and the nun was 
canonised in 1925, becom- 
ing one of the most popular 
saints in modem times. 

Mother Teresa of Calcut- 
ta, who died last month 
after a life helping the poor 
and dying in India which 
earned her universal rever- 
ence as “Saint of the gut- 
ters", took her name ftom 
the French saint and said 
her greatest inspiration 
came ftom her call: 'To do 
the little thin gs of life with 
great love." 

Sl TTierese is co- 
patroness of France, along 
with the Virgin Mary, Joan 
of Arc and SL Martin. The 
Pope said he chose OcL 19, 
missions Sunday, for the 
ceremony since Sl Therese 
is also co-patroness of mis- 
sionaries. 

The 77-year-old Pope has 
repeatedly held up Sl 
T herese as a shining exam- 
ple to young people. 

“Therese of Lisieux is a 
saint who remains young, 
despite the years that pass, 
and she is an eminent 
model and for Christians of 
our day along the road to 
the third millennium," he 
said. 


Oil scooped from sea as 
Singapore fights worst oil slick 


SINGAPORE CAFP) — 
Backed by Japanese e^p- 
ment and experts, Singa- 
pore deployed 45 ships 
Sunday to scoop up patches 
of oil that dotted its seas 
fom- days after two tankers 
collided and caused the 
island’s worst oD spilL 

As skinuneis were used to 
scoop up the patches of 
weather^ oil. Republic of 
Singapore Air Force 
(RSAIO helicopters circled 
overhead to monitor the 
movement and location of 
the pollutants, officials 
said. 

‘*Hie clean up process of 
the oil spill is still ongoing 
and has entered into the 
next stage where the 
emphasis is on recovery of 
oil," said a statement tom 
the Maritime and Port 
Authority of Singapore 
(MPA). 

It a^ed that 45 vessels 
had been deployed to col- 


lect oil from the sea and lay 
booms (0 protect the island 
city tom ftiither contami- 
nation, 

Environmeat Minister 
Yeo Cbeow Tong told 
reporters that the p^ntial 
damage from the oil slick 
was contained because of 
Sing^iore's readiness to 
fight such an environmental 
disaster. 

“A disaster of that scale in 
most other places will have 
led to huge areas being con- 
taminated," he was quoted 
by the Television Coipora- 
tion of Singapore as saying 
late Sunday. 

Japanese oil spill experts 
joined the round-the-clock 
operation Sunday with two 
oil recovery systems loaned 
tom the Petroleum Associ- 
ation of Japan. 

A team of environmental 
protection and maritime 
experts tom Australia were 
also due here to help out in 


pollution control. 

Some 25,000 tonnes of 
marine friel oil spilled into 
the busy Singapore Strait 
after a collision between 
the Thai-registered crude 
carrier Orapin Global and 
C^rus-flagged oil tanker 
Evoikos last Wednesday. 
The collision badly dar^ 
aged ffie Evoikos, which 
was carrying 120.000 
tonnes of marine fuel oil 
from the United Arab Emi- 
rates. The crude carrier was 
emp^ at the time of the col- 
lision. 

There are fears that the oil 
spill could ruin some of the 
better coral reefs off heavi- 
ly-developed Singapore. 
Saturday, a helicof^r was 
used to spray chemical dis- 
persants on the oil spilL 
contained in the waters to 
the west of Singapore. 

The MPA statement said 
no oil was spotted in the 
east of Sing^iore and chat 


additional booms had been 
placed at Sentosa, a 
favourite tourist spot 

“Aerial recces by RSAF 
helicopters to monitor the 
movement and location of 
the oil patches continued," 
the statement said. 

The ship collision was 
still under investigation. 
MPA officials have said 

t h at the ships collided 

deqiite a radio warning 
tom the MPA — acknowl- 
edged by both vessels — 
that radar showed they were 
on a collision course. 

Press reports said one of 
the vessels may have been 
! ^3iling in the wrong lane. 
Under a traffic separation 
scheme, vessels plying the 
strait are given specific 
lanes to sail along. Singa- 
pore is one of the world's 
busiest ports, with over 
10,000 vessels arriving 
each month. 


Dissident's 

mother 

hopes 

Jiang^s U.S. 
trip will win 
son release 


BEUING (AFP) — The 
mother of CThioese dissideia 
Dan is hoping her son 
will be released bef^ Presi- 
dent Jiang Zemin's landmark 
trip to the United States this 
mCHllh, a human rights 
groups said Sunday. 

Wang Yinlun, who la? saw 
her son on Oct 11. said 
Wang Dan is strffenog from 
bad pdiaiyngitis caus^ by 
die onslaught of the cold 
weaffier and thinks he may 
have a cancerous baain 
tumour, said a statement 
from the InfbanatioQ Centre 
of Human Rights and 
Democractic Movement in 
Qiina. 

He wrote twice to the Jus- 
tice Ministty at the end of 
September uigiiig auiborities 
to release him on medical 
grounds, or at the very least 
to tranrier him to Beijing 
where his family lives. 

Waiig Dan, 27, is held in 
finzhou, in the province of 
Liaoning, about 5(X) kilome- 
tres nordieast of Beijing. 
Under Chinese law, prisoners 
must be held near their 
homes, the association said. 

Wang Dan was sentenced 
in 1996 to 11 years in prison 
for “counter-revohiDonazy 
crimes" inchjdmg joining a 
correspondeiK^e course 
offered an American uni- . 
versity. 

He bad already spent four 
years behind bars for his role 
in the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square qxo-dembcracy 
protests vshid) were violently 
suppressed by the audiorities. 

Mr. Jiang is to visit tbe 
United States from Oct 26 to 
Nov. 2. But there has been a 
clamour of calls for him to 
make a g^ture fa political 
prisoners, including ^ nnist 
famous Jinsbeng. 

Ml has been in deten- 
tion since 1979 apart from a 
brief six-months of fineedom 
at die end of 1993. 
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Papon trial dredges 
up murk about 
Algerian massacre 


BORDEAUX, France 
(AFP) — As ±e trial of 
alleged war criniioal Mau- 
rice Papon enters its third 
week Monday, tbe case is 
certainly forcing France to 
face to its murlQ' past — 
and in more ways than 
some expected. 

Tbe trial, centred on Mr. 
Papon's role in deporting 
more than 1,500 Jews to 
Nazi death camps, was 
always likely to focus on 
individuals’ — and 
France’s — blame for acts 
carried out under the 
wartime Vichy regime in 
occupied France. 

But a less expected con- 
troversy has erupted over a 
1961 massacre of Algeri- 
ans in Paris, all^edly by 
police who dump^ dozens 
of bodies into tbe Seine 
River. Mr. P^n, now 87, 
was Paris police chief at 
the time. 

Official records say only 
three people died in the 
OcL 17, 1961, incident 
when police cl^bed with 
demonstrators at the height 
of Algeria's struggle for 
independence tom France, 
achieved the following 
year. 

Algerian groups claim 
more than 200 died as 
police tried to break up the 
demonstration, oiganised 
by tbe Algerian National 
Liberation Root (FLN), 
the main pro-independence 
group at ffie time. 

At the end of the day, 60 
bodies were fished out or 
found banged. Mr. Papon 
claimed in court last week 
that many died in ioter-fac- 
tional fighting, among 


Algerians. 

But historian Jean-Luc 
Einaudi told tbe Bordeaux 
Assize Court that the 
police had opened fire on 
Algerians. “Ailice officers 
co^d be seen throwing 
those killed into the Seine," 
be said. 

Friday evening some 
1,000 ^monstrators gath- 
er under a Seine bridge 
at a memorial rally, shout- 
ing 'Tapon, kUler of Jews 
and Algerians'* and throw- 
ing wreaths and dummies 
into the Seine. 

Interior Minister Jeau- 
Pierre Chevenement said 
last week that he is “quite 
ready to seek tbe tnith" 
about the killings, while 
Culture Minister Catherine 
Trail tmsnn confirmed that 
secret archives frxnn tbe 
period would be opened, 
although they would nor- 
mally remain closed for 60 
years. 

Sunday tbe Journal du 
Dimancbe quoted one offi- 
cial as pouriug scorn on 
Mr. Pa^’s theory of 
inter-factional violence. “1 
don’t believe it was rivalry 
killing,” said Constantin 
Melnik, a government aide 
at the time. 

But while insisting there 
was no official o^r to 
shoot to kilL he said there 
were “multiple ^d tragic 
slips by the police forces ... 
there was never an order to 
kill Arabs. 

T don’t beUeve that 
Maurice P^ion gave, in 
any way, permission to 
kill," he said. 

This echoed' the com- 
ments of former Premier 


Pierre Messmer in the Bor- 
deaux Court last week. “A 
government official cannot 
be held responsible for 
these events, because he 
was obeying a govern- 
ment,'* he said. 

“According to the mili- 
tary intelligence services, 
these drow^gs were due 
largely to National Libera- 
tion Front agents who 
seized on the opportunity 
to liquidate opponents," he 
said. 

The claims about the 
1961 massacre led last 
week to an Algerian news- 
paper accusing France of 
double standard: by bring- 
ing Mr. Papon to book over 
deporting Jews, but not 
over allegedly kUliog Alge- 
rians. 

The El Moudjahid news- 
paper said the crackdown 
was a Clime against 
humanity that Paris “had 
failed to avoid and, worse, 
attenqited by all means to 
muffle or even cover up." 

Meanwhile Mr. Papon's 
trial is due to resume Mon- 
day, and to continue cross- 
examining Mr. Papon's 
personal account untff the 
middle of week, when it 
will turn to an examination 
of tbe historical back- 
ground to the events. 

Mr. Papon, who has been 
allowed to rem^ free for 
the duration of the triaL 
returned for the weekend to 
his home at (^letz- 
ArmainviUiers outside 
Paris. He is due back in 
court at 1:30 p.m. (1130 
GMT) Monday to resume 
his defence. 
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Ordeal has to end 

THE LATEST reports from the 
iDtemational Court of Justice at the Hague 
suggest that both the VS. and Britain are 
on the verge of changing their long-held 
legal objections to trymg ^o Libyan 
nati AnflU accused of bombing a Pan 
American aircraft over Scotland a decade 
ago in a neutral country. What could have 
influenced this change of heart, or mind, 
are two reasons. One is legal and the other 
is quasl-le^. The legal Justification for 
reviewii^ &e initial rejection of IHpoli’s 
offer to nave the two Libyans tried under 
neutral Jurisdiction stems ffom the fact 
that Tripoli has the right, according to 
international law, to refuse to extradite its 
citizens for criminal trial in a foreign coun- 
try. Over and above this international law 
constr^t, an overwhelming number of 
countries has national laws that disallow 
the extradition of their nationals for crim- 
inal prosecution in foreign lands. Libya is 
no exception. 

The second explanation for the reluctant 
acceptance of the Libyan stance is the posi- 
tion oi the victims of the bombed Pan -Am 
Flight 800 which crashed over Lockerbie 
in 1988. The relatives of the victims are 
now in favour of holding a trial in a neutral 
state rather than not having a trial at all. 
The sooner a trial takes place, the affected 
relatives now ar^e, the sooner it would be 
possible to resolve all the pending legal 
questions and the litigations that .q>md 
ensue therefrom. Delaying action for much 
longer would render any fair trial near 
impossible, not to mention that the U.S. 
and U.K. would in effect be r^onsible for 
putting off the rendering of justice in this 
case. 

What could possibly be the legal and 
moral objections to holding the elusive 
trial of the two suspects in, say, Geneva, 
"Sienna or Stockholm. As lonp as the con- 
cerned parties are interested m a fair trial 
and are indeed seeking justice, why put it 
on hold and in the process perpetuate the 
agonies of everybody involved, including 
those of the Libyan people who have had to 
put up with punitive measures for so long. 

It is time to lean towards problem-solv- 
ing, to show compassion and statesman- 
ship to end what has been an ordeal for all 
concerned. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


MOHAMMAD SUBEIHI, a writer for A1 Arab Al 
Yawm* Sunday criticised remarics by Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali in Aqaba where be said that the 
Muslim Brotheriiood is only a religious group not con- 
cerned in elections and that the government will not 
allow any group to call on the public to boycott the gen- 
eral elections. The \NTiter said the Muslim Brotherhood 
is a religious and political group whether the prime min- 
ister admits this or not and that the group has been 
active in the political arena for decades. V^never the 
^vemment is in need of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
times of national crisis it considers it as a political group 
and when it boycotts the elections over diffeieDces in 
views with the government it is considered as a mere 
religious group, the writer pointed out He said if the 
Muslim Brotherhood was not a political group why then 
did the government open a dialogue with Abdul Majid 
Thuneibat. tbe overall he^ of the Muslim 
Brotheihood, asked the writer. He said that according to 
the Jordanian law. calling on the public to boycott the 
elutions is not a crime and is not illegal as the prime 
minister had said. Of course, if some people try to 
obstructthecouiseofelecdons materially or create dis- 
turbance at the voting centres they would be breaking 
the law. according to the writer. He said that it is tbe 
right for all opposition groups to boycott and call for 
boycotting the elections because they have die right of 
free expression under a democracy and in a country rhat 
respects political pluralism. 

DR. SAL AH JARRAR. a writer for Al Ra’i daily, 
attacked some foreign countries, in clu ding the U.S.. for 
their open enmity towards li^ and their repeated 
attempts on partitioning the Iraqi nation and lamn-hing 
acts of aggression on the Iraqi people. Turkey for its part 
has repeatedly launched aggression on the Iraq's 
Kurdisn regions, thus flagrantly vio lating the sovereign- 
ty of Iraq: Iran which continues to criticise Turkish 
incursions into Ii^i territc^ has itself launched air 
raids on Iranian dissidents living in Iraq: and the U.S. 
which reputedly denounces Iranian but not Turkish acts 
of aggression has been threatening to repeat its aggres- 
sion on Iraq and has sent its fleet to the Gulf region in 
preparation for yet another aggression on die Iraqi 
nation, said tbe writer. He said that Turkey, Iran, the 
U.S. are all playing a game which is designed to serve 
the Zionists who want to see Iraq continually falling 
under domination, weak and unable to rise up ag^ and 
create a power that might threaten tile Jewish state or 
put an end to its aggression on the Arab World. 


Economic Review 


By Dr Yusuf Mansur 


On the success of Jordan's 
economic reform programmes 


LATELY, THERE have been several 
attacks on the success of the eco- 
nomic refonn and adjustment pro- 
grammes, \v^ich successive govern- 
ments have undertaken to implement 
in the past few years. Whether these 
programmes have benefited tbe 
Jordanian economy or not is an 
important question that needs to be 
ad^essed, and the answer is the 
affirmative. 

Jordan's economic reform and 
adjustment programmes centred on 
liberalising the flow of trade and 
capital, redefining of the role of the 
state, increasing the role of the pri- 
vate sector in tbe economy, and 
encouraging export-oriented invest- 
ment and production as the vehicle 
for economic grow^. 

Furthermore, adjustment efforts 
have mmed at appealing to the long- 
standing external and internal imbal- 
ances, maintaining a stable 

exchange rate, cuihing inflation, and 
creating a sustainable Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) growth 
rate. These programmes have been 
followed carefully (somewhat too 
carefully in my view) and imple- 
mented effectively, according to 
imeraacional observers such as the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


To judge the effectiveness of these 
programmes, one must review what 
has h^pened in the economy since 
1989. Tbe following are some 
empirical observations of the macro- 
economy. 

• Achieving an average real GDP 
growth rate of 6.5 per cent tiirough 
the years 1990-9^ which places 
Jord^ at the top of the heap. 

• Reducing deficit in tiie cur- 
rent account of the balance of pay- 
ment from 19 per cent in 1989 to 4 
per cent of GDP by the end of 1996. 

• Lowering the current deficit by 
JD254 million, with signs that ti^ 
trend will continue over the medium 
and long range. 

• Bringing down the budget deficit 
to 4 per cent of GDP by foe end of 
1996. 

• Lowering external debt from 190 
per cent of GDP in 1989 to 100 per 
cent by foe end of 1996, and lower- 
ing the debt service ratio from 45 per 
cent in 1^9 to less than 20 per cent 
in 1996. 

• M aintainin g a Stable exchange 
rate while increasing Jordan's for- 
eign currency reserves to $650 ntil- 
lioD by foe end of 19^ and to $1.5 
billion presently. 

• Increasing the rate of domestic 


savings in 1996 to 14.1 per cent of 
GDP — this rate was negative three 
years ago. 

• Maintaining the investment rate 
at 33 per cent of GDP, with private 
sector contributions accounting for 
over 80 per cent of total investmenL 

• Reducing foe inflation rate from 
25.6 per cent m 1989 to 6.5 per cent 
by the end of 1996, with signs that 
this rate will fall fiirfoer in 1997. 

• And reducing foe unemployment 
rate from 25 per cent to 15 per cent 
by foe year 1996 and 14 per cent in 
1997. 

In light of all these undeniably 
positive developments. Jordan has 
done well during the implementa- 
tion period of these programmes. 
Whether one can prove beyond a 
shadow of doubt that these pro- 
grammes are foe reasons Jordan has 
done so well is probably impossible 
at this stage. However, foe glaring 
fact remains that tiie refonn pro- 
grammes have coincided with an 
excellent ^wfo period in Jordan's 
histoty. Therefore, even foe most 
vehemeni critic cannot deny foat foe 
economic reform and adjustment 
programmes have contributed posi- 
tively to the growth of Jordan. 


I^KAHIL 



Missed opportunities 
to unseat Netanyahu? 


By Haim Baram 

THERE IS an old Israeli 
joke about a citizen who 
telephoned foe ministry of 
defence in February 1983. a 
few days alter tbe forced 
resignation of Ariel Sharon 
over foe massacre in foe 
Beirut refugee camps. He 
asked very politely: '‘May I 
speak to foe minister of 
defence, Sharon?" Tbe offi- 
cial at the desk was equally 
courteous: /'I am sorry, sir, 
but Mr. Sbaron is no longer 
tbe tninisrer of defence." 
But foe p^istent caller 
phoned again, only to pose 
foe same question and get 
the same answer. After the 
fourth call, foe defence min- 
istry official lost his temper 
'I ^ve told you repeatedly. 
Sharon is no longer wifo 
us!" To which foe citizen 
retorted: ‘T know, but I just 
love to bear it again and 
again.'’ 

This story doesn't neces- 
sarily reflect the public 
mood in Israel today, nor. 
for foat matter, majority 
opinion back in 1983. Tbe 
elite stratum detests Sharon, 
and ate absolutely contemp- 
tuous of Benyamin 
Netanyahu, but foe pro- 
Likud section of the public 
is quite conservative and 
(from foe prime minister's 
point of view) stable. Even 
the terrible and ridiculous 
fiasco in Jordan on SepL 25, 
and its even worse after- 
math. has not changed foe 
balance of power inside 
Israel. Not d^tically, not 
conspicuously, perhaps 
even not at all. This is quite 
a mystery for impartial 
observers, but impartial 
people do not reside in the 
state of Israel. One is either 


a great admirer of 
Netanyahu and his gang, or 
a sworn enemy of tt^. The 
ground in between is getting 
increasingly tiunner. 

Most educated Israelis are 
fully aware of foe indis- 
putable fact that Netanyahu 
has brought shame and 
international condemnation 
upon our country, 
ifafortimately, this class of 
people did not vote for 
Netanyahu any way. True 
enough, five per cent of foe 
voters can swing to the 
other side and vote Bibi out 
of office, but foe general 
elections are not due until 
the year 2000. Ousting 
Netanyahu can be a very 
complicated business, 
unless foe Americans begin 
10 destabilise him. What 
they did for criminal rea- 
sons in Chile in 1973 would 
be regarded by any sane 
person as a great service to 
manlrinrf in Israel in 1997. 
Just a few weeks ago 1 
described Netan;^u as 
"remote from reality to the 
point of mental illoess.** 
Readers deserve an apology 
for such an understatement. 

Tbe woefully botched 
operation in Amman and foe 
diplomatic ruptures wifo 
Jordan and Canada have 
simply followed other great 
disasters, such as the failed 
strike of the Flotilla 13 com- 
mando unit in Lebanon. 
Many anti-Netanyahu 
rumours stem cow from the 
U.S. State Department and 
even foe White House. Very 
reliable sources have 
informed MEI that the dev- 
astatingly damaging piece 
of i^ormatioQ foat 
Netanyahu bad ignored a 
Hamas offer for a 10-year 
ceasefire was leaked to 


CNN by President Clinton 
himself. 

It is obvious that Clinton 
is completely fed up wifo 
the Likud government, but 
he has not managed to 
achieve anything as far as 
tbe Israeli-Palestinian peace 
^ocess is concerned. Since 
the now almost nostalgic 
ceremony which celebia^ 
tiie peace agreement' 
between Israel and Jordan 
in 1994, foe U.S. has foiled 
dismally in foe Middle EasL 
Netanyahu has turned 
Israel, after Rabin and Peres 
made it popular again, into a 
psuiah, a collective outcast. 
Ws is his soft underbelly, 
since most IsraeUs seek a 
good life and total security 
and r^se that only foe 
Americans can guarutee 
this . Clinton has missed 
some golden opportunities 
to exen real pressiw and 
squeeze Bibi where it hurts. 

Tbe U.N. arena is also 
important, but less crucial 
for Netanyahu. Since foe 
General Assembly resolu- 
tion in 1975 equating 
Zionism with racism, self- 
pity and self-righteousness 
have forived and prospered 
tremendously. At least force 
generations of Israelis have 
been brou^t up to believe 
foat foe U.N. is nothing but 
a conspiracy of fougs 
opposed to tbe Jewish peo- 
ple in general and Israel in 
particular. This peculiar 
sentiment is very deeply 
entrenched, even among 
educated Labour and 
Meietz voters. The 1975 
resolution might have been 
ideologiirally sound, but 
ef^ here was very nega- 
tive. It enhanced feelings of 
xenophobia and isolation. 
The September 1993 


Isiaeli-Palestinian accord 
helped to di^l, u least 
temporarily, the clearly 
unhelpful and even danger- 
ous state of mind of tbe pub- 
lic, but Netanyahu has suc- 
ceeded in reversing this 
healthy process. 

It been reported that 
several Arab and Muslim 
countries threatened to chal- 
lenge Israel's oedentials for 
foe next General Assembly. 
Some European countries, 
and even C^mada. could fol- 
low suit, or at least refiain 
ftom rescuing Israel this 
time round. On Oct. 5, the 
extremely gullible Labour 
leader, Ehud Barak, offered 
to harness his international 
connections in order to save 
the prime minister from the 
OTQsequeoces of his act of 
madness in Jordan. Barak is 
a novice in the mteroational 
arena, and his presumption 
is bofo arrogant and silly. 

“Our leader is going to 
squander every opportunity 
CO unseat Netany^u and so 
be is completely useless to 
us." a Lab^ MK told MEI. 
Even many Jerusalem taxi 
drivers, most of them noto- 
rious Ukudniks, now 
express regret for voting 
against Shimon Peres in 
May 1996. The election slo- 
gan “Bibi is good for foe 
Jews" has turned into a sick 
joke. Many Arabs, who 
have always wanted Israel 
to lose its international 
credibility, can now scarce- 
ly contain their amusement. 
The spectacular own goals 
scored by foe reckless 
Netanyahu leave the region 
yearning for sanity, even 
more than for justice. 

Middle East International 


Human Rights File 

‘Electing minority 
representatives: 
Why and how’ 

By Waieed M. Sadi 

OF COURSE tiie Jordanian Constitution says nothing 
about electing parliamentary representatives for any eth- 
nic or religious group in tbe country. This constitutional 
silence deserves a moment of reflection. Yet we have 
managed to improvise an electoral system that purports to 
offer all major minority groups in the Kingdom a guar^- 
teed representation in foe Pvliamenc. Before addressing 
the l^ality of this improvisation and determining 
whether this formula corresponds faithfully with tbe 
Constitution and our international treaty obligations, it is 
appropriate to take this criterion to task on foe basis it is 
teing pursued and carried out 

If we feel foat Jordanian Christians or Circassians, or 
even Armenians are entitled to have special parliamentar- 
tians to speak on their behalf why then are Muslims and 
Arabs rfoowed. not only to take part in tbe election of 
these minority representatives, but also determine the 
result? 1 su gg est foat if we wish to continue on this path 
of assured minority representation only voters from these 
groups should be allowed to elect their r^iesentatives. 
Otherwise the entire exercise becomes a big farce and a 
ghfim that calls for a speedy rectification. Even when 
national elections were conducted in foe past based cm 
one-person, multi-votes basis, tbe damage to minority rep- 
resentation was identical. The one-person, one-vote crite- 
rion for the upcoming elections would not stop cross reli- 
gious and echmc lines voting as it is more than conceivable 
that a Jordanian Arab Muslim would cast his or her vote 
for a Christian or Circassian and end up determining who 
represents tbe affected minotity group instead of having 
this detenuinatioa made by foe minority group itself. But 
if we were to decide to allow each minority group to 
choose alone its own representatives, foen we would have 
to reclassify Jordanians on the basis of nor only religion 
but also along e thni c fines. It would be easy to determine 
who is and who is not a Christian but to decide w’ho is. for 
example, a Circassian would be problematical since there 
is a great deal of inter-marriage going on between .-^rabs 
and Circassians. 

P rime Mimster Abdul Salam Majali has promised the 
country a thoroughly reformed election legislation to gov- 
ern all future elections. The first sign of the new model is 
foe projected redrawing of electoral districts to assure one 
seat for each and every district. Of course, foe prime min- 
ister could have applied this unproved districting formula 
for the November 4 elections by adopting a temporary 
law. Dr. Majali chose not to do so probably because he 
wanted to articulate all foe other compUmentafy features 
of foe new election law before he ventures into its bits and 
pieces. 

This is therefore an occasion to call on foe prime min- 
ister to take time before aU the details of his projected 
election law are drawn up to reflect on tbe national con- 
stitutional requirements as well as on our treaty commit- 
ments, especially foe ones that fell under tbe International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Surely foe gov- 
ernment knows very well that treaties supersede national 
laws whenever there is a conflict between them. That is 
why the drafters of foe new election law should familiarise 
themselves with the international jurisprudence on fair 
and free elections. Otherwise the country risks finding 
itself in violation of international law. 

1 suggest that foe entire issue of minority representation 
undergo a fiesh review to ascertain its leg^ty. If it is 
deten^ed that pe^liar extenuating circumstances justi- 
fy an affirmative minority representation, then we need to 
see how best we can translate this into reality in a coher- 
ent and sane zoaimer. For this purpose the prime minister 
may wish to draw on the eiqienise of knowledgeable 
Jordanians including those who developed an area of 
expertise in international human rights law. In any case I 
do not see any sense in electing parliamentarians who 
presumably represent certain Joni^an mino rity groups 
by voters who have nothing to do wifo these minorities. 


LETTERS 


Relying on ourselves, 
not on aid 


To tbe EditOR 






missing any signs of recession, and blaming foe private 
sector for being pessimistic and constantly complaining 
alrout the Jord^an economy. Now. Dr. Fanek (Jordan 
Times, OcL 19, 1997) is saying Jordan has 27 per cent 
unemployment, and 25 per cent of families live below foe 
poverty line. Dr. Fanek goes on to ask for more U.S. aid 
I for Jordan, in exchange for Jordan's signing foe peace 
' treaty wifo Israel. 

My comments are as follows: First, Jordan did not sign 
the peace treaty to get money, but out of conviction 
the ftiture lies in a peaceful Middle East, which may not 
guarantee prosperity, but will make it a lot easier to build 
wealth and imse foe srandairi of Uving. Secondly, if taken 
on a per t^ita basis, Jordan is receiving more aid than 
EgypL Thirfoy, learning to live on foreign aid is not only 
self-destructive, but can cause sev'ere inflation and cur- 
rency dev^uation. as any economist should know. Lastly* 
foe U.S. aid to Jordan is not designed to sustain the econ" 
omy, but rather to help Jordan build infrasiructure. 
reengineer its bureaucratic system, and privatise its staff 
^sets and companies, namely the energy, communica* 
tioDS Md transportation sectors. 

Additional U.S. aid may be received is other forms, 
such as last week’s granting of Irbid's Al Hassan 
iMustnal City foe stams of qualified investment tone 
(tJlZ). 

At this point our main goal should not be receiving 
^diDonal foreign aid, but rather focusing our efforts W 
a self-sustained economy, raising tbe 
of living, and lowering unemployment wifoout having 
constantly rely on foreign aid. 

Marwan M. 

P.O.BO®,® 
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PRO-SE I I LE^^NT: Two Israeli soldiers io uniform join hundreds of Jewish settlers and ri gh t-win g sup- 
ports of the Jewid settlsents as they wave flags on Sondy in the Ebrabhni Mosque vicinity in Hebron in a cel- 
ebrabon marking the Jewish holiday of Succoth. Thousands of Jews travelled to Hebron to show their support 
for the Jevnsh Mttlements movement as U^. special envoy Dennis Ross was meeting Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to discuss the proposed 'time out' on Israel’s settlement constmction (Renters photo) 


Palestinian surgeon highlights importance of 
early treatment of ambiguous genitalia cases 


By IBnd-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Ambiguous 
genitalia in babies is a 
source of great concern to 
parents who do not know if 
they have a baby boy or 
bal^ girl. But even raore 
important is the social pres- 
sure exerted on the child 
with this condition. 

According to Tayscer 
Milhem, a specialist in 
male pseudo-hermaphro- 
. diUsm from the Princess 
‘^a*‘ Hospital in Hebron, 
I^aJestine. ambiguous geni- 
talia is "a serious and 
strange phenomenotu and 
when" a baby is bom with 
ambiguous genitalia, it is 
not clear whether the child 
is a male or female.*' 

Male pseudo-hermaphro- 
ditism ‘'means that babies 
have unilateral or bilateral 
undescending testes, in 
addidoD to a vagina." Dr. 
Milhem explain^ adding 
that female pseudo-her- 
maphrodidsm means “the 
child has a uterus, fallopian 
tubes, ovaries, and a vagi- 
na. which can be detected 
by ultrasound.” 

He told the Jordan Tunes 
that because the sex of the 
baby is not clear, parents 
bestow unisex names on 
tbese children. One such 
case was when a couple 


named their “daughter” 
Hikmat. because it could be 
applied to both sexes. 

Even though Hikmat was 
Festered as a girl, “the 
child showed clear male 
features and tendencies." 
Dr. Milhem said. He elabo- 
rated diat when Hikmat was 
six years old. the child was 
pul in a boy’s school. How- 
ever. when the administra- 
tion found out that Hikmat 
was officially registered as 
a girl, they refused to have 
the child as a student 

The only option left for' 
Hikmat was to go to .a girl's 
school, which the child ‘ 
refused to do. This resulted 
in the child staying ai home 
for one year. 

“This was a lucky case,'* 
Dr. Milhem said, as many 
of tbese chi](h^ with 
ambiguous genitalia reach 
the ^ of 21 without hav- 
ing received a formal edu- 
carion because of their con- 
dition. 

Since 1990. Dr. Milhem 
has seen and researched 12 
cases of male pseudo-ber- 
maphrodidsm. This num- 
ber. he remarked, is consid- 
ered to be quite high and 
includes all age ranges. 

Three of his parients, he 
disclosed, were between 
two and three years old. 
while the remaining nine 
patients ranged between six 


and seven years of age. 
“But the younger the child 
is operated on the better the 
results," Dr. Milhem said, 
noting that “the ideal age 
for this operation is one and 
a half years, as the child 
will have more of a chance 
of becoming a fertile male.” 

However, the suigeon 
said it is not easy for the 
parents to admit that their 
child has ambiguous geni- 
talia. The father usually 
feels ashamed that his son 
exhibits female tendencies 
and* physical features. 

Thisis jhe ie^n,'he sai'dj 
that be ‘ha^' 'operate oh 
patients as old as 21 years. 
In this instance, there is a 
high risk that the raaJe will 
be inferdie. Dr. Milhem 
stated. 

A child’s sex is deter- 
mined by .tests undertaken 
by a pa^atric endocrinol- 
ogist, then the child is 
refer^ to a specialist. In 
the event the baby is diag- 
nosed with male pseudo- 
hermaphrodidsm, he is 
given the hormone testos- 
terone and then is subject to 
an operadon. In the surgery, 
external genitalia is correct- 
ed and reconstructed. 

Dr. Milhem commented 
that the operadon for male 
pseudo-bermaphroditism is 
quite difficuit, since it 
involves great blood loss. 


particularly when the vagi- 
na is removed. Another 
option is to lift the vagina 
beyond the urethra, which 
the surgeon said he 
believed is just as effective 
as the first option and is 
more advisable. 

There are many reasons 
for ambiguous genitalia. 
Dr. MUhem stated. One 
cause is related to the low 
level of testosterone, and 
“to testicular differentiation 
and function." 

■' Df.-^lVGlheffl did not rule 
out b'en^^ as a* factor in 
afnbigiibus' - genitalia. ' as^ 
nine of his patients came 
from the same village in 
Hebron and two from Beth- 
lehem. 

But whatever the cause, a 
great deal of psychological 
trauma is involved for both 
the child and the parents. 

“Most parents feel 
ashamed, but when tiiey 
realise that such cases can 
be effectively treated, it is 
amazing to see the transfor- 
mation in their lives and the 
life of their child.” be said. 

Dr. Milhem presented his 
findings at the 25tb Confer- 
ence of the Jordanian Surgi- 
cal Society and the Fi^ 
Jordanian-German Medical 
Conference, which con- 
cluded in Jordan last week. 


Egyptian foreign minister warns of arms 
race after Israel-Turkey missile scheme 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt on 
Sunday warned that plans 
by Israel and Turkey to co- 
build a long-range air-to- 
surface missile would trig- 
ger an arms race in the 
region. 

These are not positive 
changes and will absolutely 
trigger an arms race and 
create new tensions in the 
region,” Foreign Minister 


Amr Musa told reporters 
who questioned him about 
Turkish-Israeli missile 
schemes. 

Turkey is a brother state 
and a friend and is capable 
of reconsidering this poli- 
cy," Mr. Musa said. 

Israeli chief of staff. Gen- 
eral Amnon Shahak, said in 
Ankara last Monday that 
Israel and Turkey had 


decided to build an air-to- 
surface missile called “Pop- 
eye” which would be used 
by the 'iWidsb air force. He 
did not give further details. 
Mr. Musa criticised the 
U.S. role in this joint ven- 
ture. 

‘There are international 
and U.S. steps [which could 
be taken] to halt world pro- 
duction of long-range mis- 


siles but exceptions exist 
and this makes everyone 
wonder about such restric- 
tions in the first place,” Mr. 
Musa said. Israel and 
Turkey warmed relations 
last year and signed pacts 
of military cooperation 
which triggered a wave of 
concern from Arab coun- 
tries. 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 20, 1997 



Hamas spiritual leader 
meets Palestinian legislators 

Sheikh Yassin calls for release of 
followers held in Palestinian jails 


GAZA cnr (AFP) — 
Hamas spiritual leader, 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, met 
with members of the elect- 
ed Palestinian Legislative 
Council (PLC) Sunday and 
called for the release of his 
followers held in Palestin- 
ian jails. 

Sheikh Yassin, who was 
freed from an Israeli jail on 
OcL I after eight years in 
prison but has never 
renounced Hamas’ goal of 
destroying Israel, also reaf- 
firmed his determination to 
pursue resistance against 
xhe Jewish state “unS the 
end of occupation and 
oppression.” 

“As long as there is occu- 
pation, we will fight it,” 
said Sheikh Yassin, whose 
movement has killed scores 
of Israelis in suicide bomb- 
ings since peace agree- 
ments were signed in 1993 
between the PLO and 
Israel. 

Sheikh Yassin was invited 
to address the human rights 
committee of the PLC at its 
Gaza City offices and 
appealed to the panel to 
help obtain the tdease of 


some 70 Hamas members 
attested by Palestinian 
police foUowing a spate of 
Jerusalem bombings in July 
and September. 

These prisoners must be 
released. Why are in 
prison with no evidence 
against them?” Sheikh 
Yassin said, noting that the 
activists had launched a 
hunger strike to obtain their 
freedom. 

“A man is innocent until 
proven guilty, so why 
should he remain in jail 
when he has not been con- 
victed?” he asked. He also 
called for the reopening of 
16 Hamas social welfare 
institutions closed late last 
mootii by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

PLC member Kai^l SU- 
r afi said the shftilfh a1«en His - 
cussed relations between 
the PNA and Hamas, whose 
attacks on Israel have seri- 
ously undermined PNA’S 
Strategy of trying to achieve 
a Palestinian state in the 
West Bank and Gaza 
through negotiations. 

“Sheikh Yassin asked us 
to woik for the release of 


Syria hails Arab 
investors’ parley 
‘retort’ to Qatar 


DAMASCUS (AFP)' — 
Syria on Sunday call^ the 
Beinit Arab Investors Con- 
ference the :q>pippriate 
“retort" to next month’s 
economic conference in 
Doha i^ch several Arab 
states are boycotting over 
Israel’s partic^iaticxL 
The seventh Arab 
Investors Conference in 
Beirut *is of exceptional 
significance because... it is 
a retort to all those who 
want Arab cooperation 
with Israel” at the Nov. 16- 
18 Middle East ec(»K»nic 
conference in Doha, the 
government newspqier 
Tishreen said. 

The newspaper wel- 
comed the “large paitic^- 
tion” by Arab busbessmen 
in Beirut which shows 
"their desire frv inter-Aiab 
cooperation and ihedr rejec- 
tion of suspect invitations 
aimed at putting Arab 
economies at die service of 
others," it said, referring to 
the Doha confibence. 

. Tishreen said the 600 
Arab businessmen at die 
investors confnence are 
“dissatisfied with the level 
of Arab invesonent in Arab 
countries which is no more 
rhan $2 billimi while Arab 
money invested elsewhere 
is up to $800 billioiL” 
“Syria was one of the 
first to call for the creation 
of an Arab common niarityr 
and considers the Arab 


Invesiors'" Conference in 
Beirut a necessaiy eficrt to 
achieve complementaiy 
economies” among Arab 
states, it said. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
calkxl on other Arab coun- 
tries not to attend the Dcdia 
conference, saying Israel 
must make more jxogress 
in negotiations. The 
November r^ional confer- 
ence brings together offi- 
cials and businessmen 
from the Arab Worid, Israel 
and their main economic 
partners, notably the Unit- 
ed States, Emope and 
Jqtan. 

At the opeoing session 
Saturday of the Beirut con- 
ference, T.,rf)aDese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi told 
Qatar's ambassador vo 
Lebanon, Mohammad Al 
Noaimi. to “shut up and sh 
down.” 

Mr. Noaimi had been try- 
ing to criticise a speech by 
Sjjnian Pnme Minis ter 
Mahmoud Zuln which was 
critical of the Doha confer- 
ence. 

The Arab Investms’ Con- 
ference, vdiich runs until 
Monday, is designed to 
boost investment between 
Arab nations, discuss prob- 
lems hindering inter-Arab 
investment and encourage 
eccXlOtnic, financial and 
Stock exchange coopera- 
tion. 


Tarawneh expects peace process back on track soon as result of U.S. efforts 


(Continoed from page 1) 
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so as to help the Palestinian 
negotiating position, the 
minister added. 

It was in the same vein 
that King Hussein decided 
not to adopt any drastic 
moves following an attempt 
by two Israeli agents to 
assassinate Hamas leader 
Khal^ Misha'al in 
Amman. 

That appeared to be a ref- 
erence to calls for Jordan to 
sever diplomatic ties wi^ 
Israel foUowing the inci- 
dent last month. 

Any “emotional’* move 
by Jordan in retaliation for 
the assassination attempL 
said Dr. Tarawneh, “would 
have been devastating for 
prospects in the Israeli- 
Palestinian track of negoti- 
ations." 

Throughout the ^isode. 
the Jordanian priority was 


to ensure that the peace 
process does not suffer as a 
result of any Jordanian 
action and that was why 
King Hussein accepted an 
assurance and pled^ by 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that 
Israel would not cany out 
any such action on Jordan- 
ian soil. 

The pledge was coupled 
with the release of Hamas 
leader Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin and up to 60 Jordan- 
ian and Palestinian 
detainees from Israeli jmls. 
Simultaneously Jordan 
fr^ the two Israeli agents 
who tried to murder Mr. 
Misha'^. 

lung Hussein “ensured 
that the Palestinians got the 
most" out of the Jordanian- 
Israeli compromise, said 
Dr. Tarawneh. 

The minister, noting that 
the Arab League had left it 


to “sovereign" decisions 


whether to attend the 
MENA conference in Doha, 
said Jor^ would send a 
ministerial level delegation 
to the forum, the fourth of 
its kind to be held since the 
launch of the Middle East 
peace process in 1991. 

Several Arab countries 
oppose the conference say- 
ing Israel's participation in 
the forum will be a reward 
for the Jewish state at a 
time it is following a rejec- 
tionist policy in its peace 
talks and is refusing to 
implement agreements it 
has signed with ±e Pales- 
tinians. 

The composition of the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
meeting is expected to be 
fcraiali^ by the Cabinet 
later this month, said Dr. 
Tarawneh. 

“Jordan respects the deci- 
sion of those [Arab coun- 


tries not to attend the meet- 
ing] as much as we expect 
them to respect our decision 
to attend,” be said. 

At the same time, Jordan 
hopes to “see as much Arab 
pa^cipation as possible” in 
the conference because 
±ere is a (fire need for a 
“unified Arab position” 
towards increased Arab 
economic integration, 
which could be served by 
die meeting. 

The conference. Dr. 
Tarawneh said, is of a broad 
international scope and will 
be attended by the major 
economic powers of the 
world and, as such, it could 
be an opporruni^ to devel- 
op Arab economic coopera- 
tion with the international 
community. 

Dr. Tarawneh said pr^- 
rations of Jordan's parlia- 
mentary elections on Nov. 4 
were going ahead without 


interrtiptioD despite a boy- 
cott announced by the 
Islamic Action Front (lAF), 
the country’s mainstream 
Islamist group. 

“The voter zegistradon 
process exceed^ our 
expectatioos” in terms of 
people putting down their 
names as voters, and the 
number of canchdates was 
also higher than the last 
elections in 1993, said Ur. 
Tarawneh. 

“Both voters and candi- 
dates have manifested keen 
enthusiasm and interest in 
participating the elections,” 
he said. 

As far the lAF's “boy- 
cott” is concerned, be said, 
“it was their choice” not to 
participate in the polls and 
**we, as a govemmenc, did 
not force anyone to stay 
out” of the process. 

The lAF has based its 
“boycott” on its opposition 


to a one-person, one-vote 
formula adopted in 1993 
and recent amendments to 
the Press and Publications 
Law which the group 
describes as designed to sti- 
fle the freewheeling Jor- 
danian media. 

The foreign minister also 
noted that several 'leading 
perscmalities” of the 
Islamist movement were 
running in the polls as 
“independents” and said 
this was an indication that 
the elections did cover all 
p ol itical thou^ts and 
schools. 

Rq'ecting the lAF argu- 
ments against elections. Dr. 
Tarawneh said: “Our demo- 
cratic process is definitely 
not on a backward course. 
It is going ahftaH veiy much 
in the right direction...” 


±e prisoners and to respect 
h uman rights and in turn 
said Hamas does not intend 
to embarrass the Palestinian 
[National] Authority,” he 
said in a veiled reference to 


a possible Hamas pledge to 
refrain from attacks on 


rnicain from attacks on 
Israeli civilians. 

Going into the meeting. 
Sheikh Yassin lashed out at 
Israel and the U.S. for pres- 
suring the PNA to crack 
down on Hamas as the 
main precondition for pur- 
suing the peace process. 

“We will not yield to 
these American arid Israeli 
pressures.” he said, piec- 
ing to maintain Palestinian 
unity “in face of Israeli and 
American conspiracies to 
sow disunity and infighting 
among us.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
oidoed Sheikh Yassin’s 
release as part of a deal to 
obtain the freedom of two 
Israeli agents captured in 
Jordan month while 
trying to assassinate anoth- 
er H amas official. 

Sheikh Yassin’s release 
contradicted Mr. 


Netanyahu’s central policy 
of insisting that Hamas be 
crushed as a condition for 
continuing the peace 
process and undennined 
Arafat’s own belated cam- 
paign against Islamists. 

Since Sheikh Yassin 
returned to Gaza, there 
have been no arrests by 
Palestinian police of Hamas 
activists, prompting Israel 
to reiterate its stand that 
there will be no progress in 
U.S.-mediated peace talks 
with the Palestinians until 
the crackdown on Islamists 
resumes. 

Sheikh Yassin for bis part 
has offered to halt suicide 
bombings against Israeli 
civilians if Israel ends, its 
occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
removes Jewish settlers 
from occupied territories. 

But he has made clear that 
Hamas will not halt its 
' resistance to Israeli occupa- 
tion of Palestinian lands, 
including territory which 
now makes up the state of 
Israel. 


Floods kiU 13 in 
Israel, West Bank 


OCCrUPEED 

JERUSALEM ( AP) — The 
bodies of a 7-yeaiH>]d 
bedouin shepherdess and 
an Israeli man were discov- 
ered Sunday in the .Negev 
desert afrer the first heavy 
rains of the season caused 
flash flooding. 

Saturday's torrential 
stom^ which caused 
flooding across southern 
Israel and in the West 
Bank, has so far killed 13 
people, including six who 
died when their van skid- 
ded on wet roads and 
smashed head-on into a 
truck. The crash victims 
were reportedly five 
Romanian workers and 
their bedouin driver. 

Hundreds of Israeli 
troops and bedouins 
searched through flowing 
waters and thick mud Sun- 
day for two other bedouin 
girls who were still miss- 
ing. 

In Jerusalem, police 
called off the search for an 
Arab boy who reportedly 
fell into a drainage can^ 
Saturday after police divers 
failed to find any signs of 
him. The report came from 
another child and police 


spokeswoman Mihal Tsim- 
berg said no one had 
reported a child missing. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat appealed for 
international help and 
ordered a committee to 
evaluate the losses in the 
Palestinian National 
Authority-controlled city 
of Jericho, where storms 
destroyed 74 homes, most- 
ly in refugee camps, and 
caused several million dol- 
lars worth of damage. 

In Israel’s southern resort 
town of Eilat, roads lead- 
ing out of the city were 
closed Sunday becLjse of 
flooding. The airport was 
closed overnight but 
reopened Sunday after- 
noon. 

Electricity was still out in 
some areas of Beersheva, 
the largest town in the 
Negev. 

The storms came as 
Israelis celebrated the 
ei^t-day Sukkot festival, 
with many of them camp- 
ing and hiking in nature 
reserves and oationa] 
parks. Thousands cut short 
their vacations and 
returned home. 


Undersea cable to link 
Israel, Cyprus and Italy 


TEL AVIV (R) — A con- 
sortium of Isr^li and for- 
eign companies have 
agreed to lay an $80 mil- 
lion undersea telecommu- 
nications cable between 
Israel, Cyprus and Italy, 
Bezeq Israel Telecom Bezq 
said on Sunday. 

Bezeq Managing Direc- 
tor Ami Arel said in a state- 
ment that the new cable 
would incorporate fibre 
optic wires to cany high- 
speed data communica- 
tions, leased lines, Internet 
and video in addition to 
regular voice communica- 
tions. 

Mr. Axel said the new 
cable was part of Bezeq's 
effort to compete in Israel's 
increasingly competitive 
telecommunications mar - 
keL In July, the govern- 
ment authorised two com- 
panies to compete with 
Bezeq in intemational call- 
ing and says it will open 
some segments of hasir 
tel^hone services to com- 
petition by 19^. 

The new cable will run 
under the Mediterranean to 
Cyprus and Sicily and link 
Israel to the Far East, the 
United States, South Amer- 


ica and Europe. 

Bezeq did not say when 
the cable would be com- 
pleted and a spokesman 
was unavailable for com- 
ment 

Bezeq, Israel’s main 
telecommunications com- 
pany, has a 21.S per cent 
stalre in the consortium 
building the cable, Tele- 
com Italia SPA 
TIT.MIIS.ZS per cent and 
the Cyprus Telecommuni- 
cations Authority (CYTA) 
7.25 per cenL 

Among the other Israeli 
partners are Galcom 
(18J2S per cent). 
Globescom (8.25 per cent) 
and AUREC (8.25 per 
cent). Clalcom is a partner 
in the Barak consortium 
and Globescom and 
AUREC are partners in 
Golden Lines Group. The 
two Consortia are compet- 
ing with Bezeq in 
inteinationa] dialling. 

Bezeq also said foat it 
was naming its existing 
Mediterranean undersea 
cable MED-1 afrer Gideon 
a former communica- 
tions ministry director-gen- 
eral who initiated the pro- 
ject. 
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Riy/iAh develops SOS to fuel industrialisection 

Saudi Arabia pledges 
to improve investment climate 


YANBU. Saudi Arabia (AFP) 
— Finance and Ectmomy 
Minister Ibrahiia A1 Ass^ 
pledged here Sunday to 
improve tbe investment cli- 
mate in Saudi Arabia as it 
seeks funds for iofiasmicture 
projects. 

Saudi Arabia is also moving 
ahead with privadsanon and 
expects to privatise its 
telecommunications at the 
beginning of next yean 

“We are hopefiil for early 
1998." be told delegates at a 
gas conference. 

“We are intent and deter- 
mined to make it (the climate) 
even more conducive to 
investors, bodi domestically 
and intemationaUy. and to 
level die playing field for 
investment,” he said. 

“We are looking into our 
laws and leguladons” under a 
mandate from King Fabd, Mr. 
Assafsaid. 

The finance minister said 
the government was consider- 
ing plans “to expedite and 
streamline** customs and to 
join coDveodoQS on protecdon 
of investments and copyright. 

After tbe review, “1 am con- 
fident that die tax law will 
compare favourably wih 
many other countries,” he 
said. 

On privads^on. Ml Assaf 
acknowledged that “some 
doubt our intendoos, some say 
they are slowing because of 
the improvement in the fiscal 
situadon,” widi tbe deficit 
having dropped to three per 
cent ^ GDP (gross domestic 
product). 

But he pointed to “serious 
work und^ay to look into 
new areas where tbe private 
sector could play a major 
role,” pointing to plans to pri- 
vatise the telecom sector and 
Saudi Arabian Aiiiines. 

A dedsion on telecoms will 
be “in the near future," he 
said. '*lt*s typical of our work 
that we do not aoncHince any- 
diing until such investments 
are ready to be put to die pub- 
lic." 

IndusQy and Electricity 


Minister Hisbam Yaraani said 
Satui^y that tbe kiogdom 
was planning a massive 
expansion of its power gener- 
ating sector, fiom 20 
megawatts to 70 megawatts 
over the next 25 yeais. 

To find the estimated S1I7 
billion of investments needed 
for this expansion, die elec- 
tricity sector would be “pro- 
pelled on its own toward pri- 
vatisation.” he told some 400 
at the conference 
sponsored by Italy's state 
energy company ENI. 

Turning to the State of the 
economy, Mr. Assaf said that 
in 1996 growth was 8.6 per 
cent *in nominal tenns,” simi- 
lar to rates over tbe predous 
four years after the huge drain 
on tbe economy of tbe 1991 
Gulf War. 

The fiscal deficit was over 
11 per cent of GDP after Iraq's 
19^ invasion of Kuwait, he 
said. 

Meanwhile, a key cabinet 
minis ter said Sunday Saudi 
Arabia has embarked on a 
major gas development pro- 
gramme diat will fuel future 
industrial ^wth. 

“We are now moving into a 
new phase of gas develop- 
ment with great rifflificance,” 
^ Minister Ali Bin Ibrahim 
A1 Nuaimi told the conference 
attended by intemational and 
private Saudi firms. 

“Perhaps oil is the first tiling 
associated with Saudi Arabia 
by the outside world, but to us 
gas is equally essential to our 
continued economic growth.” 
Ml Nuaimi said. 

Saudi Arabia is the worid’s 
largest oil producer and 
exporter and a major power in 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Giuntries (OPEQ. 

State oil firm Saudi Aramco 
was now enga^ in an effort 
to add seven trillion cubic feet 
of gas a year to its cumem 
reserves of 204 trilUoa culnc 
feet, tbe world's fourtii largest, 
Mr. Nuaimi said. 

New exploration activiQ' 
and a multi-billion dollar 


expansion of its domestic gas 
supply network was being 
implemented to keep pace 
wi± rising electriciiy and feel 
feedstock demand fiom petro- 
chemical firms. 

Gas demand was eiqiected 
to grow by at least ei^ per 
cent a v’ear; which would 
boost local gas requirements 
to some seven bilfem culnc 
feet a day in 10 years' timfe 

“We view tbe need for com- 
mercially sound hydrocarbon 
supplies, botii for serving our 
industrial base and for meet- 
ing rising H^manH feom public 
utilities, as putting natural gas 
squarely at the forefiom of our 
firture.” Ml Nuaimi said in his 
conference address. 

Tbe race to develop gas in 
the conservative, oD-iich 
kingdom has raised hopes 
among inteznational firms of 
not only contract wodr. but 
also a stake in the prolific 
Saudi gas reserves, a right 
derued since nationalisation of 
the oil and gas industiy in 
Saudi Arabia began in the 
1970s. 

But Mr. Nuaimi ruled out a 
direct role for foidgn firms in 
the country's “upstream” gas- 
fields, saying that this would 
remain the preserve of Saudi 
Aramco. 

“At the upstream level 
which is mainly exploration 
and production, invdvement 
of international companies is 
not needed." Ml Nuaimi told 
delegates. 

Work fiom diilling wells to 
laying pipelines was open to 
foreign investors as was tbe 
downstream petrochemical 
sector. 

Ml Nuaimi also t^ipeaied to 
have dented the hopes of for- 
eign firms attending the con- 
ference that Aramco would 
consider gas export projects in 
the form of pipeline projects 
and tiquefi^ natural gas 
(U^G) plants. 

“Fra: die foreseeable future, 
we have no plans m export gas 
vdiile demand continues go 
rise and we pursue domestic 
development,** be said. 


JAZZ ROCK DANCE CODRSESiiP^^ 


Need shaping up .. ? 


Then, come & join us at the 
Jazz rock dance courses 
at the French Cnltaral Centre 
Professional teacher, 
very dynamic metiiod, 
great atmo^here. 

Twice a we^ - duration : 8 weeks 
Fees : 52.500 JD. 




J 


For more’ infornuuinn, please contact F.C.C. 

Tel. 6S7 009 - 036 445 - 612 65S. Jchel Wehcleh - Amman 





JEDCOjUNCTAD and UNDP oi^anise 
seminar on computerising customs methods 

A lecturer explains procedures during a s^mmar on compnterismg customs meth* 
ods nsing the ESICUDA system to simplify enstoms transactions and meaores 
throogh decentralisation proce^es. Ilie «minarj which started Sunday^ is organ- 
ised by the Jordan Exports l^velopment and Commerirml Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) in cooperation with the Cnstozns D^zartment and tiie United Nations 
Conference on l^de and Development (UNCE^) and the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme(UNDP) (Petra photo) 


GCC defers decision on unified tariff 


DOHA (R) — Arab Gulf 
■cratftc failffH Saiiuday to agree 
on a unified tariff accord 
which has eluded them for 
years, an official 
said. 

“The minis ters decided to 
defer the matter until a funher 
study was made the GCC 
secretari^ in Riyadh,” said the 
communique after tbe 46di 
mearing of the Gulf Coopera- 
tioD Council finance ministers 
in die Qatari caphaL 

“Differences persist on a 
very tiny fiaction of die prod- 
uct list whose value may not 
be more dian three per cent of 
tbe total value of GCC 
imports, but it’s vital,” said an 


official attending tbe day-long 
meeting along the minis- 
teis. 

The GCC states — Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, tbe United Arab 

Fmimfes^ Bahrain , O man and 

Kuwait — have classified 
more than 95 per cent of over 
1,200 products diey import in 
bulk into three cat^ories — 
exempt ta.xable and special 
taxable — for customs levy 
purposes. 

But diffeiences over the 
dagjficadon of some prod- 
ucts. like steel and petrodiem- 
icals. have blocked an agree- 
menL An offidal said some 
stales fear these nascent indus- 
tries might be swamped by 


forragn competition if duties 
were lowered on these items. 

Customs tariffs in the GCC 
states range fiom four per cent 
in the UAE to 20 per cent in 
BahrairL The Saudis also levy 
20 per cent duQr on certain 
hems TO protect their local 
industry. 

A GCC summit in Decem- 
ber agreed to compdete classi- 
fication befne the next sum- 
mit in Kuwait in December 
diisyear. 

Tbe European Union (EU). 
the GCCs raaln trade paimer, 
has said it will sign a fitt trade 
accord with the Arab Gulf 
states only after they had 
reached a unified tariff accord. 


Arab commerce ministers end talks 


DOHA (AH’) — Tbe Com- 
merce nuoisiEts of six Arab 
Gulf states have ended talks in 
Qatar after preparing proposals 
for rbdr leaders to ui^ cotpo- 
cse laws and fadlitate trade 
anKxig their countries. 

The nriniCTeis &om the Gulf 
Cooperation Couadl (GCQ 
countries, which are to 
imge tiidr ecoooimes, also 
recommended reducing die 
level of national patic^utiaa in 
the added value of jdnt ven- 
tures widi foragnera m a bid to 
remove a mam obstacle in tbe 
movement of goods among 
them. 

The ministers adopted sever- 
al fecommendatioas to be put 


forward go the GCC summit K> 
be held m Kuwait in Decem- 
ber." said Qatari economy and 
commerce minuter. Sheikh 
Mohammed Ibo Khalifa A1 
Thani. 

He said tbe meeting covered a 
propc^ed draft law that would 
h^ge the gap in corporate laws 
between members pave tbe 
way for linldiig their stock niar- 
kets. 

The draft law has been under 
rfiscussion for several years as 
some members have erpressed 
reservations on the amend- 
ments in tbdr corporate laws. 

Experts said a c omm o n cor- 
porate law would open the door 
far an a g reemeot to link stock 


maikets and allow citizens fiom 
the 16-year-oId defence, politi- 
cal and economic aUiaiice to 
trade in shares in all member 
stares. Tbe six members are 
planning to link their stock 
exchanges as pait of their 1983 
economic pact which calls for 
the creation of a common Gulf 
maiket 

Tbe GCC commeice minis- 
ters fiom Saudi Arabia. Qatar. 
KuwaiL Bahrain, Oman nmJ the 
United Arab Fm?ratag (UAE) 
also recommeixled easing 
terms on narinnal inriiisfriff by 

cutting the level of local coatd- 
bution to tbe added value in fbr- 
eign projects to 30 fiom 40 per 
ceol tbe (Jaiari minister said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Cheap jewelry 
6 Niche 

10 Down for the 
• night 

14 River frelicker 

15 Single 

16 Bill of— 

17 Sacred book of 
Islam 

18 FuH of fiteraiy 

SdkMte 

20 Type of poem 

21 Early bird? 

22 Got up 

23 Fireside event 
25 Overhauled 
27 River island 
29 Emoluments 
32 Hellenic 

34 Italian noble 
Imily 

35 Nora’s pet 

39 Coarse file 

40 Ancient 


41 News piece 

42 Agjdnst 

43 Goes astray 

44 Revere 

45 Implied 

48 SMre a point in 
virestGng 

49 University board 
membere 

52 Steel — 

54 H^spening 

55 Cmida cheer 
57 Small container 
GO Marceau forte 

53 Type of scout 

64 Adams or 
Magnus 

65 King of comedy 
66 " — Ffome* 

67 Ogle 

68 Aw^ action 

69 Type of rocket 

DOWN 

1 Nudge 

2 At the summit 

3 Most austere 

4 Instruct 

5 Sea eagle 

6 Steel mill 
byproduct 

7Pine 
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8 Dollar bfll 

9 Gumshoe, 
briefly 

10 Spol^cf 
earlier 

11 man — 

12 Expunge 

13 Remold 
19 1492. e.g. 

21 Letterfrom 

Greece 

24 Pop the 
que^ion 

25 ChagaH, e^. 

26 Legal claim 

27 Taj Mahal site 

28 Tehran's place 

30 Comes io 
iDiderstand 

31 Houston pro 
33 Focal point 

36 Traffic controller 

37 Actress Garr 
36 Tlie last word 
40 lime before 

Easter 
44 Pother 
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e 1 SSTT^uw Medi Senlees. Inc. 
Al rtghto resw««d. 


46 Upon 

47 Cote denizen 

49 Chase away 

50 Escape eafrture 

51 Bottle being 
53 Egg-shaped 
55 Middle Eastern 

sultanate 


56 Extend credit 
58 Wing-8t»^ 
69 Carson^ 
successor 

61 Atlas entry 

62 — de France 

63 Always, in 
poetry 


Peanuts 


YESi 5IR..MV DOE 
NEEP5 A NEUI 
SUPPER DISH.. 


HE WEARS THEM 
OUT VERY FA5T» 


NO. I ONLY FEEP 
HIM ONCE A PAY. 




please! JUST 
PAY HIM.ANP 
LET’S 6ET OUT 
OF HERE.. 


Andy Capp 





Mutt’n’Jeff 


' MARRIED MEN 
ARE SMARTER 
than BACHELORS 
ANDIHEYLIVE 

longer,' 


OM.yfeAH/ A 
BACHELOR IS 
A man WHO 
■IHINKS BEFORE 
•HE ACTS AND 
then DOESN'T 
ACT! 




'*i- .*< -Usp".' — 


HOROSCOPE 


FOR MU NPAY- OCTOBER 2ft, Mg? 
By Linda C Black, inoune Media Services, 


.ARIES: 

(March 21 to AprU 19) This is the beginning of aro 
SS [hree-day period. Focus on your home 
S right If you haven’t already formed 

at worl^ do it now. It could mean a lot to yoar 

career md a big 

(April 20 to May 20) Emphasis is on 

about learning something you can use on the job? You re 

just about to complete a big ^ 

Low, plus what you're leanung. ^ 

thing yourself to having a partner help. It H be worth tbe 

GEMINI: 

(May 21 to June 21) You need to be careful. Fimsh 
things before you start new ones. In yoiv persona! ^ 
tionSips. it looks like there's a conversation ffiai needs to 
take place early. Have it before you go to work. If twees- 

sarv. make a commitmenL 

CANCER: 

(Tone 22 to July 22) Today you need to be patient Keep 
yonr own counsel. Talk mailers over inside your own 
with nobody else but yourself. Don't shout oot 
loud, no Tnaner how frustrated you get or you'll give fee 
secret away! 

LEO: 

(July 23 to August 22) You're under some sort piw- 
snre, from a private source. To achieve the peace of mind 
you so richly deserve, apply information you've recendy 
acquired- If it works, you'll feel much better about yoiff- 
self. If you avoid using what you've learned, the siQiatita 
could actually get worse. Hence, the choice is obvious. 
VIRGO: 

(August 23 to September 22) A friend is under quite a big 
of pressure today. You can be helpful, but you can t make 
fee c ho i cPf i It looks the situation turns out for the 
best Advise your friend not to wony*. Don't you worry 
about a problem you have ai home, either. Love will pie- 
vaiL even if there’s not enough money. 

LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 23) You're up against a 
predicament rhat needs your attention. If you can move 
quickly, you could get a fabulous career opportunity. If 
you’re too tired, you might have to let it go by. Don't 
give up. It may ho easier than give you think. 

SCORPIO: 

(October 24 to November 21) You’re getting Judder, 
approaching magnificenL So make a told move. Go 
a head and put money down on that trip to fee Bahamas. 
You don't have to decide who you're going to take along, 
yet. You know you'll want a companion. If you don't find 
one here, you'U find one there. 

SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) The focus is on your 
money and the money you share with other people. You 
may feel like you don't have quite enough to go around. 
You won't be able to get out of your responsibilities, but 
you can change them around a little. Make them more 
fun. 

CAPRICORN: 

fDitcember 22 m^airaary'19)‘Yon'rrbustly perfbrining 
three or four tasks at fee same time. You'U have a whole 
team of people helping later in fee week. The bad news 
is feat fee project isn't organised yet That’s your job for 
today. Figure out what needs to be done and start telling 
people to do it 

AQUARIUS: 

(January 20 to February 19) There is a conflicL Pan of 
you wants desperately to play while die (4ber insists on 
woridng. That's because you're m love. Tbe morning is 
your tirng for romance. So see if you can get the 
monung off and work late this evening. It’s doubtfeU but 
you coitidask. 

PISCES; 

(Febrna^ 19 to March 20) You may be feeling a little 
short of mon^. You’’Il be doing better financially soon. 
Meanwhile, yoo^re felling in love! It will happen slowly 
at fiisL bnt by fee end of fee week, you could be deliri- 
o^y happy. Take care of practical matters. You don't 
want to wife fetim later. 

. : BirCbstooe of October: Opal — Tonrmaline 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Experts say the human body is 80 
water. I guess the other 20% is strei 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwiri Arnold and KiGka Aivridn 


Unscramble these four JumUes. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortiinary words. 


USSEO 



□ 



TT 

>L 

otgarnmiMiSm 

nndvRnnu 

Mine. 


SYNIO 

A 


RODAFE 


1 

■ 

■ 



MERCOH 

TT 


r y' V • 


WHY THE GAMg 
WARPEN PIPNT 
BEUIEVE H15 
STORY. 

^ - 

Now arrange the circled letlais to 
form the surprise answer, as auf" 
gested by the above cartowi. 




Asterday^ 


Jumbles; DOWNY 
Answer What the 
musician 


(Answers tomorn 
BLANK ZITHER PSYCHE' 
Irumpefs rich sounds gave the 
-A HORN OF PLENTY 
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A review of nem from the Anihiii'p ^ 


Banker, businessman express views 
about interest rates on deposits, loans 


** THE INTEREST rates on loans and 
oiber credit facilities depend on many 
factors such as the cost of deposits, the 
availability of liquidity and the borrow- 
er's financial position, Jordan Gulf Bank 
General Manager Fayez Abul Enein said 
this week. Answering a question on why 
banks did not lower interest rates on 
loans and credit advances following a 
drop in interest rates on ceitiricates of 
deposit issued by the Central Bank. Mr. 
Abul Enein gave another two reasons. 

He mendoned the administrative cost 
factor or the high/low operadonal costs 
of a bank and the availability of other 
earnings irom sources other than lending 
as the two additional elements that influ- 
ence the interest rate level. He said that 
by taking into consideration that opera- 
donal costs of the banks are rising and 
that other sources of earnings are few, 
banks are obliged to maintain a wide 
margin between the costs of deposits and 
the lending interest rates. 

‘It should be pointed out here that 
prices of other banking services in Joixlan 
(such as various commissions) are much 
lower than in neighbouring and other 
countries," Mr. Abul Enien indicated. He 


HtLU i liLKiS 


said that although interest rates are 
among the factors that influence invest- 
ment, its importance should be overem- 
phasised because "the interest rates in the 
Kingdom are not the highest in the region 
and they should not be the key on which 
the efficiency of measures encouraging 
investment depend.” 

Responding to the same quesdon. Talal 
Halawam said that repeated talk about 
the dinar exchange rate creates suspicion 
and doubt about the strength of the Jor- 
danian dinar drives away people from 
using it as strategic investment tool. 

Mr. Halawani, chairman and general 
manager of Maltrans Shipping Agency, 
S£ud the reduedon of a point or less in the 
interest on certifreates of deposit is not a 
core element to encourage commercial 
banks to lower lending interest He 
explained that investment in certificates 
of depcttit provides banks with high yield 
and relieves them from the risk element. 
Equally, be said, investors do not find it 
fe^ible to borrow at high cost and prefer 
to deposit their savings in cash deposits 
at banks at a guaranteed and high interest 
(AI RaM). 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at, 


19^0/97 17:52 


USDoHar 


GB Sterling 


UP Yen 
ITUra 


lx • S. 

FJ? Franc 
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1.7660 

0.6177 

1.4742 

120.75 

1.3857 

1729.65 

1.9908 
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NUddie Eastern Currendc 


US Dollar 

Saudi Rlyd oi^ 

Qatar Dinar 6.2747 

Endiates Dinar djL72S 
llAbsee^dOtf . 

Egyptian 0.2952 

Energy 

Brent 19.46 19.59 

Wjitixd 

Bonny 19.46 19.59 

•Oufrri, 

UL Gm 201 jo 200.00 
* JOD Cross Rates 
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US Dollar 

bEiM 
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NewYoric 
.NewycA'' 
UmdOTi 
- Tokyo.. 
Paris 


0.710 

0J016 

0.1198 
''0J88S I 
ojssea 


3.8728 1537 JO 13875 

;43* 

0.9B 46&^ OJ03Z 

ijri " 422^69 0J307 

:-6Ji^ 

418^ OJ^ 
1.0B42 453.73 


Mid-East Currencies 

SARiyd 0'2668 0 j 4711 ai6469 0J9334 32J227 
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Kwbliw'' 3J2Sra 5J072 2J3046 4J4966 397J98 

‘ monar 
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Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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Main Equity Indices 
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Jordanian-Swiss 
committee jfinances 
rural programmes 




AMMAN (Petra) — Swiss 
ambassador to Jordan, Gian 
Federico Pedord, and 
Finance Minister Suleiman 
Hafez Sunday signed an 
agreement under which the 
joint Jordanian-Swiss Com- 
mittee disbursed JD199,000 
to the Near East Insdtudon 
for Rnancing Rural Com- 
munities which carries out 
development programmes 
in the Kingdom. 

The money is pan of an 
amount that Switzerland 
gave to Jordan in the past 
when Bern transformed the 
Kingdom's debts into a 
grant 

The grant will now benefit 
the underprivileged commu- 
nities of Jordw through 
financing a number of 
income-generadng projects 


which will be carried out in 
conjunedon with the Min- 
istry of Social Develop 
ment 

The rural development 
projects to be carried out 
under this agreement are 
expected to be executed 
within 18 months from now. 

Speaking after the signing 
ceremony, Mr. Hafez said 
the agreement falls within a 
series of agreements con- 
cluded by the Jordanian- 
Swiss comimttee which is 
entrusted with the task of 
allocating the grants in the 
form of development 
schemes. 

The Swiss goveizunent 
had three years ago reached 
an agreement with Jordan 
allowing the Kingdom to 
pay 27 per cent of its debts 




Minister Suleiman Hafez and the Swiss ambassador sign the agreement Sunday 
(Petra photo) 

to Switzerland. The $27 debt) was used so far to of the ancient city of Petra 

million amount, in Jordan- finance building the hospital Mr. Pedotti said he was 

ian currency, was used by in Maaddi through the Min- pleased that Jordan was giv- 

the joint committee to istry of Health as well as ing f;^ilities to the joint 

finance local projects vocational training centres committee for financing 


Some of the grant (former and the restoration of parts 


of the ancient city of Petra 
Mr. Pedotti said he was 
pleased that Jordan was giv- 
ing facilities to the joint 
committee for financing 
these development schemes. 


Cement weighs heavily on Jordanian stocks 


AMMAN (R) — Jordanian 
shares slipped lower Satur- 
day as selling pressure on 
Jordan cement factories 
dragged o±er blue-chip 
stocks down, brokers said. 
The 60-share Amman 
Financial Market index fell 
for the 14th session in a 
row, losing 0.28 per cent to 
169.80 poinu: in trade 
worth just 585,000 dinars 
($825,000). 

"There is still some sell- 
ing pressure on the cement, 
which pulled down the 


other blue-chips," said ana- 
lyst Mohammad Abdallah 
of Pearl Consulting. 

Brokers say a foreign 
fond has been selling Jor- 
dan Cement Factories 
shares, despite public assur- 
ances from the company 
that it had turned the comer 
after a poor first-half and 
expected to register higher 
sales by the end of 1997. 

The sales unnerved a jit- 
tery market and have 
helped reverse gains racked 
up by the official index 


since SepL 1, when Jordan 
eased some foreign stock 
ownership mles and trig- 
gered a wave of 
international fond buying. 

Blue chip Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines fell 0.05 dinars 
to 3.60 dinars in the day's 
hea%Hest trade, worth 
180,000 dinars, while Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manufac- 
turers fell 0.10 dinars to 
4.22 dinars. 

Mr. Abdallah said shares 
hod fallen low enough to 
attract local buyers later in 


the week. "It's reached sta- 
bilisation level. At this level 
even local demand will 
pick up,'’ he said. 

Ove^I, falling shares 
oumumbered gainers by 16 
to eight, with another nine 
trading but closing 
unchanged. 

The private Pearl index of 
the 45 best-perfoiming 
shares in terms of turnover 
and performance fell 0.18 
per cent to 81.96 points, 
1.72 per cent down from 
Jan. 1. 


JMMOMCJkM B’ZZTASVOXAX. »«2^ZUCSV 
HOOStNG BANK CaWTElt AMKMf - SHKSXSARI 
TSXJnPHOHBx 60717J. / 607179 

ORSAMI2XD MMUCBt SBEARE PKECS LIST FOR SDMtiAX 19/10/1997 




PAST 12 MONTHS CdHPAKY ■ S NAMB 
HICH LOH 


346.000 242.500 ARAB BANK IS. 3 1. 

3.340 1.660 JOR.MATXOBOkL BK. B. 0. 

2.600 3.150 INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 10,1 6. 

S.200 4.600 TUB BOUSING BK. 14.9 3. 

3.670 3.4SO ARAB JCm.INV.BX. 16.3 0. 

4.050 3.530. JOR.ISUUCtC BANK 14.4 3. 

2.530 1.110 ONION BK.SAV.XNV. ' - " > 0. 

1.960 .680 . BBXT.AI.HWU. (BBITKA) .5 17. 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 236.83 ZCHC: 40.17 

S.lOO 1.590 JON FRNHCB XNSUR. 5.4 7. 


NO. NO. OP 
OP SBARXS 
TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANGE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 

BS600 329.00 330.00 1.004- 

54590 1.66 1.85 .01- 

17090 2.56 2.55 .01- 

12856 4.96 4.98 

16900 3.60 3.78 .16* 

24386 3.59 3.55 .04- 

75600 1.22 1.20 .02- 

1640 • .91 .88 .03- 


XNSDRAHCS SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 114.70 <CH6: 0.00 


JOR.BLIcraXC PHR. 
IRBID ELBCTRICITT 
ARAB 1NTL.B0TEL5 
NATL. FWTPOLIO 
JCSIDAB INTL.TRAD. 
ARAB INTL.IMV.EDOC. 
BARER BODCATZON 
tmiPZED CD. 

UNION LAND DEV. 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


1.050 

4.450 

11.110 

7.200 
1.410 
3.260 
4.700 
2.S00 
1.760 
1.480 
3.650 

.710 

.770 

1.200 
4.830 
1.670 
1.400 
1.S80 
1.460 
1.070 
1.330 
1.200 


INDUSTRIAL SECTMt TOTALS 
GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 111.01 XCIIOt +0.15 


ATTANQBBB 

9 

0.00 

JQR. CEMENT PACT. 

20.7 

3.58 

JOR. PBTROL.RSFIHARX 

10. B 

7.98 

JORDAN TANNING 

6.1 

6.06 

HOOLBN INDUSTRIES 

9.2 

9.43 

INDUSTRIAL C0MM.A6R. 

9 

0.00 

ARAB PHARM. MANP. 

12.0 

4.59 

JORDAN DAIRY 

9.4 

8.73 

JOR.PZPES KANPCT. 

14.1 

7.02 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

9 

0.00 

RRAS ALUH.IHD. 

5.9 

10.00 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

10.6 

0.00 

NATIONAL IHDS. 

9 

0.00 

INTERKBO . PBTRO. CKEM. 

9 

0.00 

JOR.CBBl.lNDS. 

18.7 

4.35 

ARAB PHARH.C8BM. 

16.6 

5.38 

KAHTRBR INVEST. 

62.1 

0.00 

UNIV. HODN.XNDS. 

? 

.21 

JOR. IHDS .RESOURCES 

12.1 

11.11 

JOB. NEW CABLE OO. 

15.9 

0.00 

ZHTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

UNION Of. fi VEG. 

51.4 

0.00 


84 148550 

2 1000 

56 446729 

6 1480 

2 209 

3 3000 

1 350 

24 6150 

2 107 

3 450 

1 150 

2 800 

5 4950 

6 3000 

2 350 

1 500 

4 2650 

1 250 

5 21250 

3 650 

10 2400 

3 4650 

1 50 


INDEX: 114.81 


INDEX: 170.14 


JOR.TRADE PAC. 

XARA FOR INVESTMENT 
UNION INV. 50* 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
AL-DAHLIYAH 757 
UNITED FOR FZNAM.INV 
OOR. XHDS .HATCR-JEMCO 
ARAB FOOO 6 MED. 

ARAB XNTL.INV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NAIL . MULT . BN6 . NAKIOO 
NATZAX DIBS 6 MOULDS 
ARAB BLSCT.INDS. 
MIDEAST PHARH. 7SX 
XROS. ENG. 

PEARL SAN. P. OONV. 
NATL. POULTRY 
HAT.ALOMXNZDM. 7SX 
MID.BAST COMPLEX 


GRAND TOTAL 


MARKET SRARB PRICE LIST FOR SUMDAY 

10.4 0.00 22 22500 

78.1 0.00 1 500 

9 0.00 4 5800 

9 0.00 11 335800 

70.1 0.00 1 1000 

57.8 0.00 2 9000 

9 0.00 3 3000 

9 0.00 1 250 

44.9 0.00 1 500 

9 0.00 1 100 

9 0.00 1 1000 

9 0.00 7 5300 

9 0.00 2 2878 

E 0.00 7 35000 

9 0.00 2 3000 

B 0.00 1 1000 

B 0.00 6 10900 

97.4 0.00 12 15012 

7.5 16.39 8 2350 

93 444890 
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2088 
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India gold 
decision casts 
shadow over 
Dubai trade 

. DUBAI (R) — India's deci- 
sion to relax bullion sales cast 
a shadow on gold trade in 
Dubai, shattering hopes for a 
' rise in demand from the 
world's largest single market, 
traders said Sundt^. 

"Demand was good last 
week. It was normal, (but) 
Over die past two days there 
u<as less demand," one trader 
told Reuters. 

The Indian government 
said Tbursday it was allowing 
authorised importers of gold 
and silver. including 
intemational banks, to seU 
bullion in the doroe^c mar- 
ket 

The fear among traders is 
that Indian impexters will 
secure the gold directly from 
the source. ladier than 
tfarou^ reeCToners in Dubai. 

Traders in ^bai. the main 
supplier of gold to tibe Indian 
sub^tinent. said the deci- 
sion has caused a great deal of 
conoem in the Arab Gulf 
emirate. 

"It's too early to say any- 
thing. We have to wait until 
Monday afremoon and then 
we wfl] be able to tell better," 
one trader said when asked 
about Ins expectations for 
demand frx- next week. 

"But everybody is hoping 
that demand \rill come," hie 
said. 

Traders had been expecting 
a rise in donand duimg the 
second half of October'afrer 
die start of the festival of 
Dushena — celebrating tibe 
victay of good over ev^ — 
ahead of I^a’s main wed- 
£ng season. 

Demand in India for jew- 
ellery had been low as many 
had bought thdr needs for thie 
festival in July when world 
gold prices hit their lowest 
level this year, traders said 
But demand for bullion bars 
— a common form of invest- 
ment — was good they said 

One trader srid buQion 
demand ^ch appeared 
pFotnisiDg at the beginning of 
last week, fell over the past 
two days alter the Indan gov- 
emmeot announcemenL He 
declined to put any figures on 
the drop. 

More than 80 per cent of 
Dubai's gold imports are re- 
exported to India, making the 
Ai^ Gulf emiraie the 
world’s largest physical gedd 
radstiibution centre. 




Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


I 

-# r. 


"■ ! 





Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 
Abdoun Real 

Tel:- 810605-81060d 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs inl8k Gold • 


STUOlO Hai6 

Pfofessiomqu^ln 
tho^ffawtoe 
Oeveb^ your cofour f 8 m 

at our stop ^ set 
« J6MSO SfiEB 

I* Raa afHBttgemem 
\ 20x^cm^ 

Shmeisani- Opposite 
GriiM^ays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweffiehTel: 823891 


SECURITY 


O 

(JASTRONOMi 


oRownHora. 

'OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOlA^ 
' TENNIS d 

SQUASH fv'i) 
COUFITS / 

‘ SAUNA. I ‘ 

JACUZZI & / 

MASSAGE jfW 
' FITNESS \[ m 

ROOM (j 

Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 j 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Aiound the CLOO< 
E\oy 3Q Mnutes ftom AbdoG 
to Airport and Bock 


For Fiather Detois cdl : 
Airport Branch 08-51931 
Abckiii Branch 653313 



QuaKy Serviced Stte 

• Om & TWO J odfoOBM ■ FteBy 
KiidiaKtlcs • ZMIy A 
I«*N8 Step ■ Rajofablo Rates 




I R8MT 

H Apartments 
H & Villas Deluxe 
p in Amman 

SANABEL 

Swelftyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
M 864230 -T 865167 
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Cuban hero hurls Marlins 
to 7-4 win over Cleveland 


MIAMI (AFP) — Cuban 
defector Livan Hernandez 
fought through the tension 
of living a dream, pitching 
the Florida Marlins past 
Cleveland in the opening 
game of the 93rd World 
Series. 

Hernandez scattered 
eight hits, walked two bat- 
ters and struck out five in 5 
1/3 innings here Saturday, 
hurling Marlins past 
Cleveland 7-4 to become 
the yo ung est winning 
pitcher in a Series opener. 

‘This is a tremendous 
dream, pitc hing in the 
World Series," Hernandez 
said. *1t's the ultiinate.'’ 

Hemazidez, four months 
shy of his 23rd birthday, 
was 3 1/2 mondis younger 
than “Sniok^' Joe Wood, 
who pitched Boston past 
the New Yoric Giants in 
1912 to set ±e mark before 
the Marlin right-hander. 

Hernandez, who defected 
from the Cuban national 
team in 1995, was ±e 
youngest Series starter 
since Dwight Gooden of 
the New York Mets in 1988 
and the first Cuban to start 
a Series game since Luis 
Tiant in 1975 — when 
Hernandez was eight 
months old. 

“When 1 was a child, I 
didn't even think of this. It 
wasn't something that even 
passed tluough my mind," 
Hernandez said. 'It's a 
very wonderful experience. 
Fm just very excited." 

Dominican Moises Alou 
slammed a three-run home 
run and Charles Johnson 
added a solo homer for the 
Marlins, a fifth-year club 
seeking a dlle in its first 
playoff trip. The Indians 
have not won the Series 
since 1948. 

“Eveiy game is big," 
Alou said. "To get the fint 
one is awesome. We felt 
confident with Livan onthe 
mound He kept us in the 
game.” 

The best-of-seven Major 
League Baseball champi- 
onsMp continues here 



Florida Marlins pitcher Livan Hernandez is pictored in a double exposure as he rears 
back and delivers a pitch during the 5th fanlng game one of the World Scries 
October 18. Hernandez is the fit^ Cohan to start a World Series game since Lnis 
Tiant pitched for the Boston Red Sox in 1975 (Reuters photo) 


Sunday with Florida's 
Kevin Brown matched 
against Cleveland's Chad 
Ogea. 

On a humid and windy 
night before 67,245 fans, 
the largest Series crowd 
since 69.000 jammed 
Yankee Stadium in 1963, 
Hernandez overcame a 
shal^ first inning to thwart 
the Indians. 

"He settled down and 
pitched well," Marlins 
manager Jim Leylandsaid. 
"He was obviously hyped. 
He did a great job." 

Hernandez said poor con- 
trol, not nerves, caused the 
biggest problems. 

“I wasn't any more ner- 
vous than any other game. 1 
felt fine," he said, ‘T only 
had ray fastbaU working. 
My breaking ball was not 
there. I had bad pitches. 1' ' 
wasn't throvring well.' I ' 
wamT hitting the strike 
zone." 

Cleveland's Marquis 
Grissom saw it differently. 

"He kept the ball away 
firom everybody." Grissom 


said. "We could have got- 
ten him if be had stayed in 
longer, but Jim L^rland did 
a great job of changing 
pitchers." 

Leyland removed 

Hernandez in the sixth so 
he would not face Bip 
Roberts, who bad twice 
doubled off him. 

The first rookie pitcher to 
start a &ries opener in nine 
years showed his firustza- 
tioo in the team dugout by 
hitting a medical kit. kick- 
ing at stairs and pounding 
onawalL 

"I wasn't going to let him 
see Bip again," Leyland 
said. *T felt that would be 
unfair to Livan and I wasn't 
going to let him do thac" 

Hernandez said he was 
mad at himself mote than 
being removed. 

Geveland starting pitcher 
Orel Hershiser was woeful- 
ly off target, surrendering 
seven xtios to marah a 
Series record for inepti- 
tude by a single pitcher. 

The 39-year-old right- 
hander gave up six hits and 


walked four Florida batters 
in 4 1/3 inning s after walk- 
ing only thrtt batters in 
three prior playoff starts. 

Hershiser's low came in 
tile fourth inning when 
Alou siammftri his homer 
off the lefr-field foul pole 
and Johnson followed to 
put Florida up 5-1. It 
marked the first back-co- 
back Series homers since 
1986. 

Florida's incoosisient 
neiievers allowed poieodal 
tying runs to bat in the 
eighth and ninth innings. 
But Jay Powell struck out 
Omar Vizquel to end the 
eighth and Robb Nen 
struck out Matt W illiams 
and Sandy Alomar to end 
the game. 

‘TVe had a couple oppor- 
tunities where we didn't 
capitalize" Grissom said. 
'!we had guys on third base 
with one OUL Hiose are sit- 
uations you have to capital- 
ize on. We've got to get tb^ 
timely hitting. They got 
big k^ hits and we didn't” 


Hingis, Sanchez into Zurich doubles final 


ZURICH (AFPl — World 
No.l Martina Hingis tiuew 
off the disappointment of 
her singles exit and 
advanced to the final of the 
doubles alongside Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario of the 
WTA Tour doubles event 


here late Saturday. 

The pair took just 47 min- 
utes to dispose of Conchita 
Martinez of Spain and 
Argentina's Patricia 

Tar^ini 6-2, 6-1 and will 
now face Larissa Neiland of 
Latvia and Helena Sukova 


of the Czech Republic, who 
beat Lindsay Davenport of 
the U.S. Czech Jana 
Novotna 7-6 (7/4), 6-4. 

Hingis, suiprisingly beat- 
en in the singles quarter- 
finals by American Lisa 
Raymond on Friday, played 
despite chipping a toc^ ear- 


lier when she fell off a 
horse. 

-Th e fall was far less seri- 
ous, hwever. tbaii the one 
she in \riiich she badly 
injured her knee earlier this 
year and which ruined her 
build-up for the French 
Open. 


LECTURE POSTPONEMENT 

The Friends of Archaeology 

announces the postponement of its 
lecture which was to take place on 
Monday, October 20, 
to a later date to be announced. 


SUPER DELUXE 
PENTHOUSE FOR RENT 


Second floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen, large 
terraces with attractive view. 

Location: Abdoun, opposite to the 
American Embassy. 

Please call Tel.: 662405 


FOR RENT 


Luxuriously furnished ground floor apartment, located in 
Um Utheina. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fully 
equipped kitchen, independent maid's room with 
bathroom, verandas, garden, private garage, central 
heating, extra water tank and telephone. 

Please call Tel.: 5531861 or 5513963 


TO LET 

For ForeignOrgaisations and Diplomatic Missions 


A newly-constructed and unique 
building consisting ol 4 floors of 
which three are to let Each floor 
is of 230 sq.m, in area, and 
consists of three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, salon, lounge, kitchoi, 
water well. lift, separate central 
heating and entrance. 

Location in Sweifieh between the 6th and 7th Circles, opposite the 
Ministry of Energy. 

The ground floor will be occupiecf by the owner tor only one 
month each year because he lives abroad. 

Cali Tel.: 815555 


FOR RENT 
FURNISHED FLAT 

3-bedroom furnished flat in Shmeisani, 
close to Birds Garden. Private telephone, 
new furniture. The flat was occupied by 
European family for one year. Available 
for long-term lease only. 

For Information, please call 079/23396 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

For one person or a couple 

20Q iTiebes fiom Goethe fnstrt^ 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman, Abdul Munem 
/M Riia Street Fyiy finished 2-bedroom grourKi 

floor apartment Salellile, 

with tenace over looldng a very reiaxirigarKl '* 
nice garden in Dr. Geoi^ Sfeir's viDa, ^.1 6. 
Annual rent 

If interested, please call 641515 


Ronaldo doubt for UEFA Cup match 


MILAN (AFP) — Inter Milan beat Napoli 2-0 to stay top of 
tile Italian Serie A on Saturday, but their UEFA Cup hopes 
took a knock as Braziiian ace Ronaldo suffered au injury 
which makes him doubtful for Tuesday’s tie with French 
club Lyon. 

Defender Fabio Galante opened the scoring is the ninth 
minute aiui Dutch midfielder Aron Winter finished it in the 
69th, his shot taking a d^ection off Napoli midfielder 
Francesco ThziisL 

But Ronaldo, who bagged a hai-tiick in Inter's midweek 
Italian Cup van at Piacenza, failed to score after taking an 
early knock from Null's Argentine defender Roterto 
Ayala. 

Inter coach Gigi Simoni said: '‘Ronaldo took a kick after 
five minutes and this had an effect on hiS performance for 
the rest of the match. 

“In fact, theze are seiioos doubts that he will recover in 
time for 'Hiesday’s Ul^A Cup tie.” 

The Brazilian star, who has scored nine goals in as many 
gai^ for filter tills season, played on Saturday with a 
bruised lefr thigh and could now miss tiie second round, 
first leg tie at San Siio. 

Ronaldo said: *1 got kicked by Ayala at the start of the 
game. But it was a match that was important to win and to 
keep tile momentum going. 

'T didn't score, but that doesn’t matten what countedlwas 
getting the three points.” 

Simoni, who coached Napoli last season before being 
sacked, was not entirely happy witii bis team's perfor- 
mance. 

‘'We could have played better,” he said. *TVe were too 
quick to the match was alr^y won and we eased off 
sooner than we should have done.” 

Goalkeeper Giaoluca I^gliuca sees no limir thou^ m 
Inter's potential this season, saying: “UEFA Cup, Italian 


Gascoigne 
shines in 
Rangers 
seventh 
heaven 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Paul 
Gascoigne was in devastat- 
ing form as Rangers 
Cfusl^ Dunfermline 7-0 to 
go top of the Scottish 
Premier division for the 
first time this season on 
Saturday. 

But the England midfield- 
er. cuixently being linked 
with a return to English 
football, was upstaged by 
his Italian ream mate Manro 
Negri, who bit the target 
four times to bring his tally 
to 22 gc^ in a remarkable 
first season witii tiie 
Scottish champions. 

Danish international 
Brian Laudrup scc»ed the 
other goal as Dunfennline 
were completely outplayed. 

At tte end of what could 
be bis last match for the 
Glasgow giants, Gascoigne 
was given a rousing recqp- 
tion by tiie fans after domi- 
nating the midfield for 90 
minutes. 

But Dunfermline boss 
Bert Paton paid tribute to 
Gascoigne, one of the stars 
of England's 0-0 World Cup 

qii flli'fic9ri nn.ff linghmg 

draw with Italy in Rome 
last week. 

Meanwhile, Rangers’ Old 
Finn rivals Celtic outlined 
tiieir tide credentials witii a 
superb display to defeat 
Hearts 2-1 at lynecastie 
after surviving a late flurry 
to go second in the table. 

Elsewhere, under-fire 
Aber^n boss Roy Aitken 
could breathe a little easier 
after tiie Dons beat 
HibemUn 2-0 m record 
their first premier league 
victory of tiie season and 
only tiieir third league wzn 
since Ust Christinas. 

Dundee United also 
secured their first league 
win of the season in 
emphatic fashion with a 4-0 
dentition of Motherwell 
white Sc Johnstone cele- 
brated a 1-0 \ictocy at 
Kilnumock. 


Cup and league tide — we want to win ever>lliing, espe- 

cially the league." . . 

Satuiday's victory at the San Paolo stadium settled a score 

between ^ two dubs- , . 

When they met in Naples last season for a irface in *e 
Italian Cup final, hirer lost a penalty shoot-out after playing 

most of the game with 10 men. , u i. 

Inter’s superb start to the season has now brought them 
five wins and one draw from their opening six league 
games. They were five points clear at the top before AS 
Roma, Parma and Juvenms played on Sunday. 

There was no such luck, howe\*er. for high-flying Lazio, 
who were brought down to eartii by Atalanca in .suffering a 
2-0 defeat before their own fans at the Olympic stadium. 

Yugoslav midfielder Ljubisa Dundjerski was the architect 
of Atalanta’s surprise win, making one goal and scoring the 
odier. 

Atalanta, with suspended coach Emiliano Mondonico 
watching from the stands rather than the dugout, scored 
with their first real attack of the match in the 33rd mnute. 

The visitors worked a short comer, Dundjerski s goal- 
bound effort forced a desperate parry ^m Lazio goalkeep- 
er Luca Marchegiaiii and Andre Sooil was there to drive 
home tiie loose ball. ,. . . 

Marchegiani was to blame again in the fifth mmute of 
first-half injury time, when he appeared to have 
Dundjerski's powerful firee-kick well covered, only to allow 
tiie ball to slip past him. 

Atalanta defender Paolo Foglio sent off after an hour 
for a second bookable offence, but still held on to the 
points. 

There was another upset in the night match as UEFA Cup 
hopefrils Udinese needed a late equaliser to draw 2-2 with 
10-man Empoli. 



Michael Tumat of Bayern Munich (L) scores daring his teams German first division 
soccer match with Karlsruher SC Karlsruhe’s players (From 2nd L-R) Sean Dundee, 
Markus Schroth and Man; Keller look on. The match ended in a 1-1 draw (Reuters 
photo) 

Kaiserslautern preserve lead 


COLOGNE (AFP) — Lady 
luck s^ed on 
Kaiserslautern as they 
staved off a bamstoiming 
Bayer Leveikusen to grab a 
1-1 draw OD Saturday to 
main tain their four-point 
lead over Bayern Munich, 
who likewise finished 1-1 in 
Kailsrube. 

“I have to say this was our 
worst game since I have 
been wife the club in the 
Bundesliga," 

Kaiserslautern's coach Otto 
Rehagel rea^y admitted. 

“L^rkusen were clearly 
tiie better team. They con- 
trolled the game for the 
whole 90 minutes. The one 
point we got here today was 
more than satisfactory." 

Rehagel knew his side bad 
survivedi a big test and 
could c(^t its^ lucl^ not 
to have oeenyblown away by 
a doioinant Leverkusen, 
who did not aUow a single 
Kaiserslautero crack at goal 
during tiie opening 20 min- 
utes. 

After a swathe of early 
chances Leverioisen 
defender Markus Hq;pe 
finally broke through ste 
72 minutes, but an error by 
Bayer teammate Nico 
Kovac 13 minutes later 
allowed Jurgen Risebe to 
paddle in the equaliser after 



Located In Teia'a All Area 
near style Furniture Showroom 
TTioban Oin Yejded StBId No. 7 - 1 st floor. 
It's 22Dntt hes 3 bedrooms ( one Is master ) 
3 bathrooms - 2 baltonies - a wide kitchen 
8 bio saloon & dining room, with excellent 
furniture • special Heating system 
Sunny bath & telephone. 

Tbe buiWino contsins 6 apartmanut Anfv 

|For more information, please cafi079>62662 after 5:00 p.m I 
|SS35567/61 31 43 Mrs. 1 man Kanbali Geed nnw vneurnhsa mnKMi I 


keeper Dirk Hemeo mis- 
judged a floating cross. 

Kaiserslautern's defence 
was at sixes and sevens in 
the early phases of the game 
reacting like a “puneb- 
dnink boxer,” as Rehagel 
himself described it His 
Leverkusen counterpart 
Christoph Daum was friri- 
ous after sacrificing two 
points so negligently and 
struggled to contain bis 
emotions. 

A superbly-executed free 
kick by Michael Tarnat in 
the 78th minute gave 
Bayern Munich one point in 
Karlsruhe ahead of next 
Ttiesday's second round 
Champions League tie 
against Paris $L Germain. 
Markus Schroth bad put the 
home side in the le^ after 
40 minutes. 

The two sides are keen 
rivals because wealthy 
Bayern have made a habit 
of pinching Karlsruhe’s top 
talents in recent years, 
among them the prize scalps 
of Mehmut Scholl, Oliver 
Kahn. Tborsten Fink and 
goalscorer Tamat 

In tile end two points went 
begging for Karlsruhe but 
tbd'^draw was a large 
improvement on their 3-1 
defeat in Hamburg mid- 
week. 

European champions 
Borussia Dortmund just 
avoided their fifth consecu- 
tive loss as they ground out 
a 0-0 draw in a Ruhr derby 
against Duisbu^. Four days 
l^ore they square up 
against AC Farm in the 
Champions' League, the old 


club of Dortmund coach 
Nevio Scala. there is no sign 
af any improvement with 
the club stuck in the relega* 
don zone. 

'^Duisburg have moR 
experience." playmakei 
Andreas MoUer said as he 
tried to explain away tin 
game’s low standard 
“That’s why we have tc 
think small. We will run 
fight and chase in the com- 
ing weeks and do every- 
thing we can to get out Ol 
the basement If we sdcl; 
together and get some oidei 
back into our game we wil] 
find the goals again." 

Hansa Rostock mean- 
while climbed to third with 
a hammering ag^si 
UEFA Cup holders Schalke. 
Few would have predicted 
that five goals would fell is 
a game which, on paper, 
appeared set to become a 
battle of two strong 
defences. 

But Rostock raced to a 3- 
0 lead through Jens Dowe, 
Oliver Neuville and a Seigej 
Barbarez penalty. Schalke's 
Michael Goosens pulled 
one back in the second half 
but Rostock's Igor Famic 
put the result beyond doubt 
in the 88th minute when he 
clipped the ball home at the 
end of a sweeping Hansa 
fast break. 

Stuttgart meanwhile blast- 
ed He^a Berlin, who have 
now lost all six away match- 
es this seasozL Herdia's 
coach Jurgen Rober now 
finds his Job on the line. 
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■^CINEMA 

PHlLADEZil^HIA 


ii 


TCL-MiW CINEMA 


Jessica Lange 
Halle Berry ...in 


"^Philadelphia ■ 

Tom Cruise ... in 


LOSING ISAIAH 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 




TELifi34144~>^ ^ CINEMA 

■ 2 ' 


TEL'699238 


MISSION 

IMPOSSIBLE 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10,30 






PLAZA 


Julia Roberls ... in 

MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 






CINEMA 

ebneoRD 

eoaeoEs -i" 

Geena Davis & 

Samuel Jadaon ...in 
THE LONG KISS 
GOODNIGHT 
(12:30, 3:3a 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 

coacoRS 'S* 

FAIR GAME 

Shows: 3:30 ,6:00 only 


(SOl^ m;079S3430 

GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 

Will Smith & 
Tommy Lee Jones ... in 

MEN IN BLACK 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


r 


TEL.-079 3J430 "N 

GALLERIA 2 






ABDOUN 
Tim Alien... in 

JUNGLE 2 JUNGLE 


Shews: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




TEL: 62515S 

^ ^ 

Watch out for the new pU^ 
THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
^ and Amal Dabbos. 
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Venables says no to Benfica 

LONDON (AFP; —Australian national team coach Terry 
Venables has turned down a chance to manag e Portuguese 
club Benfica because of his comnutments with the Soc- 
ccroos and English first division side Portsmouth. The 
former England manager, now in charge of Australia anH 
director of football at Portsmouth, said Saturday: “There 
was a wonderful offer and it appealed to me. It would 
have perfect but it has come at the wrong dme. “I am 
committed to Austraba and would not even consider 
breaking my.contract with them. 

Giant screens for 98 World Cup 

PARIS (AFP; — Would-be World Cup p unre rs who fail to 
land tickets for next summer's French jamboree need not 
despair — they will be able to sit in a town square 
watch the action on giant television screens. Organisers 
agreed the plan to erect the screens in major towns after 
consulting the ministry for sport and youth as well as 
broadcasters and FIFA. The costs of installing the outdoor 
•cine-soccer’ is estimated at around S8,000 per ni^t or 
S 160, (XX) for the month-long toumamenL 

Kucera wins Ostrava final 

OSTRAVA, Czech Republic (AFP) — Karol Kucer/ 
made the most of Magnus Norman's injury to win 6-2 
retired and capture the million-doUar ATP event here on 
Sunday. It was the 32nd world-ranked Slovakian's second 
tour success and took Just 27 minutes. Meanwhile 28th- 
ranked Norman of Sweden became the second player to 
retire in the later rounds following that of Croatian Goran 
Ivanisevic who lost 6-3 retired to eighth s^ Kucera in 
the semi-final. Seventh seed Norman's problem was a 
recunence of a leg injury from two weeks previously dur- 
ing a match against Spain's Sergi Bruguera. 

Chess championships in December 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Bulgarian grandmaster Veselin 
Topalov has decided to compete in the revamped woiid 
chess championships set to begin in Groeningen, the 
Netherlands, in mid-December, the Sport-Express daily 
said here Saturday. Topalov, ranking fourth in the world, 
had earlier refused to play in the tournament pending a 
financial agreement with the Woild Oiess Federation 
(FIDE), but recently he reached a deal with FIDE, the 
paper said. 'I>vo leading grandmasters have opted to stay 
away from the championships, which for the first time 
will consist of a knock-out tournament — Russia's Garry 
Kasparov, the Professional Chess Association world 
champion, and former Soviet citizen Gata Kamsky, now 
based in the Umted States. Reigning FIDE world champi- 
on Anatoly Karpov will join the championships at the 
final stage. 
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' Standings; Nolda II points; 'Varta 7 pofots^^^aWlia^ 
6 points; irco 3 points . •' *v.‘ ■ 

Juniors Two Divi^n 1986;:1987' 

Ptxsche 3 vs .RJ j-****'-.*.-*.’' 

RMCCS 2 vs . Intervel : 

■RMCCS 3 vs:. W 1 (plaxrf'drt^nih)^ 

Porsche 2 vs ihtervei (played Oct •l'3m)-.7? ' 

Standings: Intecvet 13 poinb;'RMCCS 7j;k^ts;,P<w^^ 
8 points; RJ 0 points ' ^ 7 '^ 


Standings: Intecvet 13 poinb;'RMCCS_7j;k^ts;,P<w^^ 
8 points; RJ 0 points ' ^ 7 

MdsDivisira 1984-1985- " ' 

AinigoNabD 2 -vs . Dune's Clnbi- 

Standings: Dune's Club lO points ;Jleinein4[^’^^ 
Amigo NaMl 8 points; Aiby’s 3 pomes; . 

Senior Diviskw . 1981-1983'^ , 

Zalatimo 4 ' vs CoffeeBce^-'./...^'^''-4>77.’ ’'*wi,4\ 
Jordan Insurance 3 vs • -’Osacfiei^ftt.'4 * • ' 

Standings: Zaladmo 7 points; . CbffiM Break 37gqu^; 
Iordan Insurance 4 points- . ' y.y. 



Jordan leads Bulls to victory: IVUcbael Jordan scored a game-high 27 points on 
Saturday ;night as the Chic^o Bolls beat Olympiakos of Greece 104-7$ in the Goal 
of the McDonalds Championship, the unofficial world cinb championship. The 
Bulk maintained the Unit^ States' unbeaten record in the tournament, whi^ was 
first played in 1987 (Reuters photo) 


Santoro 
wins 1st 
ATP title 
in 9 years 

LYON (AFP) — France’s 
Fabrice Santoro beat Ger- 
many's Tommy Haas 64. 6r 
4 here on Sunday for his 
first ever ATP tour victory in 
this 750.(X)0-doI)ar event 

Santoro, ranked just 42nd 
in the world, cast aside die 
' 19-year-old Haas, vdio has 
come out of the Nick BoUet- 
tier! academy in Florida and 
is currently ranked 67 — a 
rapid rise Cram his 199S 
ranking of 1, 192nd. 

Santoro paid his opponent 
compliments after the 
match: "He's a talented 
player and I hope be does 
not wait nine years like me 
for his first tour success." 

The 24-year-oId French- 
man was ranked just 118 in 
the world a year ago and 
was even thinking about 
retiring. But with the help 
of father Maicel who 
became his coach at the 
beginning of the year, be 
has improved out of all 
recognition. 

It took him an hour and 21 
minutes to see off his oppo- 
nent and be bad to come 
back ftom 3-0 down in the 
second set to earn the 
$101,000 winner's cheque. 

Santoro had beaten 17th- 
ranked Richard Krajicek of 
Holland, 14tb-rank^ Felix 
Mantilla of Spain and Aus- 
tralia's ISth-ranked Mark 
Hiilippoussis up to the final. 


British Chevening Scholarships Programme 


The British Embassy’s Cheveoiog Scholarships j^gramme 

oCEeis ftmds ft)r postgraduate study in the United BSngdom. 



Biidsh Embassy 
Amman 


-.r -- 




■' "" . 

O! . 


For the year 1998/99, we ate looking for scholars with a lec^ of cxceDecce. 

rithPf professional or academic, who will ase their studies in the UK in the application 
of their work in Jordan. Priority is given to candidaies with exoellcot c ommand of 

English and some relevant work experience. Also, candidates should be under the age 

of 40. 

Chevening Scholarships ate normally awarded for Masters degrees, bat plications for 
short tenn courses of three months or more will be considered. However, plications 
forPhD d^rees, "wtirine and dentistry wfll not be cmsideied. 

Candidates are encouraged to ply in humanities and in social sckoces. Wc wiU not 
be able to support in the arts, sachacology or medical sdences pi^ ftom those 

in community health and environmenL 

The Scholarship will be for the individual only. Thus, no finmcial or other assistance 
will be given to the scholars' families to accompany them to Britain. 

■Ihem am diHferent types of schoUnsh^s. Some cover only the notion fi» while others 

also cover pan or aU of the Uving eitpeoses. In almost an cases the scholarships do not 
cover aiifees and dK sdMlars wffl be ejqtecled to tnate some contn^tmon towards the 

cost of their stndies. 

Apnlicadon foims along with detailed infonnaiion on' the scholarship and on 

B^Sine the fcnns can be collected fiom The British Embassy or The British 
Conn^ Amman dnring 18-31 October 1997. Hie deadliiie for lecavmg completed 
Mlicadons is 6 November 1997. Motsover, any snbnntied doemnent cannot be 
reclaiined and iniist therefore be.a photocopy and not an ongmaL 

BRITISH EMBASSY AMMAN 


Becker to Stuttgart 
without high hopes 


STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Holder Boris ‘ B^ker will 
make a low-key entry into 
this week's 2.3 miilitm-dol- 
lar Eurocard Open, with 
few illusions that is his cur- 
rent st^ of fmn he cart 
successfully defend his title. 

The 29-year-old German 
tennis icon is ^dually 
winding down his career 
and wUl jriay in no more 
Grand Slams. His ^if-pro- 
claimed main focus until be 
finally- retires — likely in 
1998 — will be developing 
his new role as Davis (3up 
manager for Germany. 

Injured over the summer 
and autumn, the three-time 
Wimbledon champion has 
competed in only seven 
matches since Ic^ing in the 
quarter-finals at &e AU 
^gland club and bowing 
out of Grand Slam competi- 
tion. 

Stuttgart which begins 
Monday at the Schleyer 
arena. The 48-man event is 
the penultimate Mercedes 
Super 9 of (he year and is 
critical for those eight men 
aiming for the season-end- 
ing ATP Tour World Cham- 
pionships in Hanover next 
month. 

Becker, at 22nd in the 
world, has no hopes for 
Hanover and ffeely ^mits: ' 
"Fra ready for Stuttgart, 
though I'm not reaUy look- 
ing to next week, but ntore 
to the next few months. My 
focus is from one Davis 
Cup to the other." 

Last year, Becker com- 
pleted a triumph for the 


Gennan game as he beat 
Pete Sampras in five sets to 
take the home title. 

This year, the German 
will not be seeded and must 
fight his way through the 
draw. ‘Tni the defending 
champion but I'm not think- 
ing about another title," he 
said. 

The tournament’s entry 
list includes aU of the 
world's Top 20, though 
Spain’s Albert Costa on 
20tb could be doubtful after- 
withdrawing at the Marl-, 
boro widi teodooitis in a 
shoulder. 

Another injury pullout is 
former World No. 1 Jim 
Courier, who cancelled his 
appearance because of an 
undisclosed injury. 

Another former elite play- 
er. Andre Agassi, now 102 
in the world, has been given 
a wild card entry, tbou^ his 
interest in European events 
can sometimes seem luke- 
warm at best 

The rest of the field 
behind world number one 
Pete Sampras and Michael 
Chang wtU be headed by 
U.S. Open ebampioD 
Patrick Rafter. Ivanisevic, 
World No. 5 Briton Greg 
Rusedski and sixth-ranked 
Spaniard Carlos Moya. 


Black beats Kuerten 
to win Hong Kong title 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Zimbabwe’s 
Byron Black won the ^25,000 Hong Kong 
Championships with a hard-fought five-set 
victory in tlu final over French Open 
champion Gustavo Kuerten on Sunday. 

The 28-year-old Black took home the 
$220,000 first prize, one of the biggest pay 
cheques of his career, after . defeating 
Brazilian Kuerten 6-3, 6-7 (4/7), 6-2, 3-6, 
7-6 (7/5). 

The rain-intemipted final lasted three 
hours and 23 minutes. 

Black, ranked 60th in the world, pla]^ 
the same kind of solid baseline game which 
he used to eliminate world number eight 
Marcelo Rios in the preliminary rounds and 
German ace Boris Becker in the semi- 
finals. 

Black's superior fimess and coolness 


under pressure proved decisive in the final- 
set tie-break against Kuerten, the world 
number 11. 

"It was a very up and down match," said 
Black. *First, I had two rain-postponed 
doubles matches on Saturday as well as a 
single semi-final.’' 

Kuerten said be folt tired in the fifth seL 

*1 think towards the end of the match both 
of us were a bit fired," the Brazilian said. 
"In the fifth set, some of the balls were not 
as easy as they were in the first" 

‘'But he deserved to win. He was that two 
points better than me and that’s all he need- 
ed." 

Kuerten will now travel to Europe trymg 
to pick up enough r anking points to qualify 
for the year-ending ATP Championships in 
Hanover, Germany. 


United fightback salvages point 


LONIDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United came from 
two goals behind to snatch 
a draw at Derby as Everton 
upset all pre-match predic- 
fions by beating Liveipool 
2-0 in a typically passionate 
Merseyside En^sh Pre- 
mier League de^ on Sat- 
urday. 

Aiunal, though, stayed 
top of the English Premier- 
ship despite being held to a 
^^ess draw at London 
rivals C^rysIal Palace while 
Leeds United provided the 
shock result of the day by 
thrashing Newcastle 4- 1 . 

United were facing their 
third defeat in five games 
after falling behind to first 
half goals from Italian 
Francesco Baimo and 
Costa Rican Paulo Wan- 
chope at Derby. 

But after a heated half- 
time talk from furious Unit- 
ed manager Alex Ferguson, 
the reigning champions hit 
back after the break 
through Ibddy Sberingham 
and Andy Cole, who sal- 
vaged a point six minutes 
from time. 

Derby, one of the surpris- 
es of tte new season, were 
on the receiving end of a 
verbal lashing from their 
own mana^ Jim Smith 
after throwing away near- 
certain victory. 

Leeds boss George Gra- 
ham was delighted with his 
team's 4-1 demolition of 
Newcastle at EUand Road, 
which lifted the Yorkshire 
side to sixth. 

'It was a great perfor- 
znaoce and the way ^ lads 
played throughout it has to 
be one of our best perfor- 
mances," Graham said. 

‘3efore the game New- 
castiecouldbavebeenrigbt j 
up there if they win tiie ; 
games in band and you just 
look at the names of foeir 
players — fliey're some- 
thing special. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Ground floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting room, ' 
glassed veranda, kitchen, bathroom and nice 
garden. Situated at Urn Utheina — near Amra Hotel. 

For more information please call 

Abu Samir: Tel.: 5511068, 649482. 
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Thursday 

23 October - 8:00 p.m. 




Tbe Orchestra of 
the Netfofld/ Music Conserratoiy 
Me Murtotfe^ conductor 

The program feaures nozans narrage 
of Figve Overture end vool pans 
chts opera, performed bf open singers 
Svedbta Kupavira. Oira Bawib and 
Lukas CcfTijr, accompanied bjr the 
Orctwnra. The concert ends wdth 
Mozan's sjrmphony No. 29 . 


- The Royal Cultural Center. 
Main Theatre 

Ticfcet: JD 7 

TkfceCi waflaUe ae 

• AUb^Abek a^erwre. td. «8818l 
- Absar nowers. t«L 5527695 

. Babich*, teLMI3Z2 

.QSiMola,«LB56285 

• PWhdUpHa Hoad. nL 607100 

■ Safeway. 0168531 1 J 

• ThoR^CidnnlCMBr.nL 669026 
•ThaNadenalMialeCDRsenatory.teL 687620 lA 


“But we’ve got rid of the 
prima donnas. My players 
are honest and have ability 
but, especially, they have a 
great qrait" 

Everton manager Howard 
Kendall hailed the same 
men he slammed in mid- 
week after a 2-0 win over 
star-studded local rivals 
Liverpool courtesy of an 
own goal by Neil Ruddock 
and a second half strike by 
17-year-old sensation 
Danny Cadamajteri. 

Kendall witnessed a stun- 
ning improvement on 
Wednesday’s humiliating 
4-1 League Cup defeat to 
Coventry and the win lifted 
his ream out of the bottom 
three. 

Blackburn moved into 
second after a hard fought 
1-0 win over snuggling 
Southampton that was 
sealed by a first half goal 
from fa^ ptam Tim ShCT- 
wood. 

Blackburn boss Roy 
Hodgson, thouj^ was 
quick to play down talk of 
the revitalised Lancashire 
club sustaining a challenge 
for the title. 

He said: "I don’t know if 
we can win tiie league. We 
have a’ lot of work still to 
do. There are teams above 
us, and teams who will be 
rivals to win tbe champi- 
onship. who have a lot of 
experience."' 

Arsenal manager Arseoe 


Wenger was left fuming 
after his star striker Dennis 
Beigkamp was booked in 
the goalless draw at Palace. 

A fifth yellow card of tbe 
season means a three-match 
ban that keep the 
Dutch star out of the crucial 
clash with champions Man- 
chester United on Novem- 
ber 9. 

Wenger said: "I could not 
see why he was booked but 
I can understand his frustra- 
tions. You see so many 
things which are done to 
him but are not punished. 

Told th^ Wenger thought 
the game was too physical. 
Palace boss Coppell smd: 
Tie would do, wouldn't 
he? 

“I’m sure Bergkamp has 
haH tougher treatment than 
that. He has been excep- 
tional in recent weeks and 
we had to try and keep him 
quiet." 

Leicester manager Martin 
O'Neill admitted he was 
close to tears after seeing 
bis side beaten French- 
man Frank LeboeuTs spec- 
tacular strike just three 
minutes fir>m time at 
Chelsea. 

Wimbledon teenager C^arl 
Cort proved his side’s sav- 
iour again with a second- 
half winner in a 2-1 victory 
at Aston Villa. 

Stragglers Bolton bad 
Gerry Taggart sent off as 
they lost 3-0 at West Ham. 




K E N Z 

Halloween And 
Winter Outfits Fashion Show 

Under the Patronage of 

HRH Princess Nissa Raad 

The Al Hussein Society For 
The Physically. Handicapped 

Will Hold An 

Autumn Fashion Show 

On October 23, 1997 at 4 o'clock 
In The Bdeir Hall at The Al Hussein Society 

All Kinds Of Costumes: 

(Megara - Hercules - Batman - Superman- 
Pocahontas - Snowwhite - Cinderella - 
And much more....!) 

RENTAL Line Also Available . 
Tickets sold at Kenz Gift Shop 
Phone: 826273-817599 Fax: 817^3 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regtilfl^nry 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Comm'tssion (TRC) 
Of Jordan announces that it has released a Call for' 
Tenders for two national public access mobile radio 
service (TRUNKING) licences. 

Following consultation with the Industiy, the TRC issued 
the Call for Tenders dated October 18, 1997 {TRC Cali 
1997-1), which sets out the process that the TRC will 
follow in awarding the new licence. The process consists 
of two phases. During the first phase, a special tender 
evaluation committee vrill review the technical aspe ct s of 
the submissions from all applicants. Those applicants 
who successfully pass this phase will participate in the 
second phase, In which their sealed finandal proposes 
will to opened at a meeting of all qualifying applicants. 
Partjes interested in applying for the public access 
mobhe radio sen/ice (TRUNKING) licences may obtain 
a copy of the Call for Tenders from the TRC upon 
payment of JD2.500 before November 18, 1997. The 
deadline for the submission of applicatione is January 
25, 1996. 

For a copy of TRC Cali 1997-1, or for further 
information, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Tel. (962) 6-862020 ■ Fax (962) 6-863641 
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Government confiscates 
Arab papers — press 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Corresp- 
ondents of Arab newspa- 
pers in Aimnan this week 
complained that the gov- 
ernment is barring the 
entry of their publications 
to the Kingdom for 
aifegediy infringing on the 
Press and I^blicadons 
Law. 

Several issues of the 
London-based A1 Quds A1 
Arabi, A1 Sharq A1 Aw sat, 
A1 Hayat and the Lebanese 
daily A1 Nabar were con- 
fiscated during the past 
two weeks by the Press 
and Publications ' 

Department at the Ministry 
of Information. While the 
Amman correspondents 
charge that the confisca- 
tion measures are part of a 
new government policy 
targeting the press,' the 
government insists that it 
is only applying prevtul- 
ing laws. 

"We are just applying the 
law,” said BiJ^ Tal, the 
new director of the I^ress 
and Publications 

Department. “There is no 
predetermined stand 
against any newspaper nor 
are we pursuing institu- 


tionalised [censorship] 
policies. The maner is that 
they [correspondents] 
should be more accurate in 
their coverage,” of 
Jordanian news. 

Correspondents, mean- 
while. say the confiscadon 
measures, which they 
claim were on the increase 
lately, are largely related to 
their coverage of the assas- 
sination attempt against 
Hamas politburo chief 
Khaled Misha' al which 
was carried out in Amman 
by two Israeli Mossad 
agents on Sept. 25. 

Head of the Amman 
office of A1 Quds A1 Arabi, 
Bassam Badarin, said the 
government had banned 
die entry of the daily for 
. 12 successive days without 
giving official notificadon 
or justification. He said 
t^t while ±e newspaper 
has suffered ffom confis- 
cation in the past, it was 
the first time that it is 
denied entiy for such a 
long period. He said the 
coverage of ±e assassina- 
tion attempt “has not been 
any different from what 
was published in the local 
newsp^iers.” He said the 
newsp^ier is considering 
closing down its offices in 


Amman. 

Chief Editor Abdul HadI 
Atwan sent a letter to the 
Press and Publications 
Department last week in 
protest against the confis- 
cation measures and said 
the editorial administration 
is considering the closure 
of its office in Amman “If 
such practices continue,'" 
Mr. Badarin said. 

The London-based A1 
Hayat was also confiscated 
three times during the past 
two weeks. Its correspon- 
dent in Amman, Salameb 
Ne'matt, charges that the 
government is adopting 
“oppressive policies'* 
against the media and the 
press in general. 

“We have never had such 
measures taken against us 
during the martial law 
era.** said Mr. Ne'matt 
“These measures are 
incurring considerable 
losses on the newspaper.-*' 

The correspondents say 
most violations seem to be 
based on Article 40b of the 
Press and Publications 
Law which prohibits pub- 
lications from writing any 
material considered as 
banning to the security 
forces. 


Palestinians prepare 
historic first census 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — In 
a move designed to assert 
their hoped for sovereignty 
over the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and Arab east 
Jerusalem, Palestinians are 
wrapping up preparations 
for the first inttependeoi 
census of the occupied terri- 
lories, officials said Sunday. 

Hassan Abu Libdah. head 
of the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) Census 
Department, said an army 
of 6,000 unemployed uni- 
versity graduates would 
launch the historic bead 
count on the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip and Arab east 
Jerusalem on Dec. 10. 

Preliminary results will be 
released on January 4 after 
approval by PNA President 
Yasser Arafat. The $6 mil- 
. lion cost of the census is 
being provided by tbe U.N., 
Switzerland and Britain. 

‘This is a practice which 
is carried out international- 
ly. usually by independent 
sovereign states, but it will 
be the first time such a cen- 
sus is done by the 
Palestinians.** he told 
Agence France Presse at his 
Ramallah office. 

“This is a step towards 
building sovereignty and 
overcoming the political 
divisions imposed by Oslo," 
be said, referring to interim 
peace accords which divid- 
ed the )^^st Bank and Gaza 
Strip into PNA ruled zones, 
areas under joint 
Palestioian-Israeli adirdnis- 
tratioQ and land still under 
full Israeli control. 

Preparations for the cen- 


sus began three years ago 
after ±e establishment of 
the first Palestinian-ruled 
enclaves in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho, Mr. Libdah said. 

Census workers divided 
the occupied territories up 
into regions, including Arab 
east Jerusalem, and will 
attempt to catty out the 
count in all areas despite 
possible Israeli interference, 
notably in the Holy City, he 
said. 

Current estimates put the 
population of the 
Palestinian territories and 
Arab east Jerusalem at 
around 2.5 million, 
although there has been no 
formal census conducted 
since Israel held a count 
shortly after the start of its 
occupation of the areas in 
1967. The results of that 
census were never released. 

EarUer counts bad been 
carried out in turn by the 
Ottomans in 1834, the 
British in 1922, 1931 and 
1936 and the Jor danians qq 
the West Bank in 1951 and 
1961. 

Mr. Lrbdab said die cen- 
sus would not only count 
heads but ga&er economic 
and social information con- 
cerning Palestinian educa- 
tion levels, household 
belongings and activities. 

‘This census will change 
a lot about many common 
beliefs concerning 

Palestinian socie^," Mr. 
Libdah predicted. 

The official said 
Palestinians were con- 
cerned that the Israeli army 


“might disrupt the field 
work in areas under its con- 
trol." 

But he said “what is more 
important, is that we will 
have the courage to 
aimounce the results despite 
Che possible political impli- 
cations." 

• He gave as examples a 
possible finding that 
Palestinian education levels 
are lower tiian believed or 
that the population of some 
areas is below previous esti- 
mates, a fact which could 
complicate peace negotia- 
tions with the Israelis. 

Plans for the census have 
gone ahead at a time when 
the peace process has slid 
into crisis over tbe hardline 
policies of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Implementation of interim 
peace accords between the 
two sides has virtually been 
frozen due to disputes over 
Jewish settlement conscruc- 
tioD in the occupied territo- 
ries and to anti-Israeli 
attacks by Islamist groups 
opposed to peace. 

Netanyahu has also 
refused to cany out 
promised troop withdrawals 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank, more chan 70 per cent 
of which remauis under full 
Israeli control. 

Negotiations on the final 
status of the territories 
which Palestinians hope 
will result in creation of an 
independent state have also 
been put on hold. 


Israeli mothers demonstrate 


at border for Lebanon pullout 


KIRYAT SHEMONA (R) 
— Mothers of Israeli sol- 
diers serving in Lebanon 
demonstrated at a military 
border crossing on 
Saturday, urging a unilater- 
al army pullout from the 
self-declared “security** 
zone in south Lebanon. 

Heavy Israeli losses in 
clashes with Hizbollab 
guerrillas have spurred 
domestic debate on a with- 
drawal from the “security 
zone*’ that Israel declared 
in 1983 as it pulled back 
from its invasion of 
Lebanon three years 
before. 

Scores of protesters 
stood near a main military 
gateway to the self- 
declared zone on Saturday, 
waving at heavily armeld 
soldiers entering Lebanon 
in a convoy of armour- 
plated vehicles. 

“We've lost far too many 
soldiers over the years, and 


the four mothers move- 
ment is asking the govern- 
ment to unilaterally with- 
draw from the securi^ 
zone... in order to defend 
ourselves like every other, 
country does,” said 
demonstrator Linda Ben- 
Zvi, whose son served in 
Lebanon. 

The four mothers group 
was founded earlier this 
year after 73 soldiers serv- 
ing in Lebanon were killed 
in a collision of two army 
helicopters bound for the 
zone. 

Many protesters carried 
signs reading “Leave 
Lebanon in peace." 

“Our country is putting 
our soldiers in an impossi- 
ble situation, asicing them 
to fight a guerrilla war, and 
historically no one ever 
wins in a guerrilla war," 
Ms. Ben-Zvi said. 

HizboUah has pledged to 
drive Israeli troops from 


Lebanese soil. 

Ms. Ben-Zvi said the 
“security zone” had proved 
a security liability which 
did not prevent guerrilla 
rocket attacks on Israel, 
usually carried out in retal- 
iation for Israeli strikes at 
Lebanese civilian centres. 

“Katyushas can still rain 
on northern settlements 
from north of the security 
zone,” she said. 

“In fact, when Katyushas 
come into Israel, quite 
often ±ey come in because 
of something that hap- 
pened in tbe security zone, 
so our so-called security 
zone is not offering us 
security, it is costing us 
tremendous loss of life." 

Israel was sending its 
troops to a place where 
they were unable to defend 
themselves, she said. 

“We’re saying 

‘enough*— we want our 
soldiers home.” 




HIZBOLLAH'S YOUNGSTERS ON BOARD: A Marine from Britain's HMS York greets Lebanese Hizbollab 
boy scouts dazing their visit to the destroyer at the port of Beirut Sunday. HMS York is on a three-day visit in 
Lebanon (Reuters photo) ‘ . 

U.S. seeks to limit damage 
in Greek- Tlirkish relations 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
U.S. breakthrough three 
months ago in improving 
relations between feuding 
NATO alHes Greece and 
Tuikey has turned into a dam- 
age-limitation exerdse as the 
two countries play war games 
around Cyprus. 

Washington's latest attempt 
to broker an end to the 23- 
year-old division of Cyprus is 
having to focus for the time 
being on cooling tempers in 
Athens and Ankara in the 
hope that progress can be 
retimed soon, U.S. officials 
say. 

Tbe upsui^ of tension 
accoonpaoied joint Greek and 
Greek-Cypriot miliiaiy exer- 
cises that were held Ocl 10- 
15 in the south of Cyprus. 
Tutkey and Greece play^ cat 
and mouse games in Aegean 
Sea drspace and over Cyprus, 
^th Aeir fighter planes 
involved in doz^ of sorties 
and mock dogfights. 

The U.S. State Dqjartment 
last week called on both 
countries to reinstate a ban 
that each had separately 
declared in May on miliiaiy 
overflights of C^rus, but the 
appeal was greeted udth defi- 
ance in both Athens and 
Ankara. 

Meanwhile. Tuikey said it 
would stage its own exercises 
al<mg with Turidsh-Cypriot 
forces in the first we^ of 
November. 

State Department officials 
acknowlet^ed that the situa- 


tion had deteriorated sharply 
since they persuaded Greece 
and TuH^ at a NAIX) sum- 
mit in Madrid in Juty to issue 
a set of six principle of good 
neighbourly relations. 

Airu)Dg other things tiie 
Greek and Turkish foreign 
ministers £^reed in Madnd 
**to refrain fir^ unilateral acts 
on the basis of mutual respect 
and willingness K> avoid con- 
flicts arising frt»n misunder- 
standing." 

“It's a roller-coasrer and that 
clearly hasn't changtfd.“ one 
U.S. official said of the 
Greek-lhiiush relationship. 

“Unfortunaiely. what’s hap- 
pened in die last week is that 
there's bwn a downslide on 
the roller-coaler and they 
have been very jxovocarive 
towards each c^ier." 

The divi^oD of Cyprus, 
which dates from a 1974 
Turiosh invasion of the north- 
ern third the island in 
response to a brief Greek- 
Cypriot military coup in 
Nicosia, has defied repeated 
settlement attempts by the 
U.N. and others. 

It was maiked out as a pri- 
ority \jy U3. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albri^t 
when she vxM office last 
January. 

She believes Greece and 
Tuikey. which are at logger- 
heads over ri^cs in the 
.Aegean as well as Cyprus, 
must set an example to east- 
ern European c<Hintries which 
are being told to settle their 


mutual disputes as a condition 
for joining NATO. 

Albright had Richard 
Holbrooke, famed negotiaror 
of the 1995 Bosnia peace 
accord, named special envoy 
for Cyprus and she also 
appoint^ Thomas Miller, a 
former U.S. diplomat in 
Greece, as State Department 
“coordinator * on the problem^ 

Mr. Holbrooke was in 
Ankara last week and Mr. 
Miller was in Athens, seeking 
to prevent the latest crisis 
from getting worse. 

LLS. officials said they had 
known of the Creek and 
Grcek-Cyprioi exercise even 
when the Madrid dedaiation 
was issued 

“We knew that this was 
going to be problem time.** 
one official said. “We asked 
them to really think twice 
about this, that it should be 
avoided, but they have gone 
ahead, and what everyone 
knew would happen has hap- 
pened." 

“People hope thai once the 
exercises arc over, we can 
quickly get back and things 
^ould calm down." he 
added. 

U.S. officials admit, howev- 
er. that there are longer-term 
probleras that are impeding 
progress. 

One is a plan by the Greek- 
Cypriot government to import 
and deploy Russian-made 
and-ainr^ missiles by the 
end of next year. Turkey has 
called this a threat to its secu- 


rity and warned that it might 
strike at the irussUes. 

Anotiier is the proposal by 
the European Union (EU). 
announced just days alter the 
Madrid declaration, to start 
talks with Cyprus and five 
east European countries early 
next year on admitting them 
as members. 

Although Washington sup- 
port Cypriot membership of 
the EU and had even hoped 
its prospect might spur a set- 
tlement on Cyprus, one offi- 
cial said; “Tbe liming [of the 
EU statement] was horrible 
because it just raised the issue 
publicly.'* 

With no prospect of talks on 
Turkey joining the EU starr- 
ing any time "soon. Turldsh- 
Cypriots have reacted with 
hostility, saying tbe Greek- 
Cyprioi government cannot 
represent them in accession 
negotiations. 

U.S. officials said that 
despite tbe setbacks, things 
were not endiely bleak and at 
least the two sides were talk- 
ing. 

Cypriot President Glafkos 
Clerides and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Denkiasb have 
met several times in recent 
months, most recently in 
Nicosia on Sept 26. although 
little progress has been report- 
ed. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Mesut YUmaz and his Greek 
counterpart Costas Simitis are 
due to meet in Crete on 
November. 


Israel apologised over 
bellydancer case — 
Egyptian FM 


British hostage in 
Yemen says he’s 
being treated well 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
said Sunday that Israel had 
officially apologised to his 
country over the harassment 
of the Egyptian ambassador 
in Israel. 

“The Israeli government 
has presented official excus- 
es over everything concern- 
ing Ambassador 

Mohammad (Bassiouni).” 
Mr. Musa said, quoted by 
the govenimem daily M 
Ahrara. 

*^e have taken notice but 
such pettiness should not 
occur again." Mr. Mussa 
said 

Over the past few days 
Israeli officials have under- 
taken a damage limitation 
exercise to preserve rela- 
tions with Egypt after alle- 
gations by an Israeli belly- 
dancer that Mr. Bassiouni 
trifi^ to rape her were dis- 
missed. “We have been on 
±e brink of disaster,” a 
high-level Israeli Foreign 
Ministry official told 
Agence France Presse 
I^day, saying he still feared 
diplomatic l^out from the 
accusations made against 
Mr. Bassiouni. 

The Israeli Foreign 


Ministry has showered 
praise on the ambassador 
and its director general, 
Eytan Bentsur. underscored 
the “important conoibution 
Co the peace process" made 
by Mr. Bassiouni ‘The mat- 
ter is closed. I have frill con- 
fidence in this ambassador 
and appredare his work.” 
Mr! Bentsur said Fi^y. 

Mr. BassiouoL ambas- 
sador to Israel since 1986. 
had considered packing up 
and retuming home but 
changed his mind after 
obtaining assurances that no 
lawsuit would be filed 
against him, Israeli 
Television reported, 

Ibe incident is sure to be 
discussed when Mr. Musa 
makes a rare visit to Israel 
next Monday, ostensibly to 
attend the opening of a 
pe^e centre run by former 
Prime ' Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

Egypt was tbe first Arab 
couDCty to sign a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979, 
but relations between the 
two countries have rapidly 
deteriorated since the elec- 
tion last year of rigjn-wing 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 


SANAA (AP) — A British 
aid wori^ abducted by 
Yemeni tribesmen has sent a 
letter to his family saying he 
is being treated well by his 
kidnappers, a British 
emba^ spokesman said 
Sunday. 

Tfie embassy received a let- 
ter from the Briton, who has 
not been identified, in which 
he said be was ‘‘well-treated, 
well-fed and comfortable." 
the spokesman said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

He said the embassy passed 
tbe lener on to the man's fam- 
ily in tbe U.K. Yemeni 
authorities received the letter 
on Saturday. 

Negotiations between 
Yemeni authorities and the 
kidnappers, who are from the 
Bani Z^yan tribe, were con- 
tinuing, tte spokesman said. 

The Briton, who works for 
a Japanese development 
agency in Sanaa, was abduct- 
ed on Wednesday along with 
his translator whtie th^ were 
driving from the city of Taez, 
273. Idlometres south of the 
capital Sanaa. 

The men were brought to 
an area outside Maritk 173 
kilometres east of Sanaa. 


On Saturday, more than 
100 soldiers in trucks mount- 
ed with machine guns sur- 
rounded the area in an 
anempt to force the release of 
the two men. 

Officials have said that the 
he^ of the tribe. Sheik 
Mubarak All Saadah. has 
demanded the government 
provide financial aid and 
increased services to his peo- 
ple. 

Yemeiu tribes have fre- 
quently kidnapped foreigners 
to press for money or govern- 
ment financing of develop- 
ment projects. 

Last month. Yemen said it 
would increase security for 
tourists in an anempt to pre- 
vent kidnappings, which have 
risen to an unprecedented 
level this year. 

This year, 30 tourists, 
including 14 Italians and I i 
Germans have been kid- • 
nr^sped. All were released 
unharmed. 

Yemen, a poor country in 
the southwest comer of the 
Arabian Peninsula, attracts 
thousands of tourists a year to 
its archaeological sites, most 
of which are located in 
remote, mountainous ureas. 



Semi-nude 
wedding held in 
southern Taiwan 


TAIPEI lAFPl — A 
Taiwanese actress, wear- 
ing nothing but leaves to 
cover her private parts, 
tied the knot in 
Kaohsiung's first semi- 
nude wedding on Sunday. 
The event, billed as ilie 
■•Wedding of Eden.” was 
witnessed by I.OOO peo- 
ple who paid $34 each in 
entrv' fees. The happy 
bride. Hsu H.siao-tan. and 
her groom, busine.ssman 
Wang Tung-cheng. wear- 
ing only his briefs, were 
married in an indoor 
square in the southern 
Taiwan city. Hsu was a 
studio model and actress 
before she worked as a 
radio personality in the 
southern port city a few 
years ago. She twice ran 
for a seat in parliament 
but lost by narrow mar- 
gins. 

Woman scratches 
for first time since 
the early ‘70s 

DALLAS fAP) — It took 
a doctor and a manicurist 
just 20 minutes to end 
Lauretta .Adams* dream of 
setting a world record. 
The 43-year-oId woman 
said she had been grow- 
ing her fingernails for 24 
years before she cut them 
Oct. 10. the longest one 
measured S9 centimetres 
and they totalled about 
406 centimetres, she said. 
But the inconvenience 
she had suffered trying to 
get into the Guinness 
Book of World records 
recently turned to pain. 
“For about the last year, 
they'd been hurling me.“ 
Ad^s told Dallas-Fort 
Worth television station 
KDFW. “Besides, the 
world record holder is a 
man from India and he 
has me beat by 193 cen- 
timetres. I would never 
have been able to pass 
him.” She said she kept 
her clippings, but hasn't 
decided what to do with 
them. Adams said that 
after having her nails cut, 
she did something she 
hasn't been able to do 
since the early 1970s: “I 
scratched." 

McGregor finds 
Utab terrifying 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Clean, wholesome Salt 
Lake City is a long way 
from home for British 
actor Ewan McGregor, in 
more ways than one 
“yeah, well. I'm fed up 
with it." the star of last 
year's gritty 

“Trainspotting" told 
Entenainment Weekly 
during shooting of “A 
Life Less Ordinary.” 
which is due out Friday. 
“There's a paranoia and 
narrow-mindedness here 
that I find terrifying." he 
said of Utah's* biggest 
city. “They won't even 
sell you cigarettes with- 
out an ID. And when peo- 
ple come to your house 
and they see beer or wine 
bottles lying around. God. 
you get ’filthy looks." 

Bullied husband 
gets restraining 
order over wife 

HARARE (AFP) — A 
Zimbabwean man won a 
restraining order against 
his wife afler telling a 
court she frequently beat 
him up and poured coM 
water over him while he 
was sleeping, a newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 
Describing his w'lfe as 
“huge in size” he said she 
also “pulled my private 

partis” and frog-marchw 
him around in front ofws 
friends. The man. who 
was not named by 
newspaper, fled his hoflie 
but was followed by 
wife who. took away 
small bus with 
earned his living. 
court ordered the wift 
keep the peace and 
her husband's bus. 




